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Sheila, Neil, and Maria
BEFORE YOU READ:
SOUND SPELLINGS:  
The target sound spelling is Long E spelled EI - Sheila, Neil, ceiling, protein, seize, 
caffeine, receive, perceive, deceive.

SNAPWORDS®: LIST V: grade, hear, couldn't, wouldn't.

SUFFIXES: There is no suffix focus in this book.

PREVIEW: Scan the story, searching for SnapWords® and sound spelling words.

WHILE YOU READ:
a. Ask the children to picture the action as they read each page.
b. They may use scratch paper to record names of characters as you read.
c. Have them practice retelling the story to a partner.

AFTER YOU READ - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
1. What does Sheila like to do?
2. What does Neil like to do?  
3. What was Neil's idea?
4. What did the three friends do together after college?

1. Sheila loves to paint what she sees in the ocean. 2.Neil likes to fish. 3. Neil's idea was 
to become a fisheries biologist so he can study fish. 4. Maria and Neil worked to care for 
fish in their habitat and Sheila painted pictures to help teach people about the ocean.



3

Maria’s best friend was Sheila, who was in 
the same grade as Maria. Sheila and Maria 
were best friends. Sheila liked to dive with 
Maria, but she said she wouldn’t want to 
study marine biology like Maria.
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What Sheila loved to do was paint pictures. 
She painted everything she saw in the sea. 
The coral, the brightly colored fish, and 
beautiful shells. 

Sheila painted a huge painting on her 
bedroom ceiling of all she saw in the sea. 
She liked to look at it every morning when 
she woke up.
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