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PREVIEW:  
the storyline, scanning for sight words and for sound spelling words.

READ:  
a. To help with comprehension, prompt the children to close their eyes and “see” the 
action as they read each page.  
b. Tell the children that they will have a chance to retell the story after you read, so they 
should focus on what the story is saying. 
c. Consider having the children use scratch paper to record names of characters and a 
simple sequence of events as you read.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
 
1. Can you remember ever wandering away and getting lost while in a park or other 
public place? 

2. How did you feel? What did you do? 

3. What could the first grade and Miss Clare do to prevent the four children from 
wandering off? 

4. Do you think Miss Clare’s idea for finding the children was a good one? 

5. Would you do the same thing if you were in Miss Clare’s place? If not, what would you 
have done?
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HOW TO PLAY QUICK DRAW:

• Each child will have a whiteboard, marker and eraser.
• Say the first word on your list while the children listen.
• Hold up fingers to show the structure of the word, one finger for each letter. If two or 
more letters combine to make a sound, those fingers will be close together. Use only the 
sounds of letters, not the names of letters.
• As you point to each finger, sound out the word, making sure the children are sounding 
with you.
• Then say, “Sound and write.” The children will say each sound in the word as they write 
each sound on their whiteboards. It is important for them to orally sound, as this will 
guide them into correctly writing the word. If your child struggles with writing, let him or 
her use pull-down letters to form the words.
• Do a quick visual check for errors. If there is a mistake, do the fingermapping again, 
asking the child to sound with you to find out where the error is. 
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The first grade is going for their first 
walk of the year. “Where are we 
going?” the children ask their teacher. 
“We are going to the park. You must 
walk with me,” Miss Clare says.
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There they go down the street! There 
are 24 children who are going on the 
walk. They like the park. It has swings 
and slides. It has a sandbox. They will 
eat their lunch in the park.


