
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educational Resource Guide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author(s): Suzy Lee 

Illustrator: Suzy Lee 

Genre: Picture Book 

Guided Reading Level: O 

Lexile Level: 570L 

Suitable for: Ages 4—10 

Curriculum Connections: 

Cultural Diversity / Sharing / Folktales 

An Aldana Libros Book 



 

 

Before reading questions: 

1. Cover the book title and look at the illustration. What do you 

think the book will be about? What kinds of 

problems do you think the characters may face? 

2. Why is shade important? What are some 

ways we can create shade?  

3.  What do you know about Korea? 

4. Can you think of a time when you 

used shade to cool yourself down? 

Discuss as a class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Engaging with Folktales 

The Shade Tree is a retelling of a traditional Korean folktale. Folktales are 
fictional stories told by people with a shared culture and passed on by word of 
mouth. They do not have a single author. Folktales were often used to teach a 
lesson, reinforce a belief, or to explain natural phenomena.  
 
Fairytales, tall tales, legends, and myths are all types of folktales. 
  
Suzy Lee, the book’s author and illustrator, says this about The Shade Tree, 
“There are similar stories about the weak and poor giving the people with 
power and wealth a hard time in the folk tales of many countries in the world.”  
 
  

 

Why do you think these kinds of stories are popular? 

  

Discuss with the class what folktales they already know. Do you know 

where these folktales originated (either country or region)? If you have a 

map, point out the countries or regions where these folktales originated. 



 

 

Critical discussion 

Read the first three spreads to “And he lay down in the shade.”  

- What do you think of the rich man’s claim to own the trees 

shade? Do you agree with him? 

- Do you think it is fair for one person to own shade? Why or why 

not? 

Read the next two spreads to “And the villagers thanked him and 

happily relaxed.”  

- How did the young traveler change the rich man’s mind? What 

do you think will happen next? 

  

 

Activity: Create your own shade tree! 

Materials needed: 

Various art supplies, including construction paper, scissors, glue sticks, 

markers, and pencil crayons.  

The activity: 

• Instruct the class to create their own shade tree from the supplies 

provided. Cut out the trunk and leaves with the construction 

paper and arrange them on a piece of paper with glue.  

• Ask each student to draw a sun and think about where the shade 

would be beneath it.  

• Once the sun is drawn, color the spot where shade should be. 

Encourage young readers to draw themselves in the scene. 

 



 

 

After reading discussion 

1. Can you think of other resources that should be shared in 

communities? Why should these resources be shared with others? 

Discuss as a class.  

2. Would you buy the shade of a tree? If you answered yes, how much 

would you pay for it? 

3. How would you describe the young traveler? What can this 

character teach us? 

4. How would you describe the rich man? What can this character 

teach us? 

5. What other things do you think are important for us all to share?  

 

 

 

A bit about the author and illustrator Suzy Lee: 

2022 Hans Christian Andersen Award winning illustrator Suzy Lee is a 

critically acclaimed Korean picture book artist and illustrator. Her books 

include Mirror, Wave, and Shadow, which are known collectively as 

"The Border Trilogy." 

 

 

 

 

 


