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Climbing Mount Everest
BEFORE YOU READ:

SOUND SPELLINGS:  
The target sound spelling is Long O spelled OUGH - though, although, dough, doughnuts. 
There are several sound spellings that contain GH: EIGH, AIGH, AUGH, IGH, and OUGH. 
It would be worthwhile to create a poster with 5 columns of words that follow these 
spellings.

SNAPWORDS®: LIST E: willing, wish, wonderful V: win.

SUFFIX: OUS /US/ words: famous, dangerous, fabulous, nervous, tremendous, 
mountainous, marvelous. The OUS suffix means "full of," and changes a word that is 
a noun to an adjective. For example, "fame" changes to "famous" which describes a 
person who is "full of fame."

PREVIEW: Scan the story, searching for SnapWords®, suffixes, and sound spelling words.

WHILE YOU READ:
a. Ask the children to picture the action as they read each page.
b. They may use scratch paper to record names of characters as you read.
c. Have them practice retelling the story to a partner.

AFTER YOU READ - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
1. What was the narrator doing besides eating doughnuts?
2. What is Mount Everest famous for?  
3. Who reached the top of Mount Everest and when?
4. After reaching the top of Mount Everest, how did Edmund Hillary spend his time?

1. Reading a book about Mount Everest. 2. It is the world's tallest mountain. 3. Edmund 
Hillary and Tenzing Norgay in 1953.  4. He built schools and hospitals, and dug wells for 
the Sherpas in Nepal.
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My sister was in the kitchen making 
dough for a batch of doughnuts. It smelled 
wonderful! Although the doughnuts weren’t 
ready, I took my book in there so I could be 
the first to eat one.



4

I was reading a fabulous book about famous 
climbers who traveled to mountainous 
places to climb tremendous mountains. 
I was reading about Mount Everest, the 
world’s tallest mountain at 29,035 feet.

The highest tip of Mount Everest is on the 
border between Tibet, China, and Nepal. 
Although climbing Mount Everest is very 
dangerous, many people wish to, and 
though they are nervous, they are willing to 
face the danger.



5


