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The Merchant's Daughter
BEFORE YOU READ:
SOUND SPELLINGS:  
The target sound spellings are Short O spelled AUGH - caught, daughter, haughty, 
naughty, distraught. See Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns page 71. Once the AUGH 
spelling has been highlighted, it is easy to see the simple sounds that are left. See: 
caught, daughter, haughty, naughty, distraught. For practice, have students highlight the 
AUGH spelling in this list of words.

SNAPWORDS®: LIST E: clapped, flapping, hundred LIST V: throw, tried, caught. Caught 
follows the sound spelling portion of this lesson.

SUFFIX: ANT words: merchant, tenant, pleasant, vacant, assistant. The suffix ANT means 
one who performs or does the action of the root word. Example, assistant is the one 
who assists. Merchant is one who handles merchandise. Vacant refers to a space which 
someone vacated. Pleasant refers to the thing that does the pleasing. 

PREVIEW: Scan the story, searching for SnapWords®, suffixes, and sound spelling words.

WHILE YOU READ:
a. Ask the children to close their eyes and “see” the action as they read each page.
b. They may use scratch paper to record names of characters as you read.
c. Have them practice retelling the story to a partner.

AFTER YOU READ - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
1. Why was Mr. Green distraught? (Distraught means very upset).
2. What did he do to fix the problem? 
3. How good was Mr. Green's new assistant? Did she find the problem quickly?
4. How did Pam solve Mr. Green's problem? Did it work out well?

1. He couldn't find a tenant for his building. 2. He hired an assistant to solve the 
problem. 3. Yes. She was very good. 4. Yes, she taught Woof to chase the crows away. 
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There was a merchant named Mr. Green 
who had a vacant building that he tried to 
rent. The space was pleasant, but nobody 
wanted it. Mr. Green was distraught!
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Pam rushed home and chased Woof until 
she caught him. "I need your help," Pam 
said. Pam took Woof to the building and 
taught him to chase the crows while she 
clapped for him.
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Every time the one hundred crows came 
back, Woof chased them and Pam clapped 
for him. "Good dog!" Pam said. 


