
HOW TO IRON AN OLD KING COLE CLOTHIERS SHIRT 
 

 1
Turn the shirt inside out! 
 
Never let the hot surface of the iron touch the outside of the shirt; only iron the inside of the shirt. 

 2
Set the iron’s temperature to low heat! 
 
Set your iron to the second-lowest setting. Print-on-demand ink is more sensitive to heat than traditional fabric ink and if your 
iron is too hot, you risk damaging the print.  
 
As a point of reference, Ray’s iron (an ancient Black & Decker model) has heat settings that run from 0 (Off) to 7 (Very Hot). The 
lowest steam setting is 4. Ray sets this iron’s heat setting to 2 when ironing OKCC shirts.  

 3
Use a “spritzer” bottle to wet the shirt. 
 
Since you will be setting your iron to a low heat setting—lower than the lowest steam setting—you’ll have to wet the shirt by 
hand. Ray uses a small plastic “spritzer” bottle—you can get them at most drug stores—filled with tap water. The top has a 
trigger you can pull to spray water in a fine mist onto the shirt you are ironing. Use this to keep the shirt damp as you iron. The 
iron will mostly, but not completely, dry the shirt as you iron it, and you will be able to see, by the wet and dry sections, where 
you have ironed and where you have not. 

 4
Iron the collar. 
 
Start with the collar. Flip it up and iron it from the underside. 

5 
Iron the shoulders. 
 
Next, iron the shoulders. This is a little tricky, because the shoulders have two layers of fabric instead of just one, so you have to 
take extra care not to iron in wrinkles. 

Continued on back… 



6 
Iron the sleeves. 
 
Iron the sleeves one at a time. With the sleeve pulled inside out, lay it flat and iron from the shoulder seam to the cuff, being 
careful to avoid the buttons. Ray generally does not iron the cuffs themselves, though you can if you like by unbuttoning them 
and carefully ironing them at the pointy part of your ironing board. 

7 
Iron the body. 
 
Finally, iron the body. Start with the button-hole side; this is the side with the pocket, so be careful not to iron in wrinkles there. 
As always, you’ll be ironing the inside of the shirt, not the outside. 
 
Rotate around to the back of the shirt. You’ll most likely have to iron this in 2-3 sections. 
 
Finally, iron button side of the front of the shirt, being careful to iron around (not over) the buttons, which will be underneath the 
fabric since you will be ironing on the inside and not the outside of the shirt. 

8  
Hang immediately and let dry. 
 
Finally, hang the shirt up immediately to let it dry. The iron will have dried most of the water you sprayed onto the shirt, but 
hang drying will take care of the rest. Because we use light-weight cotton, our shirts hang dry pretty quickly. 
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