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The Husband's Surprise
BEFORE YOU READ:

SOUND SPELLINGS:  
The target sound spellings are /ZH/ spelled S - measure, casual, usual, visual, enclosure, 
and spelled SI - vision, version, confusion, decision, illusion, explosion, occasion.

SNAPWORDS®: LIST E: husband LIST V: woke, worry, complete.

SUFFIX: SION words: vision, collision, television. See Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns, 
3rd Ed., p. 128. The SION suffix means "an act or process." A collision is the act of 
colliding or crashing.

PREVIEW: Scan the story, searching for SnapWords®, suffixes, and sound spelling words.

WHILE YOU READ:
a. Ask the children to picture the action as they read each page.
b. They may use scratch paper to record names of characters as you read.
c. Have them practice retelling the story to a partner.

AFTER YOU READ - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
1. What did the lady in the book need to do?
2. Why was her husband confused?
3. Do you think it was a good idea for her to tell her husband what she was trying to do? 
Why or why not?
4. What happened while the husband was sitting on the bench waiting?

1. She wanted to buy a TV for her husband's birthday without him knowing it. 2. When 
he wanted to go with her in the car, she said she needed groceries, but then they bought 
stuff they didn't need. 3. Answers will vary. 4. There was a collision and the two boats 
sank.
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I woke early on the occasion of my 
husband’s birthday. I was very casual as I 
worked to complete my plans for a surprise 
party!
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We got stuff we didn’t really need, and 
when we got back in the car, the confusion 
on my husband’s face was clear! I had to fix 
this.

“I need to pick up your birthday present, so 
I need to drop you off somewhere to wait 
for me.” My husband laughed, “Sure.” He 
said he’d sit on a bench by the water. With 
my purchase complete, I returned to the 
waterfront to pick up my husband.
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