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ole wansCher
every pieCe Comes 
with a story

In 1949, furniture designer and professor Ole Wanscher 
designed what turned out to be his most famous piece of 
furniture – the Colonial Chair. It is Wanscher’s insistence on 
timeless, light aesthetics that makes the chair just as relevant 
today as when it was first conceived.

The chair’s name results from Wanscher’s fascination with 
18th design. With the Colonial Chair, he wished to pay tribute 
to classic conservative trends while ensuring the design’s 
suitability for modern homes. Now a highly sought-after col-
lector’s item around the world, the chair is a testament to 
Wanscher’s success in fusing the classic with the modern. 

Wanscher preferred slender, refined expression in furniture 
design – an aesthetic that is apparent in the Colonial Chair’s 
lines and flawless finish. Its sophisticated armrest is slightly 
curved and ascends to an elegant apex before turning 
downward: a Wanscher signature mark. The chair’s basic 
structure consists of a relatively simple slat framework 
whose elements lock into the joints, supporting each other. 
Still, despite the light and trim construction, the chair is 
exceptionally strong and durable. 

Furniture designer and professor Ole Wanscher (1903-1985) is regarded as 
a leading player in the Scandinavian furniture tradition. Wanscher’s design 
approach emphasized the minimalist interpretation of classic shapes for the 
functional needs of modern times. 

Wanscher’s academic background enabled him to combine his knowledge of ar-
chitecture with the practical craftsmanship of furniture design. In fact, Wanscher 
viewed furniture design as a branch of architecture, upholding proportion and 
shape as the cornerstones of his design approach. 

Wanscher’s furniture designs began to receive international recognition from 
the early 1990s, and today are highly sought-after collector’s items. Considered 
modern classics, they are notable for their rarely seen degree of detail, deep 
respect for the chosen materials, and the ability to radiate a subdued elegance 
that is simultaneously timeless, classic and thoroughly modern. 

When you choose a piece of Carl Hansen & Søn furni-
ture, you get much more than a physical product. Every 
piece represents a proud tradition of beautiful, distinc-
tive craftsmanship, where nothing is left to chance and 
every detail is executed with the greatest love for the 
history of the design and the crafting process. 

Each iconic work passes through numerous expert 
hands before taking pride of place in your living room, 
where it can recount the story of masterful design 
crafted in quality wood from sustainable Scandinavian 
forests. We hope you will continue to tell the story. For 
us, that story is the reason for making furniture.

carlhansen.com
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