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Reindeer on the Seine
BEFORE YOU READ:
SOUND SPELLINGS: 
The target sound spelling is Long A spelled EIGH - eight, neigh, neighbor, weigh, weight, 
freight, sleigh. And Long A spelled EI - rein, vein, reindeer, veil, beige, reign, Seine, feign, 
lei. Long A spelled AIGH - straight.

SNAPWORDS®: LIST E: careful LIST V: care, broke, knew. 

SUFFIXES: There is no suffix focus in this book.

PREVIEW: Scan the story, searching for SnapWords® and sound spelling words.

WHILE YOU READ:
a. Ask the children to close their eyes and “see” the action as they read each page.
b. They may use scratch paper to record names of characters as you read.
c. Have them practice retelling the story to a partner.

AFTER YOU READ - COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
1. How are reindeer designed for the cold?
2. What were the reindeer doing when they got lost? 
3. Where did the reindeer end up?
4. How did the people treat them?

1. The have thick fur and many veins in their noses that warms the air they breathe. 2. 
They were migrating to their spring pastures. 3. Paris, France on the Seine. 4. The people 
loved them and brought them food. They also got them a freight ship to take them 
home.



3

This story is about how eight reindeer 
from Norway, while on the way to summer 
pastures, ended up on the Seine River 
instead. 
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In the spring, reindeer often migrate to 
islands that have good pastures. They may 
go on a boat with careful herders, or they 
may swim across in groups.

One time, our eight reindeer were on a boat 
crossing over to their summer pastures 
when suddenly something broke. The wind 
blew hard and they drifted fast and far for 
many miles. The herders could not steer the 
boat.
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