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Doc Tom’s Newsletter 

Types of Milk Fever 

 Cows that are weak or unable to stand during the calving interval are 

commonly referred to as “milk fever” cows.  Care must be taken to assure that the 

animals are not down for a different reason.  Cows that are toxic from mastitis or 

Salmonella may be down or weak but need to be treated differently.  Cows with 

injuries or cows and heifers with paralysis from calving may also present the same 

way. 

 Although calcium is the primary element responsible for milk fever others 

can play an important role.  Phosphorus (P) may be involved and a deficiency may 

give you a bright downer.  These are the ones that look like they should just jump 

up but they can’t quite make it.  Magnesium (Mg) can be involved in milk fever or 

in a condition called grass tetany*, which usually occurs in cool wet springs when 

cattle of any age go on pasture.  Typically low Mg animals are hyper and 

aggressive they fight when you want to put a halter on.  Not uncommon to have 

loose manure also.   

 Cows low in phosphorus can be treated with Amcalcilyte or CMPK 

intravenously.  There are 2 other injectable Phosphorus sources we have.   Catosal, 

which has phosphorus and Vitamin B12, and Phosaid.  These can be given IM or 

sub-q as well as IV, although I don’t recommend the IV route.  

 Boluses can be very effective in treating animals that are mild cases.  My 

preference is Dr. Paul’s Downer Bolus which contains all the major electrolytes.  I 

usually recommend 2 boluses twice a day as needed.  Another of Dr. Paul’s 

products, Boost-Her Boluses, contains calcium and provides the added benefit of 

vitamins and selenium.  I dose these the same.  The products mentioned, except for 

Amcalcilyte, are fine to use for organic production. 

 A note about oral calcium products.  There are many types of calcium and 

they all behave differently.  Calcium chloride (Ca Clᴣ) is a very soluble calcium 

and is frequently used in pastes and drenches.  It is very caustic so extreme care 

must be taken not to irritate the throat or pharynx.  Calcium carbonate, limestone, 
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is commonly used in feed but is very slow to break down the gut.  Calcium sulfate 

and aeregonite are safe and easily digested.   

 

*  Prevention of grass tetany can be assisted with a mineral based supplement 

including Magnesium sulfate (best) or Magnesium oxide (poor).  
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