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Nature is an Artist celebrates the incredible artistic inspiration 
we can find in nature, including fun and easy crafts to create. 
This guide shares a selection of craft ideas featured in the book, 
with instructions on how to make them.
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ACTIVIT Y #1

Fingerprint Painting
With our fingers alone, we can create our favorite parts of 
nature, like the bumblebees, trees, and daisies featured in 
Nature is an Artist.  

Think about something that makes you smile when you step 
outside, like the kids in the book. Is it a bumblebee? A tree? 
Maybe it’s a bright daffodil flower, or a beautiful butterfly?  
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MAT ERIALS NEEDED:

• White construction paper
• Nontoxic finger paint in desired colors
• Smock to protect clothing from the paint
• Newspaper or other old materials to protect  

the surface you are working on
• A paintbrush
 

DIRECTIONS:

• Once you have decided on something in nature that  
makes you smile, select paint colors that match it.

• Place the paint on a wide plate or tray.

• Dip your fingertip into the paint.

• Carefully press your fingertip onto the blank piece of paper.

• Keep pressing into the paper over and over (adding more 
paint to your finger as needed) to create the shape of your 
selected object.

• If you would like to add other plants or animals to create a 
nature scene, select your preferred paint colors and repeat 
the steps above.

• Let dry.

• Once dry, use the paintbrush and a small amount of paint  
to add additional details to your fingerprint painting. 
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 ACTIVIT Y #2

Nature Collage 

Many different things can be used to create a collage, including 
paper, cut-out images from magazines, fun fabrics, and buttons. 
Materials from nature can also be used, such as leaves and 
flower petals. With these supplies, you can create a collage, just 
like Nature does in the book!
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MAT ERIALS NEEDED:

• Scissors
• Glue
• Sturdy paper to glue the collage onto
• A selection of:

 » Leaves, flower petals, and pine cones found  
on the ground outside (if available)

 » Construction paper in different colors
 » Unused fabrics (such as from old clothes)
 » Buttons
 » Magazines or newspapers with colorful images

DIRECTIONS:

• Think about a scene to create with your collage.  
Maybe you would like to create a meadow full of flowers,  
a forest, or even a deep blue ocean.

• Cut your materials as needed using the scissors.

• Glue your materials onto the paper.

• Add as many materials and details as you would like to 
create your nature scene.
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ACTIVIT Y #3

Fossil Stamps
Nature etches fossils into the ground. You can make your own 
fossils using potato stamps, just like the kids in the book!
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MAT ERIALS NEEDED:

• 2–3 small potatoes, cut in half
• A knife (for an adult to use)
• Construction paper
• Washable paint
• A tray or plate for the paint
• Smock to protect clothing from the paint
• Newspaper or other old materials to protect the  

surface you are working on
 

DIRECTIONS:

• Create the stamps: Have an adult use the knife to  
carve part of the potato into the shape of a fun but  
simple pattern. A heart, a star, a leaf, or a tulip head  
are all great options.

• Squeeze chosen paint colors onto the tray.

• Dip the stamp into the paint, and then press  
onto a sheet of construction paper.

• Repeat as many times as you would like  
with different stamps and paint colors.

• Let dry.
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ACTIVIT Y #4

Rainbow Jar
Nature creates beautiful rainbows that shine brightly in the sky. 
Did you know that you can create a rainbow in a jar using only  
a few simple materials?
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 MAT ERIALS NEEDED:

• A clean glass jar (empty jam or pasta sauce jars  
are great options)

• Brightly colored tissue paper
• White glue
• Thick paint brush
• Other decorations if desired, such as stick-on jewels
• Scissors
• Battery-operated tealight  

(or, with adult supervision, a real tealight candle)
• Newspaper or other old materials to protect the surface  

you are working on

 DIRECTIONS:

• Cut or tear the tissue paper into strips.  

• Dip the paint brush into the white glue, and paint it onto the 
outside of the glass jar.

• Before the glue can dry, attach a tissue paper strip to the jar  
on top of the glue.

• Repeat painting the glue on the jar, and sticking the tissue paper on 
top, until the jar is covered. You can even layer the strips of tissue 
paper slightly on top of each other to create different effects.

• Once the glue and tissue paper have dried, attach any additional 
decorations, such as stickers or jewels.

• Place the battery-operated tealight inside the jar  
(or have an adult light a real candle for you).

• Admire your beautiful rainbow jar as it shines and flickers!  


