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Copper Harbor
BEFORE YOU READ:
SOUND SPELLINGS: 
The target sound spellings are Short i spelled UI - build, built, and AI - certain, captain, 
mountain. Refer to Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns, 3rd Edition, page 107 for a related 
lesson. To help students remember the UI spelling, say, “U (you) and I will build it.”
SNAPWORDS®: LIST E: company, twice, certainly. LIST V: can’t, listen, build. Sounds & 
Their Spelling Patterns page 120 builds a list of words in which ST /S/ as in "listen."
SUFFIXES: OR: actor, director, instructor, professor, inventor, operator, mayor, 
governor. ER: publisher, writer, lawyer, teacher, dancer, singer, gardener, farmer. Point 
out that The Copper Beaver's tenants also end in ER. The Harbor Manor's tenants all 
end in OR. See STSP page 125-6 for related lessons. Emphasize the “OR” ending when 
saying those words to make it easier for the students to remember which ending to use. 
Consider also making two columns of words to display. One column for ER words and the 
other for OR. Point out that the ER and OR suffixes mean "one who - does something." A 
writer is one who writes. An actor is one who acts. An inventor is one who invents.

PREVIEW: Scan the story, searching for SnapWords®, suffixes,  and sound spelling words.

WHILE YOU READ:
a. Ask the children to close their eyes and “see” the action as they read each page.
b. They may use scratch paper to record names of characters as you read.

AFTER YOU READ - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
1. Name some of the tenants who worked at The Copper Beaver.
2. Name some of the tenants who worked at The Harbor Manor.
3. How did all the tenants get to work?
4. The owner of the car company got tired of the noise. Where did she go?

1. publisher, writer, lawyer, teacher, dancer, singer, gardener, farmer 2. actor, director, 
instructor, professor, inventor, operator, mayor, governor 3. They rode in cars. 4.She 
went to sit in the park so she could see but not hear.
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In my town is a town square. On one side of 
the square is a brown building. The sign on 
the front says, “The Copper Beaver,” which 
is certainly a fine name for a building!
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Many people work in The Copper Beaver. 
There is a publisher and a writer. There 
is also a lawyer and a teacher of the law. 
And there are a dancer and singer, and 
a gardener and a farmer. Each pair has a 
company.
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