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The Shoe Canoe
BEFORE YOU READ    
(All SnapWords® resources are available at child1st.com) 

SOUND SPELLINGS:  
Write the target sound spelling on your whiteboard. We are still working with the sound 
OO, but today we will be spelling it with O-E and OE. The dash in the middle of O-E 
shows that a consonant goes in the space. Sound spelling words in this story are CANOE, 
MOVES, WHOSE, SHOE, LOSE, and PROVE. The words CANOE and SHOE end the same 
with an OE. MOVES, WHOSE, LOSE, and PROVE all have the O-E spelling.

 a. Play Quick Draw with the target spelling words. Let the children have time to   
 decorate the words SHOE and CANOE if they would like, to help them remember   
 those spellings. In the SnapWords® Nouns pack is a card showing SHOE which might  
 help them remember that word.
 b. MOVES, WHOSE, and LOSE all have an S that is mimicking the sound of Z.

SIGHT WORDS:  
for this story are BRING, GIVING, and GOING. All three end the same and the beginnings 
of the words can be sounded out.

SOUND OUT: 
these words: CATS, OKAY, WAY, MICE, SQUEAK, SWIM. The letters that are bold are long 
vowel spellings. The other words can be sounded out using simple sounds.

NOUNS:  
WATER, FRIENDS, BOY, GIRL, SHOE. SHOE is taught in the sound spelling portion of 
this lesson. WATER and GIRL both have Bossy R spellings: ER and IR. FRIEND can be 
remembered by saying the word like “FRI – END” as you are learning to write it correctly.
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PREVIEW:  
the storyline, scanning for sight words and for sound spelling words.

READ: 
a. To help with comprehension, prompt the children to close their eyes and “see” the 
action as they read each page.  
b. Tell the children that they will have a chance to retell the story after you read, so they 
should focus on what the story is saying. 
c. Consider having the children use scratch paper to record names of characters and a 
simple sequence of events as you read.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:

1. Go back and look at the pictures in the story. What details can you learn about the 
characters (boy, girl, mice) that the story didn’t actually state? 

2. Do the three mice behave differently from each other in the story? 

3. Can we tell which mouse is the most active at helping get them out of the city? 

4. The story didn’t say why the girl suddenly ran away and left them her shoe. Why do 
you suppose she did that? 
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In the city are little mice. The city has 
too many cats so the mice are going to 
the island soon. But they cannot swim. 
They want a canoe.



7

At last, the friends see a canoe! “This 
will be so cool!” say the mice. They are 
going to bring the canoe down to the 
river so they can go to the island!


