Diagramming Sentences Demystified

| have worked on reviving the art of diagramming because | believe that it helps students easily
learn how to correctly construct sentences. This practice is something | first began to use when
| was teaching Spanish. It helped my students learn the language much more quickly.

Simple Diagramming - Nouns & Verbs

Write, or have the students write, these sentences using the color-coding. For hands-on
practice, use these activity sheets for simple sentences and direct objects.

Simple Sentences - Subject and verb.

Loy sorreeiieng oo

Peler | sol. Grondpo | snored.
Fifi | meowed. Grandmo | loughed.
Ll reod. Gross | grew.
Mom | cooked. Wind | blow.
Dod | work ed. inowr | fefl

Rain | fell, Water | hozo.

Thunder | boomed.

Bohies | crie:

Equirrels | chofforec

Birds | flew.



https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_Simple_Sentences_Activity.pdf?v=1694006928
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_Direct_Objects_Activity.pdf?v=1694182460

Direct Objects

Sorveone or soemething [Poeen) | dost pomeinng (voein) | B semsae o Somaeng e [noun)

S M I'E_'l'_l'!llll'll

The bay | Hheaw | he ball.
The waltrezs | lzak | the arder,
Jeseph | passed | the foatball.

fuzana | made | e bad.

&unfk Clavdia | coaked | dinner.

The secretary | fyped | a later.

Renee | calared | the plefure.

The awven | Baled | the cake,
1l wazhed | dishes,
Ciad | fizzd | the car,
The fire | Burned [ the lags,
The squimels | ki= | the acoms.
Uncle | painfed | the houss,

My leacher | taught | alessan,

Simple Diagramming - Adjectives

Adjectives are words that “fancy up” nouns or “add to the object.” They answer: “What
kind?”, “Which one?”, and “How many?". Adjectives tend to come before the noun.

Write, or have the students write, these sentences using the color-coding. Use these activity
sheets for hands-on practice.

Simple Dlagramming - Adjectives

Al B odmchven arovem The goenbon, “ Wl kind "

Thee ball Boy | thiew | the brewn ball
The Fiendly waitress | ook | the simple order.
The qulck secratary | typed | the long lefter,
The het even | baked | the chocolate cake,
The rearing fire | burned | the large logs.
The tan squirrels | kid | the small acarns:,

The laverite teacher | faught | a good lesion.



https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_with_Adjectives_Activity.pdf?v=1694118406
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_with_Adjectives_Activity.pdf?v=1694118406

Simple Dilagramming - Adjectives

AN These caljec vws wmwer B gues on, “Wheh oo

These Baoys | threw | that ball,
That woitress | fook | the first order.
Thiz secretary | Fyped | those letters.
Thiz oven | baked | that cake.
These fires | burned | those logs.
That saquleral | kid | hase azarms.

Thiz teachaer | faught | that lezzon.

Simple Dlagramming - Adjectives

Al e ol By erawe e gpeslon, “Hoss imsany T

Twa boys | threw | one ball,
Crme waltress | fook | several orders.

Three secratanies | typed | many letlars,

If you provide your students with blank frames like this one, they can use them to make
sentences of their own.



https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_Sentences_Blank_Frames.pdf?v=1694181994

Collecting Words

A practice that facilitates vocabulary acquisition and knowledge of the structure of language is
to display words according to their part of speech. In my 1st and 2nd grade classroom, | used
the walls as secondary teachers. We acquired one new word a day, used it, made sentences
with it, and at the end of the week, put our new words with their neighbors on the walls. You
can use these parts of speech visuals as headings for the wall displays.
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Writing with Flair

One of the biggest pitfalls in writing for 1st and 2nd graders is that they tend to just say what
they have to say in the most direct way.

| went to the park.
| ate cake.

| like 1o play.

Use the blank diagramming frames to prompt your students to elaborate on their writing and
prevent the need for you to remind them about using adjectives.



https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Parts_of_Speech_Visuals.pdf?v=1692803878
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_Sentences_Blank_Frames.pdf?v=1694181994

