
Bio Information for “Kansas City” 
 
Kansas City: "Kansas City" is a much-recorded popular crossover song, 
originally written and produced by the well-known American songwriting 
team, Leiber and Stoller.   
 
Jerry Leiber was born in Baltimore, Maryland on April 25, 1933 to a 
widowed mother. He was exposed to the black culture from the age of 5 
when his mother opened a grocery store near a black ghetto area. Jerry 
was fascinated with the black culture’s energy. His family moved to 
California where he met Mike Stoller at the age of 16. 
 
Mike Stoller was born in Queens, NY on March 13, 1933 to an actress 
mother who wanted her son to study classical piano.  Mike was much more 
into boogie-woogie, bebop jazz and Southern R&B music, much to the 
chagrin of his mother. Mike’s family moved to Los Angeles when he was 
16 years old. Soon after, he met Jerry Leiber and starting writing songs 
together.  
 
Leiber and Stoller Team: Jerry and Mike met through a mutual friend in 
their late teenage years in Los Angeles although they were both from the 
east coast originally. They both shared a love of black pop music. At the 
age of 16, they spent the summer of 1950 writing songs together. In the 
duo, Jerry usually wrote the lyrics while Mike wrote the music.  
 
Their numerous successes have often been attributed to their ability to 
bridge the racial and musical genre gaps through their entertaining lyrics, 
which often utilized the teenage vernacular.  Their songs have been 
recorded by some of the times greatest artists such as Muddy Waters, 
Johnny Mathis, Count Basie, Jerry Lee Lewis, The Coasters, Elvis, The 
Beatles and the Beach Boys just to name a few. Some of their biggest hits 
include “Hound Dog,” “Young Blood,” “Yakety Yak,”  “There Goes My 
Baby,” “Jailhouse Rock,” Stuck in the Middle with You,” "Poison Ivy" as 
well as many others.  
 
They were inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1985 and the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1987. They both currently reside in Los 
Angeles. 
 


