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The Custodian
BEFORE YOU READ:
SOUND SPELLINGS:  
The target sound spellings are /AR/ spelled UAR - guard, guardian, and /AIR/ spelled UAR 
- guarantee. This time, the spelling remains the same (UAR) but the sound changes.

SNAPWORDS®: LIST E: struggled, write.

SUFFIXES: ION words: vision, television, collision, emersion, mission, suspension, 
dimension, vacation, plantation, station, election, section, solution, mention, million, 
nation. IAN words: physician, musician, librarian, comedian, custodian, electrician, 
guardian. The suffix IAN added to a noun means "one who practices that." So, a musician 
is one who practices music, while a comedian is one who practices comedy. See Sounds 
& Their Spelling Patterns, 3rd Ed., p. 127.

PREVIEW: Scan the story, searching for SnapWords®, suffixes, and sound spelling words.

WHILE YOU READ:
a. Ask the children to picture the action as they read each page.
b. They may use scratch paper to record names of characters as you read.
c. Have them practice retelling the story to a partner.

AFTER YOU READ - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
1. What did the boy in the story want to do when he was grown?
2. What did he do in order to find out about each option?
3. Who was the guardian of the library, and who was the comedian?
4. What did the boy decide about his career by the end of the story?

1. To be either an electrician or a musician. 2. He went to the library to read about each 
career and found both would take a lot of work! 3. Mrs. Green was the guardian and her 
husband, Mr. Green was the comedian. 4. He decided he would do both!
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My mission is to grow up to be an 
electrician. Or maybe a musician. Actually, I 
can’t decide which I want more.
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I quickly found some books and sat down to 
read. I struggled to write some good notes 
because there was so much information!
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Then I struggled because there is a very 
long list of things to do to become an 
electrician. I would have to really want to 
be an electrician! I read about becoming 
a musician next. I would need to practice 
a whole lot, be very good, and then work 
hard to find gigs to play.


