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Brian Fillery, founder and Chairman of Haygain sadly passed away on Tuesday 9th 
August aged 66 in his beloved home of South Africa after a short battle with cancer.

Proud father of Tom, Jack and Hugo and wonderful friend to many around the world, 
he will be sorely missed.

Brian always lived life to the full and was a natural entrepreneur which led him to 
numerous business ventures around the world. From selling mops and buckets in 
South Africa and then importing knitwear to the UK from South Africa for re-
distribution around the world, he always had business instinct, flair and the ability to 
commercialise new ideas.

He was gifted with an analytical mind, questioned everything and then proceeded to 
redesign it! A constant source of new ideas, new ways of looking at things and with 
the help of his closest confidant and business partner Tim Oliver he turned these 
ideas into reality.

One of their biggest achievements was the development of Propress Steamers, a 
business they have run together for over 30 years, helping to transform charity shops
by showing them a new way to present clothes back in the late 80’s, as well as 
supplying top Fashion brands.

He has always had a firm foot in the equestrian world including a Mastership of the 
Avon Vale Hunt for nine years and a keen interest in racing. This led him to the next 
big venture, the development of Haygain hay steamers.

This was the start of a close relationship with the Royal Agricultural University under 
the direction of Professor Meriel Moore Colyer. Together with Becky James, a 
Masters student at the time his innovative method of steaming was tested and 
proven.

On completing her studies Brian and Tim invited Becky to work for them and help 
launch Haygain onto the market. Becky said “From the moment I met Brian, I knew 
he was like no one I had ever met before, he had big ambitions and I thought, if half 
of that comes true, I’ll be happy…. he made sure it did…and so much more! I can 
only thank him for opening my eyes to the world and showing me anything is 
possible!”

Over the last eight years he has passionately led the team at Haygain by example, 
never hesitating to get his hands dirty in every aspect of the business. His 
enthusiasm and passion for the subject matter and products was unfaltering and 
infectious. He had a real eye for detail, and always insisted the little things matter.

Director of the British Equestrian Trade Association, Claire Williams described, how 
long time supporter of BETA, Brian had a keen eye for business opportunities that 
saw him diversify his original business into the Haygain range of products.  He was 



innovative in his approach to business and always willing to listen to different 
opinions and seek information where his own was lacking. Brian was a warm hearted
and generous person with an enthusiasm for life only surpassed by his love of good 
wine and good food!  I will miss being urged to imbibe at shows rather earlier in the 
day than I am used to and will miss his calls asking for often unusual pieces of 
information which he seemed convinced I would be able to help with – and he was 
usually right! 

Brian had a story for everything and showed huge generosity to others, always 
offering his help whatever and whoever had a problem. He had a wicked sense of 
humour and lived by no rules other than the ones he made up! Those lucky enough 
to be part of his adventures were enriched with a huge amount of fun and laughter 
along the way.

Said Tim Smith of TSM: “When I first met Brian I knew instantly here was a man with 
drive, passion, knowledge and skills who lived and breathed the horse world and 
went on to support the equestrian industry as a whole.  He was incredibly kind and 
generous but could also at times be impatient and forthright but that was usually his 
desire to get things done and moved forward not wanting to waste any spare minute 
when his creative thoughts were not being harnessed to the maximum.  I am sure 
many in the industry will miss his wonderfully entertaining wisdom and the tales he 
always had to tell.” 

A much loved, larger than life character he will be sadly missed. A Celebration of 
Brian’s life is planned, but as yet a date and venue have not been confirmed.

For further information contact Haygain on www.haygain.com or 0333 200 5233.

http://www.haygain.com/

