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Petite Maria
BEFORE YOU READ:
SOUND SPELLINGS:  
The target sound spellings are Long E spelled I-E - petite, magazine, marine, police, elite, 
gasoline, ravine, routine, tangerine, trampoline, machine, automobile. 
And Long E spelled I - Maria, radio, Zambia, Tanzania, Namibia, yeti, deli, visa, trio, 
salami, piano, media, kiwi, genius, funnier, funniest (and any other word ending in "ier" 
or "iest". In these words, the i sounds like Long E and the e sounds like Short E.

SNAPWORDS®: LIST E: giggle, wash. LIST V: form, forget, believe.

SUFFIXES: There is no suffix focus in this book.

PREVIEW: Scan the story, searching for SnapWords® and sound spelling words.

WHILE YOU READ:
a. Ask the children to close their eyes and “see” the action as they read each page.
b. They may use scratch paper to record names of characters as you read.
c. Have them practice retelling the story to a partner.

AFTER YOU READ - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
1. Where is Maria from?
2. What did Maria do for fun? What did she see?  
3. What did Maria want to study?
4. Where did Maria go for college?

1. Tanzania. 2.Diving. She saw coral, fish, whales. 3. Marine biology. 4. South Africa at the 
Nelson Mandela University in Port Elizabeth (any part of that answer).
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Maria was a petite girl who lived in Dar 
es Salaam, a town on the east coast of 
Tanzania. Because she lived by the Indian 
Ocean, Maria learned to dive when she was 
young.
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Maria loved seeing the beautiful coral 
and all the sea life. Some of the fish had 
names that made her giggle, like Wahoo 
and Sweetlips. Sometimes Maria watched 
humpback whales migrating.

Diving made Maria want to learn more 
about life in the sea. “I believe you might 
want to study marine biology,” said her 
mother one day. “Go wash your hands and I 
will show you something.”
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