
Bio Information for “Autumn Leaves” 
 
Autumn Leaves: "Autumn Leaves" is a much-recorded popular song. Originally 
a 1945 French song "Les feuilles mortes" (literally "The Dead Leaves") with 
music by Joseph Kosma and lyrics by poet Jacques Prévert, English lyrics were 
written in 1949 by the American songwriter Johnny Mercer. 
 
Joseph Kosma (1905-1969) was born in Budapest. Though perhaps best 
remembered as the composer for the standard "Autumn Leaves," composer, 
Joseph Kosma was a major contributor to French cinema music of the mid-
century. Among his credits are the scores to some great films made in France: 
"Le Grande Illusion"; "Les Enfants du Paradise" and "The Rules of the Game." 
Kosma collaborated with Jacques Prevert to create around 80 songs. Kosma put 
Prévert's poems to music. One of these was “Autumn Leaves” which has been 
covered by many jazz musicians in several different countries.  
Joseph Kosma died near Paris at the age of 64. 
 
Jacques Prévert (February 4, 1900 - April 11, 1977)was a French poet and 
screenwriter. He wrote the original, French lyrics for Autumn Leaves.Prévert 
wrote a number of screenplays for the film director Marcel Carné. Among the 
films were Drôle de drame (Bizarre, Bizarre, 1937), Quai des brumes (Port of 
Shadows, 1938), Le jour se lève (Daybreak, 1939), Les Visiteurs du soir (The 
Night Visitors, 1942) and Les enfants du paradis (The Children of Paradise, 
1945.He died in Omonville-la-Petite, on April 11, 1977 
 
John Herndon "Johnny" Mercer  (November 18, 1909 – June 25, 1976) was 
an American songwriter and singer. He began writing songs as a teenager.  In 
1929 Mercer moved to New York City, where he worked as an actor and a 
singer. In 1933 he had his first hit, “Lazybones,” with music by Hoagy 
Carmichael. As a songwriter, he worked mainly as a lyricist but wrote his own 
music too. He was also a popular singer who recorded his own songs as well as 
songs written by others. From the mid-1930s to the mid-1950s, many of the 
songs he wrote and performed were hits. He wrote the lyrics to more than 1000 
songs, including songs for movies and Broadway shows and received nineteen 
Academy Award nominations. Mercer collaborated with popular composers such 
as Hoagy Carmichael, Harold Arlen, Henry Mancini, and Jerome Kern. He wrote 
the English lyrics for Autumn Leaves. Mercer also was a cofounder of Capitol 
Records. John Mercer died of a brain tumor on June 


