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My Pirate Brother
BEFORE YOU READ:
SOUND SPELLINGS:  
The target sound spellings are Short U /UH/ spelled O - other, mother, brother, another, 
and O-E - love, done, come, some, become. See Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns, 3rd Ed. 
page 40. Additional words for O /UH/: Monday, month, honey, money, wonder, monk, 
son, ton, won, comfort, London, monkey, nothing, onion, tongue. Additional words 
for O-E /UH/: glove, oven, cover, shovel, govern, dozen, none. Write the words in two 
columns on your whiteboard and underline or color-code the spellings in each column.

SNAPWORDS®: LIST E: playmate, mother LIST V: seen, became, become. When you are 
teaching "seen" be sure to point out that we always use "have" or "had" before seen. "I 
had seen." or "I have seen."

SUFFIX: ATE words: (See Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns page 129)  pirate, climate, 
playmate, donate, estate. The ATE suffix means "one having a specific function." A pirate 
is one who commits piracy.

PREVIEW: Scan the story, searching for SnapWords®, suffixes, and sound spelling words.

WHILE YOU READ:
a. Ask the children to close their eyes and “see” the action as they read each page.
b. They may use scratch paper to record names of characters as you read.
c. Have them practice retelling the story to a partner.

AFTER YOU READ - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
1. Why did Mother say there are no pirates in their state?
2. Name a pirate and tell what he did. 
3. What were some things that happened to all the pirates?
4. Did Brother still want to be a pirate? Why or why not?

1. The climate was snowy and cold. 2. Answers will vary. 3. Answers will vary. 4. No, he 
didn't like all the things that happened to the pirates in the books the boys read. 
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There are no pirates in our state. My 
brother and I asked Mother why not. 
Mother said, “Our climate is too cold 
and snowy for pirates! They like a warm 
climate.”
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Captain Kidd got captured and arrested 
before he got back home. So, he was not a 
pirate for long! We had seen another book 
about pirates, so we read it, too.



8

Next, there was Blackbeard. Blackbeard 
scared people by putting lit fuses in his 
beard! But he was captured by the English. 


