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Program Overview 
 

Canada & Beyond provides students with the opportunity to learn in a 

variety of ways.  Engaging lessons are accompanied by relevant, 

sequential, and age-appropriate activities that encourage each student 

to utilize his/her strengths to reach his/her full potential. 

 

The Goal 
The goal of Canada & Beyond is to provide a comprehensive, teacher-

friendly program that develops students’ “understanding of who they are, 

where they come from, where they belong, and how they contribute to 

the society in which they live” (Ontario Social Studies Curriculum, 2013).  

The program is designed to allow students to acquire the factual and 

explicit knowledge necessary to have success during inquiry investigations. 

 

The Inquiry Process  
By presenting students with relevant and age-appropriate learning 

opportunities, they will have the ability to pose their own powerful inquiry 

questions.  Canada & Beyond is designed to follow the five components 

of the inquiry process:  

• formulating questions  

• gathering and organizing information, evidence, and/or data  

• interpreting and analyzing information, evidence, and/or data  

• evaluating information, evidence, and/or data and drawing conclusions  

• communicating findings  

Students will develop and acquire skills to empower them to think critically, 

solve problems, draw informed conclusions, and effectively communicate 

their ideas. 

 

Differentiation 
Canada & Beyond recognizes the individual and diverse needs of today’s 

classroom.  Suggestions for differentiation are included in each lesson.    
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Lesson 1 - Where in the World? 
 

In this introductory lesson, students will acquaint themselves with world geography 

through fun facts and trivia.  They will participate in a scavenger hunt to answer 

questions and then use the answers to reveal a secret phrase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Engaging Lesson 

  

 

 Teacher Note: Before this portion of the lesson, gather the necessary technology to 

access online search engines OR sign out the school computer lab.  If it is not possible to 

have the entire class online simultaneously, consider having half the class do the 

Showcase Your Learning portion of the lesson while half uses the technology, then 

switch.    

 
Begin by writing the title, Where in the World? on the board.  Explain to the students 

that to celebrate the kick-off of their new social studies exploration, you are giving 

them a challenge.  Tell them that you have prepared a series of 18 clues for which 

they will be searching for the answer.  They will have access to online search tools 

as their primary source of information.  If necessary, make a list of appropriate 

search engines on the board.   

 

Students may choose to work independently or in pairs.  Now, hand each 

Materials  

 
 access to online search tools 

 Where in the World? Questions (p. 8-9) 

 Where in the World? Answers (p. 10-11) 

 chart paper 

 markers 

 large world map 

 coloured file folder dot stickers 

 Past, Present and Future Travels template (p. 12) 

 Student Anecdotal Record Sheet (p. 13) 

 

Part 1 - Where in the World?! 
 

Materials  
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student/pair a copy of the Where in the World? Question & Answer page.  Read 

over the clues together and answer any questions the students may have.  Finally, 

draw their attention to the boxes in which they will record their answers.  Point out 

that each answer has a certain number of letters.  If they come across an answer 

that does not fit, they must continue to look.  Underneath one letter, there is a 

number.  This number corresponds to a space at the bottom of the page.  When all 

spaces at the bottom have been filled, a secret message will be revealed! 

 

Send the students off and invite them to begin.  Circulate throughout the work 

period to ensure students are on task and finding success. 

 

  

 

 Teacher Note: Hang the large world map on the board before the students enter.  Be 

sure it is in an accessible location. 

 

Congratulate the students on revealing the secret phrase in the last activity.  Invite 

a few volunteers to share some of the facts they found most interesting.  Write the 

phrase, Global Interactions.  Ask: 

 What does the word global mean? 

 Where else might we hear or see this word? 

 How could you use this word in a sentence? 

 

Draw a line coming from the word global and record their ideas below.  Agree 

upon a common definition for the term.   

 

Suggested definition for global:  Relating to the whole world OR worldwide 

 

Now, repeat the process for the word, interactions. 

 

Part 2 - The World Map 

 

Materials  
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Suggested definition for interactions:  An action that occurs between two things, 

groups, or entities. 

 

Invite the students to turn to a partner and discuss a final definition for the entire 

term, Global Interactions.  Ask the pairs to share their definitions and write a final 

class definition on a piece of chart paper.   

 

Explain that for the next few months, they will be learning and exploring the ways in 

which Canada interacts with other countries around the world.  Draw the students’ 

attention to the world map hung on the board.  Tell them that in a moment they will 

be given a series of stickers.  These stickers represent the ways in which they have 

interacted with the world, by way of living in another place or traveling there.  Ask: 

 Has anyone lived in a different city or a different country? 

 

Select a volunteer to come forward and hand him/her a set of stickers.  Ask the 

student to place a sticker on the location he/she lived before now (remind students 

that this is a world map and therefore, cities are very close together).  Next, ask the 

student to place a sticker on any place he/she has traveled.  Invite students to 

come forward, a few at a time, to repeat the procedure for themselves. 

 

When everyone has had a turn, stand back and look at the global interactions that 

have taken place in your own classroom. 

 

Showcase Your Learning 

Tell the students that they will now create a collaborative representation of their 

geographical past, present and future.  Hand each student a copy of the Past, 

Present and Future Travels template.   Tell them that individually, they will create a 

visual representation of where they have been, where they are now, and where 

they hope to go in the future.  The individual pieces will then be assembled to 
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create a group piece (e.g., quilt). 

 

Instruct the students to fill in the top of the page with the locations they plan to 

include.  Here, they can sketch, dot jot, and/or record any ideas they wish to 

incorporate.  When they have been given approval, they may begin the artistic 

component.  Encourage students to think creatively.  Ask: 

 How might I represent Australia as a place I hope to visit one day? (e.g., use 

national colours, draw a native animal, etc.) 

 

Remind them that they must represent locations from the three categories (past, 

present and future).  These can be three separate sections or interwoven.  Allow 

students ample time to complete their pieces.  When everyone is finished, choose 

one or two students to assemble the collaborative piece.  Hang it in a visible 

location for the rest of the school to enjoy! 

 

Differentiation 

Bookmark specific sites wherein students may access the answers to the 18 

questions during part one of the lesson. 

 

Assessment 

Circulate around the room while students are gathering evidence to answer the 18 

questions.  Record your observations on the Student Anecdotal Record Sheet. 
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Where in the World? Questions  
Question Answer 

In which country is it illegal 

to chew gum? 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 

The most populated 

continent on earth is… 

__ __ __ __  

What is the coldest 

continent in the world? 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

The largest country in the 

world is… 

__ __ __ __ __ __  

The smallest city in the 

world is… 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __      __ __ __ __ 

Name one country that is 

under a communist 

government. 

 

__ __ __ __ __  

In which country is the 

highest waterfall in the 

world located? 

 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  

In which country is the 

highest mountain peak 

located? 

 

__ __ __ __ __  

There are 24 ______   

________ in the world. 

__ __ __ __      __ __ __ __ __ 

There are 193 ________ of 

the United Nations. 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
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Canada has free-trade 

agreements with more than 

______ countries. 

 

__ __ __  

Canada belongs to APEC.  

It stands for Asia Pacific 

________ Cooperation 

 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  

The largest country in Africa 

is __________. 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __  

The only place penguins 

can breed in the northern 

hemisphere are the 

_________   ________. 

 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __  

The organization, Free the 

Children is currently doing 

work in ______ international 

countries.   

 

__ __ __ __ __  

40 075 km is the 

approximate length of the 

____________. 

 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __  

The country Canada trades 

with the most is the _______    

_______. 

__ __ __ __ __ __ 

__ __ __ __ __ __ 

Only 5% of this country’s 

population are human.  The 

rest are animals! 

 

__ __ __      __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

Use the number clues to fill in the spaces below.  Reveal the secret phrase! 

__ __ __ __ __ __ 

 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

18 12 10 14

 
 18 

6

 
 18 

11

 
 18 

16

 
 18 

8

 
 18 

7

 
 18 

5

 
 18 

15

 
 18 

13

 
 18 

17

 
 18 

9

 
 18 
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Where in the World? Answers 

Question Answer 

In which country is it illegal to chew 

gum? 

Singapore 

The most populated continent on 

earth is… 

Asia 

What is the coldest continent in the 

world? 

Antarctica 

The largest country in the world is… Russia 

The smallest city in the world is… Vatican City 

Which country is under a communist 

government? 

China 

In which country is the highest 

waterfall in the world located? 

Venezuela 

In which country is the highest 

mountain peak located? 

Nepal 

There are 24 ______   ________ in the 

world. 

time zones 

There are 193 _________ of the 

United Nations 

members 

Canada has free-trade agreements 

with more than ______ countries. 

ten 
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Canada belongs to APEC.  It stands 

for Asia Pacific ________ 

Cooperation 

economic 

The largest country in Africa is 

__________. 

Algeria 

The only place penguins can breed 

in the northern hemisphere are the 

_________   ________. 

Galapagos Islands 

The organization, Free the Children 

is currently doing work in ______ 

international countries.   

eight 

40 075 km is the approximate length 

of the ____________. 

Equator  

The country Canada trades with the 

most is the _______    _______. 

United States 

Only 5% of this country’s population 

is human.  The rest are animals! 

New Zealand 

 

GLOBAL INTERACTIONS 
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Past, Present and Future Travels  
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