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Doc Tom’s Newsletter 

Fresh Cows and Milk Fever 

When cows and heifers are in the calving process they have a very high demand 

for calcium along with phosphorus, magnesium, and potassium.  We are all 

familiar with the classic milk fever cow that is unable to get up but there are 

varying degrees of problems associated with milder deficiency. 

We have done lab work in two separate herds where we took blood samples of 

all fresh animals at time of calving and checked calcium levels.  None of the 

animals, regardless of age had a completely normal calcium lever even if they 

did not show classical signs of milk fever. 

Signs/Symptoms: 

Here are some of the signs of slight calcium deficiencies.  Other disorders 

may mimic these signs, as well. 

 Decreased feed intake 

 Slow calving process 

 Failure to pass placenta 

 Dullness or depressed attitude 

As levels get lower you may also start to see: 

 Subnormal rectal temperature (normal being 101°). This does not hold 

true in hot weather. 

 Ear flicking and/or tail swishing –especially when being worked with 

 Weakness or stumbling 

 Difficulty in passing manure 

These signs can then progress into the classical signs: 

 Down- unable to stand or lay with their head back or are unable to stand 

on sternum 

 Slow shallow breathing 

 Cold extremities 
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Treatments: 

 The most severe cases are best treated IV for fast results.  My preference 

is 1 bottle (1000 cc) Amcalcilyte or 1 ½ bottles (500 cc) of 23% Calcium.  

This can be repeated in 6 to8 hours if the cow is not up.  Organic 

producers can use the 23% Calcium, but cannot use Amcalcilyte.  They 

can use a product called CMPK (500 cc).  This must go IV and be ran 

slowly. 

 Less severe cases can be treated with sub-cutaneous (under the skin) 

administration of 500 cc of 23% Calcium.  Note: This is the only form to 

give sub-q – any calcium that contains dextrose (glucose) will cause 

abscesses.  This can be done with high risk older cows even if they show 

no signs.  

 Mild cases can benefit from oral calcium boluses.  My favorite is Dr. 

Paul’s Downer Bolus given at a rate of 2 boluses every 12 hours as 

needed.  Be gentle when administering, as to not cause damage to the 

throat.  

 

Special Note: Anytime giving calcium, make sure it is warmed to body 

temperature.  

The before mentioned products are all available and in stock at my drug room.  

Feel free to call if you have questions. 

Next month I will explain differences in the types of calcium products available 

in bolus form, along with other products that are beneficial for the fresh cow.  

Doc Tom 
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