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Taking Blissful   
    Pictures of 
       Your Dog
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Seriously, here are our Blissful Best Tips for 
taking stunning shots of your dog. These 
tips are geared toward using your phone, if 
using a regular camera, adjust accordingly.

Before the Shoot

Select a site that is 100% safe for your dog 
to be off lead. Your backyard, a friend’s 
fenced yard, any natural setting that has a 
safe, secure fence around it. Then you can 
relax and let the shoot unfold.

If possible have some props that allow your 
dog to be up off the ground a bit. Big rocks, 
logs, a retaining wall, picnic table, etc. Gotta 
say it, safety first!

Note: We landscaped our previous backyard 
with lots of gravel and big flat rocks for the 
Frenchies to sit on and enjoy the Minnesota 
sun. I got great pictures of them on those 
rocks. The puppy below is on a dock beside 
a lake.

The best time of the day for an outdoor 
shoot is earlier in the morning or later in 
the afternoon. The sunlight will be more 
flattering then.

Enlist the help of a tolerate, patient 
friend who can take direction. Good 
luck with this one. But it really does 
help to have an assistant to help 
wrangle the shots.

Bathe your dog, or have them 
groomed, a day or so before the 
photo shoot. Be sure nails are done. If 
your dog has a dry nose, start their 
Nose Butter a few days in advance of 
the shoot so it will be at its best for 
the pictures.

Check to be sure you have room on your 
phone, as you will be taking a LOT of 
pictures. Pro photographers say one decent 
shot out of 50 is great. Also, change the 
setting to the highest resolution (biggest) 
on your phone.

Special Accommodations

If you are shooting a flat-faced, senior or 
dog with any health challenges, adjust 
accordingly. 

Do not shoot a flat-faced breed, like a 
French Bulldog or Pug in the sun or temps 
over 50-60 F. Not only is it dangerous for 
them, they will also pant and be bug-eyed, 
neither of which is the look you want. Cool, 
Calm and Collected is Key!

The Zen of Dog Photography

Your state of mind will ensure the success of 
the photo shoot. Your dog probably does not 
understand, “Look at the camera, Wiggles.” 
Keep it happy, upbeat and fun. Also take 
your time and don’t rush to get the perfect 
picture. 

Smize For The Camera! We’re All Rooting For You!
Your dog has the potential to be America’s Next Top Dog Supermodel, now all you have to 
do is unleash (I went there), your inner Tyra. 
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Remember, your dog will pick up on any 
frustration, even if it’s not directed toward 
them. Do whatever it takes to be positive. 

You’ll be ahead of the game if your dog 
knows basic obedience, such as sit and 
stay. Don’t worry if they don’t, we have 
ideas.

The Day of the Shoot

Dress accordingly, you may be lying on the 
ground to get the right shot. 

Here’s a short list of supplies to have.

Photo Shoot Supplies

 ◦ Phone charger/battery pack
 ◦ Water & bowls
 ◦ Snacks
 ◦ Poop bags
 ◦ Longer leash, if needed
 ◦ Sunglasses
 ◦ Squeak toys
 ◦ Ball
 ◦ Chair or stool of some sort
 ◦ Do Not Disturb Sign (if needed)

Give yourself plenty of time to get yourself, 
your dog and your assistant ready.

Walk the area and check for that could 
injure/annoy/distract you or your dog. 

Make sure the background that will be in 
the picture is appropriate. You do not want 
to get THE best shot and have poop in it. 
Or a pooper scooper!

Actual Photo Taking Tips

Let your dog explore and play a bit to 
get used to the area and diffuse the 
excitement. Not enough for them to start 
panting, just a bit of controlled exploration. 

In our experience, if you sit down and act 
nonchalant and let them go about their 

business for a bit, you will get better candid 
shots. The candids can be the best!

Take a few pictures to get your dog used to 
what you are doing and have fun with it.

Get down on your dog’s level. This may 
mean lying on the ground or sitting on a 
stool. 

Alternatively, safely pose your dog on the 
table, rocks, etc. mentioned earlier.

Phone Tip! Hold your arms tight to your 
sides so you don’t shake the camera.

Look At Me!

This is probably the hardest part of dog 
photography. To get your dog to look 
at you, maybe even to cock their head 
and give you that uber-cute “Who me?” 
expression. 

The puppy below was one of mine. I was 
sitting on s stool and got a bit low and 
made a clicking noise and boom...got it.
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There are a lot of gadgets and tools to use to 
help get a good photo of your dog and some 
are shown below. Since I’ve not personally 
tested any of them, I am simply sharing.

Capturing That Perfect 
Expression With Helper

Pose dog in general area 

Have assistant hold them and right before 
you are ready to snap have them let go

In some cases the 
assistant will have 
to hold the dog in 
place and you can 
Photoshop or crop 
out their hand later. 
This is especially 
necessary with puppies. See my hand above.

Have assistant squeak toy behind you and as 
dog looks up, snap the picture

Or toss the toy or stick, etc. in the direction 
you want the dog to look

Make a clicking, squeaking or kitty cat 
meowing noise

Have something hard and knock on it

Try recording another dog barking, an actual 

cat or any attention grabbing noise on your 
phone and play that

In other words get creative with a noise and 
have whomever is making it be behind the 
photographer

Catching the Moment Solo

OK, your helper bailed and it’s you and your 
dog and you’re determined to get a great 
shot.

Follow the tips for letting them burn off 
a bit of energy first and position yourself 
appropriately.

Then make a quick noise (clicking, whistle, 
meow, go for it) and when they look snap as 
many pics as you can.

Top Three Tips

 ◦ Plan ahead
 ◦ Take a lot of pictures
 ◦ Keep it fun

There you have it! Our best tips for 
capturing those memory capturing 
moments. Plus, you’ll be the envy of your dog 
friends when your cute puppy pic goes viral! 
Have fun!
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Tips for Fabulous iPhone Photos
Like many of us, I am afflicted with bright, shiny syndrome. So, the minute the iPhone X 
Max came out I was on it. For me, this is the iPhone I have been waiting for. With it came 
an hour of support with an Apple guru and I used it for photo tips. Of course, I’m sharing 
with ya’ll.

#1 Quick Shot

To get the best pictures of your dog you need to be able to snap FAST! 
Did you know there’s a shortcut on the lock screen that opens the 
camera NOW? Swipe from right to left across the lock screen and like 
magic  your camera is ready. (see screen grab)

If your iPhone supports 3D Touch (which is going away soon anyway), 
press HARD on the camera icon that’s on your lock screen and the 
camera opens.  (see screen grab)

#2 Balance

Composing your photo using the Rule of Thirds can help your photos 
be more interesting and balanced. This comes naturally to some, 
but not for everyone. The theory is that if you frame the focus of the 
photo where the lines meet or cross the photo organically feels more 
balanced.
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You can achieve this by making sure your 
shots have some extra room to work 
with on the edges. In other words, take a 
picture with more background and then 
crop it to be interesting.

Plus, your iPhone has a built-in option 
that helps you use this scientific tool.

Turn on the “Grid” option on your iPhone, 
you will see grid lines on your camera 
screen.

Tap on Settings > Camera> Grid

#3 Don’t Flash

To eliminate the dreaded red-eyed 
monster, try to not use the flash when 
taking pics of your dog. Play with a few 
with and without flash and see what 
works for your environment.

You can usually brighten the picture a bit 
in the Edit area of your phone.

#4 Don’t Zoom

The zoom feature is great, but you lose 
quality when you use it too much. You will 
get better quality by getting a bit closer, 
shooting more background and then 
cropping the photo later.

#5 Snap the Volume

You can snap the picture using your 
volume buttons on the side of the phone, 
rather than the jiggly button. You can 
also use the volume on your headphones 
to click pictures. For many shots these 
methods will be faster, give you more 
control and keep the phone steadier. 

#6 Clean the Lens

One time I was convinced the cataract on 
my right eye had gotten worse overnight. 
I was actually calling the eye doctor to 
schedule the appointment when a little 
voice said, “Clean your glasses, silly.” Yep, 
it was dog nose smudges and probably 
donut frosting. 

The moral, clean your phone camera lens.

These few iPhone specific tips can be 
adapted for other types of phones. 

Add these iPhone specific tips to all of the 
blissful photo taking tips in the previous 
section and you are on your way to 
taking photos of your dog you can both 
be proud of!

One last piece of advice, yep, HAVE FUN!
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photo shoot List

Phone charger/battery pack

Water & bowls

Snacks

Poop bags

Longer leash, if needed

Sunglasses

Squeak toys

Ball

Chair or stool of some sort

Do Not Disturb Sign (if needed)

HAVE FUN!

What Worked & What Not So Much
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