
Diagramming Sentences Demystified

I have worked on reviving the art of diagramming because I believe that it helps students easily 
learn how to correctly construct sentences. This practice is something I first began to use when 
I was teaching Spanish. It helped my students learn the language much more quickly.
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Simple Diagramming - Nouns & Verbs

Write, or have the students write, these sentences using the color-coding. For hands-on 
practice, use these activity sheets for simple sentences and direct objects.

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_Simple_Sentences_Activity.pdf?v=1694006928
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_Direct_Objects_Activity.pdf?v=1694182460
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Simple Diagramming - Adjectives

Adjectives are words that “fancy up” nouns or “add to the object.” They answer: “What 
kind?”, “Which one?”, and “How many?”. Adjectives tend to come before the noun.

Write, or have the students write, these sentences using the color-coding. Use these activity 
sheets for hands-on practice.

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_with_Adjectives_Activity.pdf?v=1694118406
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_with_Adjectives_Activity.pdf?v=1694118406
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If you provide your students with blank frames like this one, they can use them to make 
sentences of their own.

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_Sentences_Blank_Frames.pdf?v=1694181994
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Collecting Words

A practice that facilitates vocabulary acquisition and knowledge of the structure of language is 
to display words according to their part of speech. In my 1st and 2nd grade classroom, I used 
the walls as secondary teachers. We acquired one new word a day, used it, made sentences 
with it, and at the end of the week, put our new words with their neighbors on the walls. You 
can use these parts of speech visuals as headings for the wall displays.

Writing with Flair

One of the biggest pitfalls in writing for 1st and 2nd graders is that they tend to just say what 
they have to say in the most direct way.

Use the blank diagramming frames to prompt your students to elaborate on their writing and 
prevent the need for you to remind them about using adjectives.

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Parts_of_Speech_Visuals.pdf?v=1692803878
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/1139/1566/files/Diagramming_Sentences_Blank_Frames.pdf?v=1694181994

