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The Clark Kids
BEFORE YOU READ:

SOUND SPELLINGS:  
The target sound spelling is /E-US/ spelled IOUS - mysterious, furious, obvious, various, 
cautious, precious, tedious, curious, studious, industrious.

SNAPWORDS®: LIST V: fight, finish, fix, speak.

SUFFIX: IOUS /Ē-US/ words: see above. See Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns, 3rd Ed., 
p. 137. The IOUS suffix means "possessing or full of." Mysterious means being full of 
mystery. Industrious is being full of industry.

PREVIEW: Scan the story, searching for SnapWords®, suffixes, and sound spelling words.

WHILE YOU READ:
a. Ask the children to picture the action as they read each page.
b. They may use scratch paper to record names of characters as you read.
c. Have them practice retelling the story to a partner.

AFTER YOU READ - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
1. How many children did Mr. and Mrs. Brown have? What did they say about their 
children?
2. The Clark children all look alike. ARE they alike? Why or why not?
3. Mandy is mysterious. What does that mean? What is she like?
4. Her brother Randy is obvious. What is Randy like?

1. Six children who are precious to them. 2. They are not alike! Answers will vary. 3. It is 
hard to know what Mandy is thinking because she doesn't talk much. She mostly listens 
and doesn't fight with anyone. 4. Randy is easy to understand. He says exactly what he is 
thinking and lets you know what he's feeling.
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Mr. and Mrs. Clark had six children who 
looked very much alike. “Our children are 
precious to us,” Mr. and Mrs. Clark declared. 
But while the Clark children looked alike, 
they were different from each other. No two 
were alike!
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Child number three is Harry. Harry is not 
mysterious like Mandy nor obvious like 
Randy. Harry is studious, so he usually has 
his nose in a book, or he’s hard at work on 
an experiment or an invention.
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Next is Larry. Larry is not studious like 
Harry. He learns just as much, but he learns 
by doing things. “Larry is industrious,” his 
parents say. “He will fight to the finish to get 
his work done.”


