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How to Use This Book
Planning:
Before you begin using this manual to teach your child, please 
take time to acquaint yourself with all the accompanying 
resources. The Lessons will refer to several different 
supporting resources including:
 • Resources for each Lesson (CD)
 • Enrichment Vocabulary (CD)
 • SnapWords®
 • Sound Spelling Teaching Cards
 • Beyond Sight Words Activities
 • Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns
 • SnapWords® Mini-Lessons (in Beyond Sight Words 
                   Activities.)
 • Easy-for-Me™ Children’s Readers
As you plan for each week, take a few minutes to review each 
Lesson you plan to teach and then print out all the supporting 
material you will need. On the day, teaching will be a breeze!

Pacing:
There are a total of 180 Lessons. In a perfect world, you could 
teach one per day. It is best, however, if you follow the lead of 
your child. Some Lessons might be a complete breeze, while 
other Lessons might need more time. It is important to pay 
attention to what your child is able to do and follow his/her 
lead. It is not going to matter if you finish more quickly or if 
you decide to take a bit more time. When you give your child 
an assessment, please take the time to make sure and reteach 
anything he/she doesn’t get right. It will not work to skip over 
things the child doesn’t understand because those missed 
skills will just add up over time. Better to go more slowly and 
master it all!

Kinesthetic Connections:
Throughout the lessons, Kinesthetic activities are provided. 
Use them ongoing as they will be beneficial to many kinds 
of learners, especially those who are kinesthetic, tactile, and 
visual. Really focusing on visuals, stories, and body movement 
components of the Lessons will go a long way towards making 
sure your child learns permanently what you are teaching.

Resources:
Before beginning the process of teaching the lessons in this 
manual, please take the time to become acquainted with each 
resource you will be using, including: 

1. Sound Spelling Teaching Cards
What: a set of 154 sound spelling cards that teach each sound 
in our language. Each card represents one way to spell that 
sound, contains a keyword to represent that spelling of the 
sound, and has a sentence that uses the keyword and other 
related words. The back of each card shows all the ways to 
spell that particular sound along with keywords for each 
spelling.

Why: Children will learn the structure of words in a visual 
way. This will make it easy for them to decipher the weird and 
unpredictable spellings in our language which will help with 
reading fluency, spelling, writing, and comprehension.

How: Tell the child that each time you use a SSTC, they will be 
focusing on one particular sound and there is a key word that 
represents that sound. They will find that special keyword on 
the top, right corner of each card. The goal with the SSTC is 
that the child learns how to spell sounds and learn keywords 
that will help them as they learn to sound out more difficult 
words. (See pages xvi and xvii in The Illustrated Book of Sounds 
& Their Spelling Patterns to learn about keywords, how to use 
them, and to find a chart of all the keywords.)

You will note that there are several other ways to spell each 
of those short vowel sounds. Many children will benefit from 
seeing all the ways to spell each sound so they know ahead of 
time that there are more ways to spell the sound. If you have 
Sound Spelling Display Cards, you may display the five cards 
for the short vowel sounds as they will give your child the 
global view of the various ways to spell each sound.

2. SnapWords®
What: The best, most effective way to teach children sight 
words – the words that comprise much of what they read in 
their texts. Teach words visually and with body motions so 
recall is easy. We combine SnapWords® with explicit phonics 
instruction in order to approach successful reading from two 
important vantage points. Combined, your child can’t help but 
learn to read.

3. The Illustrated Book of Sounds & Their Spelling 
Patterns
What: This book contains hands-on lessons that will help your 
child figure out our language in a fun, engaging and visual way. 
This book is an important tool for teaching phonics, spelling, 
vocabulary, word families, and more.

How: Prior to beginning to teach lessons, please study 
the introductory pages of the book. Especially focus on 
Fundamentals, Fingermapping, how to play Quick Draw, and 
the Daily Routine for teaching lessons. You will also learn to 
rely on the additional helps available in “Teaching Notes.”

The Daily Routine on page xv will be an invaluable guide as 
you teach the lessons in the book. On Day 1 you will introduce 
a new lesson. Also included under Day 1 are the instructions 
for playing Quick Draw – an essential daily practice. You will 
also find instructions for Days 2-4. On Day 5 you will assess the 
child’s knowledge. Simply call out the words in the lesson and 
have your child write the words on paper so you can check 
them.

4. Easy-for-Me™ Children’s Readers
What: EFM Children’s Readers are unique in that they provide 
reading practice for both sight words and phonics concepts. 
Teacher guides are provided in the front of every single book, 
making it easy to be sure the child is prepared to read each 
book. Comprehension questions are included. Books are 
leveled and are carefully designed to close gaps in concepts 
children need to learn as they learn to read. There are a total 
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of 46 Children’s Readers included in this Kit. The Lessons in this 
manual will guide you through how to teach each Reader. The 
readers correlate to the SnapWords® Lists B, C, F, and N1.

5. Beyond Sight Words Activities
What: We all agree that learning to recognize words is great, 
but also limited in terms of really making fluent readers. 
Beyond Sight Words Activities begins with SnapWords® 
and springboards into teaching all the critical elements of 
reading such as comprehension, writing, spelling, phonemic 
awareness, word recognition, fluency, and critical thinking. The 
best part about this resource is that it is purely game based 
and hands-on. It is fully printable, leveled, non-consumable 
and includes assessments, plain word wall words, and 
achievement certificates, tracking sheets and more.

These hands-on activities accompany the four sets of 
SnapWords®. You will find these printable, colorful, engaging 
activities on the second CD enclosed. Your Lessons in this 
manual will tell you exactly what activities you need so you can 
print ahead of teaching the Lessons. 

6. Resources
You will find these in Appendix A on the CD enclosed. 
Resources are numbered like the Lessons so it will be easy 
for you to locate which resources you need for each Lesson. 
Lesson 21, for instance, will utilize R21. All resources for 
Lesson 21 will carry the label R21. Just print and go.

7. Vocabulary 
Also on the same CD are the enrichment vocabulary pages. 
These are in Appendix B. The vocabulary resource should 
be printed two-sided. If you want to three-hole punch and 
put into a notebook, just print on regular copy paper. If you 
want to make a little book for your child, print two-sided on 
cardstock, cut into strips on the lines provided, hole punch and 
secure with a book ring. Your child will love it!

Symbols in This Book
 
Each section of each Lesson has a symbol to identify quickly, 
visually “what comes next.” Here is a brief overview of the 
symbols and the accompanying resources you will use:

    Sight Words
• SnapWords® Cards 

    Spelling & Phonics 
• Sound Spelling Teaching Cards
• The Illustrated Book of Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns

   Book
• Easy-for-Me™ Children’s Readers

   Language 
• Resources on CD

   Writing
• Beyond Sight Words Activities on CD
• Resources on CD

   Hands-On 
• Beyond Sight Words Activities on CD
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SIGHT WORDS 
Today we are starting SnapWords® List B, Level 
1. (Refer to Beyond Sight Words Activities B 
(BSWA-B) for B Level words.) Display all 12 
Level B1 words in pocket chart or bulletin board 

and use Activity 1 in How to Teach SnapWords® to introduce 
them. 
 
SPELLING & PHONICS

 SnapWords® Mini-Lessons
Refer to Beyond Sight Words Activities B for all 
Lessons for SnapWords® B1. Teach AM, ASK, 
GOT. The primary focus in Level B1 is on word 

recognition since none of the words are difficult in terms of 
phonics concepts.

Sound Spelling Teaching Cards
From the Short Vowels section, find and display SAID. If you 
have Alphabet Teaching Cards, also display A, E, I, O, U (found 
in Easy-for-Me™ Teaching Kit 1). Focus on one card at a time, 
talking about the keyword, the picture, and reading the 
sentence together. Don’t belabor this part of the lesson. Once 
you have talked about all the cards, display them in a place 
where your child can see them easily.
 
Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns 
Today our focus is short vowel sounds review. It is important 
to make sure your child is confident with short vowel sounds 
before moving on to other sound skills. Introduce your child to 
the Lesson in Unit 1, Level 1 and teach them how to play Quick 
Draw following the Daily Routine for Day 1. The two things to 
focus on today are:  short vowel sounds and How to play Quick 
Draw.  

BOOK 
Prepare to read book B1, My Fort, by doing the 
Phonics section. Note the hand motions 
provided for vowel sounds. Please teach these 
if your child needs help with short vowel 

sounds. See R1 Resource for vowel hand motions to print. Your 
child will read My Fort in Lesson 4.
 
LANGUAGE

Grammar & Punctuation
Use R1 Resource. Teach what a sentence is and 
its primary structure.  A sentence is a complete 
thought and has two main parts: who or what it 

is about and what they are or what they did. Draw attention to 
the first picture and ask your child who/what is in the picture 
(cat). What is the cat doing? (Sleeping). Write the words on 
the lines provided. Do the sheet together and then ask your 
child to create a few sentences orally, choosing who and what 
for each.
  
Vocabulary
This will begin on Lesson 5 with our first multiple meaning 
word. 

SIGHT WORDS 
Choose from games 2-5 from How to Teach 
SnapWords®  to practice word recognition. 
 
SPELLING & PHONICS
SnapWords® Mini-Lessons
Teach Mini-Lessons for BE, LET, YES in Beyond 
Sight Words Activities B. Review hand motion 
for short E if needed. Again, focus on word 

recognition and the sound of short E.

Sound Spelling Teaching Cards
Keep key words on display.

Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns
Introduce the lesson and play Quick Draw using Unit 2, Level 1 
of STSP. Be sure your child says the word and says each sound 
as he/she writes it.
 
BOOK

Do the Phonemic Awareness activity of My 
Fort. 

LANGUAGE
Grammar & Punctuation
Today your child will be making sentences 
focusing on “WHO” and “DID WHAT.”  Go 
outside and have him/her find objects and 

use them to make sentences such as, “The bird is flying.” 
“The wind is blowing.” “The squirrel is climbing.” “The dog is 
barking.”

Kinesthetic Connection
The left hand stands for “who or what,” while the right hand 
stands for “is or did.” Child will hold up left hand as he/she 
says “the squirrel” and right hand for “is running.”

 

WRITING
Use a Write About It! writing prompt from 
Beyond Sight Words Activities (BSWA-B) Level 
B1. Encourage your child to use as many B1 
SnapWords® as possible. Continue the “building 

a sentence” theme – who/what did what?
 
HANDS-ON

Beyond Sight Words Activities B
Use Beyond Sight Words Activities B1 word 
recognition games (BINGO or GO FISH). Also do 
ABC Order.

Lesson 1

Lesson 2
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SIGHT WORDS 
Choose from games 2-5 in How to Teach 
SnapWords® to practice word recognition. 

SPELLING & PHONICS
SnapWords® Mini-Lessons 
Teach HAND, STAND using BSWA-F2.

Sound Spelling Teaching Cards
Keep key words on display. 

Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns
Practice Unit 8, Level 3 using Day 2 Routine.

BOOK
In Ivan, teach Phonics section 2; LE endings.

LANGUAGE
Grammar & Punctuation
Use R52. Your child will be replacing nouns with 
pronouns.

Vocabulary
Learn TALENTED.

WRITING
 Write using the map your child made on R51. 
Encourage the use of good adjectives, 
pronouns, and even SnapWords® and big 
Vocabulary words. This will take some 

deliberate thought!

HANDS-ON
Beyond Sight Word Activities F
Do Sentences to Illustrate, Fill in the Blank, and 
Making Phrases from BSWA-F2.

SIGHT WORDS 
Choose from games 2-5 in How to Teach 
SnapWords® to practice word recognition. 

SPELLING & PHONICS
SnapWords® Mini-Lessons 
Teach SUCH using BSWA-F2.

SIGHT WORDS 
Choose from games 2-5 in How to Teach 
SnapWords® to practice word recognition. 

SPELLING & PHONICS
SnapWords® Mini-Lessons 
Teach FACE using BSWA-F2.

Sound Spelling Teaching Cards
Keep key words on display. 

Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns
Practice Unit 8, Level 3 using Day 4 Routine.

Sound Spelling Teaching Cards
Keep key words on display. 

Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns
Practice Unit 8, Level 3 using Day 3 Routine.

BOOK
In Ivan, do Scan for Long Vowels.

LANGUAGE
Grammar & Punctuation
Use R53. Your child will be learning singular and 
plural nouns and their pronouns.

Vocabulary
Learn PURSUE.

WRITING
Use a Write About It sheet from BSWA Level F2. 
Have your child map out a plan for writing first. 
He/she will actually write the paragraph in 
Lesson 54. When planning, have him/her 

include the complete topic sentence, map three supporting 
details about the topic sentence, and then write a summary 
sentence. Advance planning can also include choosing 
SnapWords® and Vocabulary words desired.

HANDS-ON
Beyond Sight Word Activities F
Do Fill-in-the-Blank from BSWA-F2.

Lesson 52

Lesson 53

Lesson 54
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SIGHT WORDS 
Before beginning the lesson, clear out your 
pocket chart. Now, display N1-5 SnapWords®. 
Introduce words using Activity 1 in How to 
Teach SnapWords®.

SPELLING & PHONICS
SnapWords® Mini-Lessons 
Teach HAIR, CHAIR using BSWA-N1-5.

Sound Spelling Teaching Cards
Use Bossy R sounds SSTC: TURN, GIRL, WORM, HER, LEARN, 
DOLLAR, SYRUP, TOURIST.

Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns
Teach Unit 25, Level 1 using Day 1 Routine. Also refer to 
Teaching Notes #43 and to fingermapping notes at the bottom 
of the page.

BOOK
Do Sound Spellings section in Myrtle’s Collar. 

LANGUAGE
Grammar & Punctuation
Study homophones using STSP Unit 55, Level 3. 
Follow Day 1 Routine.

Vocabulary
Learn SHRIEK.

WRITING
Today we will start studying characters in a 
story. Read Earnest Earl again for fun and ask 
your child to pay attention to what Earl is like. 
Discuss words that describe his personality. Use 

a map to record adjectives that describe him. To help get him/
her started, ask questions. Is he shy or social? Kind or 
uncaring? Hard working or not so much?

HANDS-ON
Beyond Sight Word Activities N1
Play 1 Word Recognition Game and a Phonemic 
Awareness activity from N1-5.

SIGHT WORDS 
Choose from games 2-5 in How to Teach 
SnapWords® to practice word recognition. 

SPELLING & PHONICS
SnapWords® Mini-Lessons 
Teach ROCK, SAND, STAKE using BSWA-N1-5.

Sound Spelling Teaching Cards
Use Bossy R sounds SSTC: TURN, GIRL, WORM, HER, LEARN, 
DOLLAR, SYRUP, TOURIST.

Sounds & Their Spelling Patterns
Practice Unit 25, Level 1 using Day 2 Routine.

BOOK
Review the location words Sight Words section 
in Myrtle’s Collar.

LANGUAGE
Grammar & Punctuation
Study homophones using STSP Unit 55, Level 3. 
Follow Day 2 Routine.

Vocabulary
Learn ENORMOUS.

WRITING
Today, look at another book to study the 
character. Reread Bart’s Mart and use a map to 
describe Mark.

HANDS-ON
Beyond Sight Word Activities N1
Do Comprehension activities from N1-5 using 
Sentences to Illustrate and Fill-in-the-Blank. 

SIGHT WORDS 
Select a kinesthetic activity from #11-18 to 
practice words. 

SPELLING & PHONICS
SnapWords® Mini-Lessons 
Teach WORLD, YEAR using BSWA-N1-5.

Lesson 136 Lesson 137

Lesson 138


