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The Quiet before renewal 
,C Ihe CorIh, iI iH deeE wiCIer. HardAy aCy HigCH of EAaCI Aife, aCd iC BaCy EAaceH, a carEeI of 
HCow. )KeC here iC .orIh FAorida HoBe of Ihe IreeH are bare aCd Ihe birdH haKe fAed Io 
warBer areaH. & few dayH ago, we had a warB uE aCd Ihe frogH caBe ouI of hidiCg aCd 
HIarIed HiCgiCg. , feAI bad for Ihe AiIIAe criIIerH becauHe , kCew Ihey had beeC fooAed! There iH a 
HBaAA Aake iC froCI of By houHe, aCd duriCg HuBBer aAA you caC hear iH frogH IaAkiCg Io each 
oIher, iI iH a woCderfuA HouCd. BuI IheyNKe goCe back Io HAeeE Cow.  

&H Ihe worAd HAeeEH, Ihe EAaCIH Aie dorBaCI, iINH IiBe Io igCiIe a creaIiKe fire aCd geI iCHEiraIioC 
froB oIher EAaceH. You BighI be HurEriHed, or EerhaEH CoI, aI Ihe CuBber of arIiHIH who Hay 
.&TUR) iH Iheir biggeHI iCHEiraIioC. So whaI haEEeCH duriCg wiCIer? There are oIher IhiCgH Io 

Aook aI, yeH…. Ihe bAue HhadowH oC whiIe HCow, Ihe EaIIerC of ice oC Ihe wiCdowH, Ihe HkeAeIoCH 
of IreeH. ,f you are AoCgiCg for Bore, IhereNH PiCIereHI for a gAoriouH HIroAA Ihrough creaIiKe 
gardeC ideaH !geI ready for HEriCg!) aCd oC YouIube, you caC go aABoHI aCywhere iC Ihe worAd 
Cow wiIh Ihe Bagic of droCe KideograEhy. There iH a beauIifuA EAace caAAed (ooke ,HAaCdH IhaI , 
HIroCgAy HuggeHI you check ouI! We hoEe you eC?oy IhiH fuC iHHue fuAA of FuieI iCHEiraIioCH. 

Kira   ,AyHa 
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30 Years of Practice  
& About 3 Hours   

Written by Syndee Holt 

Karen Lewis, or Klew, lives and works in the little 
California mountain town of Tehatchapi. While most of us 
in the clay world know Klew for her gorgeous polymer 
clay, she also owns a fantastic little bead shop in her 
town.  If you want different or unusual or even the hottest 
thing in beading or jewelry assembly, Klew will most likely 
have it.  

Back in 1987 is when Klew and clay met, “I had this idea 
to making brooches to begin with.  Senator Albright was 
on TV and she was known for her brooch collection and 
this gave me the idea to do brooches.”  She continued, 
“Initially I wanted to create some tribe from another world 

and make up a story for this tribe.”  Klew’s sister worked for Disney sculpting character 
prototypes for the rides out of white polymer clay.  She would bring home the sculptures an 
bake them in their mom’s oven. So naturally, Klew decided to make her brooches out of this 
white clay, “So how was I going to treat this white clay? Paint? Gold Leafing?  Putting feathers 
in it?  Remember I was making some kind of fantastical tribe. I went on a quest to craft stores 
and I asked for oven 
bakeable clay and got 
looks like I was from 
Mars.” She finally found a 
store that had just put out 
a display of COLORED 
clay (Fimo), so she bought 
a bar and opened it in the 
store and her brain 
exploded, “Oh MY GOD!  
It comes in COLORS?  It 
was like the movie 
Fantasia, I blew my mind.” 
She bought $20 worth of 
clay that day.
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So Klew is now several weeks into trying to use the 
clay. She referred to it as, “several weeks into make 
a bunch of crap.  I made my first cane and made a 
button out of it.  It was ugly. I was trying to build 
everything at the  actual size, we didn’t know that 
you could build the patternlarger and reduce it.”  
Her friend she was working went home and Klew 
wadded up all the attempts and pushed them into a 
ball. She describes what happened, “I took my long 
Exacto blade and cut the big wad in half.  I looked 
at the cut open edge, shaved it with a single edged 
blade and I saw all those designs I had made but 
they were much smaller now.  OMG - I could reduce 
those designs!  I managed to dial my friend and I 
shouted, “It gets smaller!” and hung up on her.” Her 
friend showed up right away and when Klew 
showed her how it got smaller, she said “We can 
live on rice and beans for the next month, I’ve got 
$50 bucks, let’s go buy clay.”  Klew recalls, “We 
were up for 3 days exploring cane reduction. Prior 
to this, I had been circling the drain as a drug 
addict.  But the 3 days we stayed up we had no 
drugs, we were so high on the clay.  Within 3 
months I was completely clean.  It’s my therapy and 
I crave it and I need it like a drug. I owe it my life.”
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In the beginning, she didn’t really do her 
homework on how to price her work. People 
would tell her that she didn’t (and still doesn’t) 
charge enough for her work, but she would tell 
them, “It’s my therapy. I don’t want to have a 
museum, I want to share it.”She continues, “But 
I realized that if you don’t give something of 
value, they aren’t going to value it either.” So 
she did her due diligence and figured out her 
time to complete a piece, amount of clay she 
used, the number of slices from a particular 
cane. So now when someone asks her how 
long it took to make a piece, she responds, “Oh 
about thirty years and three hours!”

Visit Syndee Holt for more fun stuff  
here at her blog:   

 https://synssculpeyblog.wordpress.com/  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Polymer Clay Q&A 
WiIh Kira SAye 

Q: How (and why) do I seal polymer clay? 

A: Short answer- you don’t need to, most of the time. This question gets asked a lot, I guess people 
make the assumption that because it is art it has to be sealed. There are only a couple of reasons you 
might want to seal your polymer clay work.  

If you used mica powders or gold/silver/metal leaf on the clay while uncured, and just stuck it on with 
your fingers or a brush, AND you made a jewelry item that is going to be touched and worn, OR an art 
piece that is going outside into the elements, then yes, you may want to seal that so your additions 
don’t rub off eventually.  The quick, easy, “compatible” way to seal a piece like that is a second baking 
under a thin coating of liquid clay. Sculpey Liquid Bakeable Clear Medium is perfect for this because it 
cures matte OR you can give it a gentle blast with a heat gun to make it glossy. Ginger from 
TheBlueBottleTree.com has a lengthy article on compatibility of other sealers on the market if you still 
feel like you need to seal your item.  

If you paint your piece with acrylic or oil paints, it doesn’t need to be sealed. Paint bonds fairly well 
with the surface of your clay and unless the piece is going to be touched and handled A LOT the paint 
isn’t going anywhere. And if you are making art to be looked at and not touched,  you really don’t need 
to seal it at all. Display it and enjoy! 

Q: Why are their bubbles in my piece? 

A: The short answer is AIR is inside the clay. Or trapped under it. When conditioning, if you are not 
careful you can trap air into the clay. Many people say to put your clay into your pasta roller with the 
“fold down” against the rollers. I feel that this traps air unless you are very careful about flattening 
that fold first. The easy way to avoid this is to turn the clay so the fold is sideways and as the clay goes 
through the roller, the air gets squeezed up and out. Try changing your direction and see if it helps! 

 

 

Have other questions? Ask them in the Tribe: 
www.polymerclaytribe.com  or comment in the 
discussion area! We will feature answers to common 
questions each month. 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THE POLYMER CHEF 
            

Kosher Salt:  Three Ways 
The Polymer Chef
by Suzanne Ivester
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The obvious difference between plain table salt and kosher salt is that the latter has much larger 
grains and a coarser texture. Many recipes call for kosher salt, probably because it’s easier to pick up 
with your fingers and gives you more control over your seasoning. Some chefs say it has a less 
intense and a purer taste (it doesn’t contain iodine).  

Probably the place where you’ve most often seen kosher salt is on the rim of a margarita glass. But 
here are three simple ways to use it with polymer clay that are almost as much fun. The photo shows 
a “sampler” brooch that includes all three techniques. The large circle was made with “Suede Finish,” 
the pointed shapes are “Shake n Bake,” and the crescent is “It’s the Pits.”

1. It’s the Pits
This is the simplest of the three techniques and is a quick way to achieve a random, organic surface 
look. 

Ingredients: Polymer clay, kosher salt, paint (optional). I used Premo! polymer clay in a blend of equal 
parts orange, pink, and white, and sponged on white acrylic paint after curing.

A. Shape beads either by hand or in a bead roller. Roll beads in kosher salt and reshape them. 
B. For cabochons, shape them in a mold, remove them, dip the tops in salt, and then re-mold them. 
C. After baking, soak the pieces in warm water until the salt dissolves. 
D. To emphasize the texture, you can apply acrylic or oil paint to the surface and then rub some of it 
off. 

2. Shake n Bake
This technique is really just as simple, but it requires two extra ingredients. You can use any colors 
you like, but there should be plenty of contrast between the colors of the clay and the embossing 
powder. Metallic embossing powders look great on black or brown clay, producing a weathered, 
distressed-metal look. 

Ingredients: Polymer clay, Armor All protectant spray, embossing powder, kosher salt.  I used a blend 
of equal parts Premo! orange and pink clays with Stamp-n-Stuff Blushing Pink Pastel embossing 
powder.

A. Spritz a shallow puddle of Armor All protectant on your glass or tile work surface. Roll beads 
around in it or use a cosmetic sponge to dab it on flat surfaces. 

B. Measure ½ teaspoon embossing powder and 2 tablespoons kosher salt into a ZipLoc bag; shake 
to mix well. 

C.  Shake the polymer pieces, three or four at a time, in the salt mixture until they’re well coated. 

D. If you’re making a large quantity, add another ¼ teaspoon embossing powder to the salt after 
every twelve beads. 

E. If your pieces are flat on the back (as mine are here), you can bake them on a tile or your usual 
baking surface. If they are to be covered on all sides (like round beads), pour a layer of kosher salt 
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into an oven-proof container or paper coffee filter. Place the beads on the salt, not touching each 
other, for baking.

F. Soak your baked pieces in warm water to remove any salt that has stuck to the surface.

3. Suede Finish
This technique is less random than the other two: you have more control over the final appearance of 
the surface because you create the texture with your own hands and can stop whenever you’re happy 
with the effect.

Ingredients: Polymer clay, alcohol ink, embossing powder, kosher salt. I used Piñata Calabazas 
Orange ink, Premo! white polymer clay, and Clear Sculpey Liquid Clay. 

A. Drop bright- or dark-colored alcohol ink on white or light-colored clay and spread it around evenly 
with a sponge. Let the ink dry completely. 
B. Pour a small amount of kosher salt on the inked surface and rub it gently with your finger. The 
color will get lighter as the inked layer breaks up, and the surface will begin to look like suede. Keep 
rubbing until you like the results. 
C. If you want to create a pattern, as I have here, apply one drop of ink at a time and blow on it with a 
straw to create interesting lines and shapes. 
D. You’ll need to use some kind of sealant. I spread on a small amount of clear (not translucent) 
Liquid Sculpey before baking.

So go right now and search your pantry to see if you have a box of kosher salt. If not, it’s available 
with the other types of salt in all supermarkets. A word of caution: when you’re following a food recipe 
that calls for kosher salt and yours is in your craft room, you can substitute plain table salt, but use 
only half as much, because the smaller particles of regular salt fit much more densely into a 
measuring spoon. Now go have a margarita!

Visit Suzanne, The Polymer Chef, today for more fun stuff: 
http://thepolymerchef.blogspot.com/  
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Love Note Bug 
by Melissa Terlizzi

Valentine’s Day is one of those holidays (like Halloween) that used to be for kids.  Slowly, sneakily, 
over the years while we were busy raising families and doing laundry, Valentine’s Day was stolen by 
greeting card companies, jewelry store chains, and candy makers—marketing whizzes pushed the 
day on adults in a (successful) effort to separate them from their paychecks.  Nowadays, woe be the 
lover who doesn’t show up with dinner reservations and a heart -shaped box on February 14!  My 
favorite things about Valentine’s Day are old school:an old shoebox - turned - mailbox decorated with 
paper hearts and doilies; Valentines in mini envelopes exchanged between shy classmates;  and t 
those candy hearts stamped with sentiments like “U R Mine” that taste like chalk. Give me these 
things, and leave the wilting rose bouquet at the store!For this Valentine’s Day project, let’s harken 
back to the days when sweetness wasn’t only something calorie - filled and chocolate - covered.  This 
clay love bug holds a secret message under its wings.  It’s  something simple enough to do with your 
kids or grandkids - create them together for all the people you love.  Now that’s something to 
celebrate!
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Materials:

premo! Sculpey® - Black, Red, White 
Pearl Ex Powder in Silver
Texture sheet
Wire (18-20 gauge)
Wire cutters, small pliers
Letter stamps
Circle cutters, 1”, 1 ¼”, 1 ¾”
Mini circle cutters or punches, various sizes
Clay (tissue) blade, Craft knife
Pasta machine
Acrylic rolling pin
Plastic wrap
U-shaped gouge (optional)
Silver acrylic paint, paintbrushes
Polymer clay glaze (hi-gloss)
Paper towel, Parchment paper (optional)
Ceramic tile

Instructions:

Condition the red clay (½ of a 2 oz package should be plenty) and roll out a sheet using a fairly thick setting of 
the pasta machine.  I use a Makin's brand machine, and used setting #2.  Cut a circle out of the clay using the 
1 ¾" circle cutter.  Then, using a straight blade, cut the circle evenly down the middle.  

Because the wings are designed to swing 
out to the sides, they have to be trimmed 
at the top. Otherwise the tips of the wings 
will bump into each other and won't open.  
This part of the wing won't show on the 
finished bug because it will be sandwiched 
between the other layers, so don't worry if 
it doesn't look perfect!   I use a 1 cm circle 
cutter/punch to cut a "notch" out of the top 
of the wings (center the cutter over the 
divide between the two wings.
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Use a craft knife to remove the clay from the notch, and 
then trim off the point left at the edge of each wing.

The wings will be held in place by a small wire.  Use a 
small circle cutter (a coffee stir straw will work) to cut a 
small hole at the top of each wing.  

The wings are now done, and ready to be decorated!  I 
added black spots like a ladybug.  I rolled out a thin 
sheet of black clay (setting #7) and laid a piece of plastic 

wrap over the top.  Using different size circle 
cutters, I punched out a bunch of spots.  The 
plastic wrap keeps the clay from getting stuck 
up inside the cutters, and also gives the spots a 
slight dome shape.  

Add the spots to the bug wings and press lightly 
into place.  Bake the wings on a ceramic tile for 
at least 30 minutes at 275 degrees F, or for the 
time and temperature recommended by the 
brand of clay you are using.  While they are 
baking and cooling, condition the black clay and 
begin constructing the bug body.

Roll out a piece of conditioned black clay using the thickest setting of your 
pasta machine.  The piece should be larger than your 1 ¾" circle cutter.  Add texture by laying a texture sheet 
on top and rolling over it with an acrylic rolling pin.  Repeat with a 2nd sheet of black.

Stack the two sheets of black clay on top of each other with the textured sides facing *out. *  Cut out a circle 
using the 1 ¾" circle cutter (same size you used for the wings.) 
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Apply Pearlex powder to both sides of the bug's body with your finger to add some sparkle, and bring out the 
textures. Set this piece to the side.

Condition a small amount of white clay (¼" package should do it) and roll it out on your pasta machine to a 
medium-thin setting (#5.)  Cut out a circle using the 1 ¼" circle cutter.  Use the letter stamps to press a love 
message into the clay.

Carefully slide a blade under the circle and lift it without stretching or distorting 
the letters.  Center it on top of the black bug body, and press lightly into place.

Lay the baked (and cool) wings on top of the bug body.  Stand a piece of wire up 
next to the bug, and clip the wire, so that it is only slightly longer than your bug is 
tall.  It helps to get down low and look at the bug body from the side. My wire was 
½” long.  Once you have one piece of wire cut to length, cut a second piece the 
same size.  
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Using pliers (or your fingers if that’s easier,) 
press a wire down through the hole in each of 
the wings and into the black clay.  Leave the 
bug on the tile while you do this, so that the 
wire does not poke through the bottom on the 
other side.  The tip of the wire should stick out 
of the hole above the wings.

Next up is the bug’s midsection, or thorax.  This 
piece will cover the top of the wires and hold 

the wings in place. But because we 
want the wings move back and forth, this piece isn’t attached to the wings 
at all—it will only be speared by the two wires.  Roll out the black clay on 
your pasta machine’s thickest setting, and cut out a circle using a smaller 
circle cutter—1 ¼”.  Trim away roughly half of the circle, using the curved 
edge of the *larger* (1 ¾”) cutter.

Place the thorax piece over the wing pieces and down onto the wires.  Avoid 
pressing down so hard that you can see the pointed shape of the wires beneath the 
clay.  If that’s unavoidable, or if the wire pierces through—remove the clay, trim your 
wires a tiny bit shorter, and try again.  Open and close the wings a few times to 
make sure that they are able to move freely.  I found that my wings kept sticking to 
the white “I love you” message circle underneath, so I cut out a small square of 
parchment paper and laid it between the two layers.
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For the love bug’s head, roll out another sheet of the black clay; this time on a 
slightly thinner setting.  I used #2 on my machine.  Cut out a circle using a 1” 
circle cutter.  Trim a small slice of clay off the bottom of the circle with a 
straight blade.

Attach the head to the body, being careful not to 
knock the thorax/midsection piece off the wires!  
Start by attaching the (flat) bottom of the head to 
the bottom edge of the base piece.  Then curve 

the head back, so that you can attach it to the thorax piece.  The head is the only 
part that is holding all the different pieces together, so it is important that it is 
securely attached to both the thorax (top) and the body (bottom) of the bug!  After 
you have secured the head, open and close the wings again to make sure they 
still work.

Use small circle cutters to create the love bug’s 
eyes.  Mix a tiny amount of red with white to make 
a nose, if desired. Press them all firmly into place 
on the bug’s face.

With a U-shaped wood gouge tool, or a needle 
tool, add a mouth to your bug!

Here is what the love bug looks like—it’s almost 
ready to go in the oven! 
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Apply more silver powder to the edges of the love bug’s head and body, if you 
like, then bake it on the ceramic tile for 45 minutes at 275 degrees F (or follow 
the curing directions for the brand of clay you are using.)  After the bug has 
baked, allow it to cool completely before handling, or opening the wings.

Once the bug is cool, open the wings, and paint over the message with a small 
amount of silver paint.  Immediately wipe off most of the paint.  This will make 
your love message easier to read!  

If you like, brush some of the paint over the bug’s face, too—I 
didn’t plan to do this, but I think it helped the bug’s smile stand 
out a bit more.

Brush a coat of glossy (polymer-safe) varnish/glaze over the wings to make them shiny.  Paint glaze over eyes, 
if desired. 

I hope you are better at painting glazes than I am!  Yikes!  I’m the worst, but I really wanted my love bug to 
have shiny wings!

Here he is!  Ready to deliver a message 
to someone sweet this Valentine’s Day! 
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A Shiny, Colorful Straw Mat 
by Klio Tsaliki

Straw mats come from the very past times and are always charming and beautiful. And can be 
even more beautiful when made from polymer clay, with such a great range of colors. This month 
I will show you how to make a straw mat from colorful and shiny polymer clay. 
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First of all, prepare the sheet of clay which will be cut in 
strips. Here is a skinner blend in rainbow colors. This is 
a thick sheet, run through the pasta machine several 
times, at the thickest setting. 

In the photo my skinner blend is placed on an A4 piece 
of paper and as you can see it is almost the same long 
as the paper (almost 30cm long). The length does not 
matter; it is mentioned only for comparison reasons and 
will be explained later. 

Now it is time 
to add some shine to the skinner blend. I will use 
some beautiful mica powders, which will be applied 
with a paintbrush. Here are the colors I selected. If 
you don’t have a wide range of micas, use the closest 
hue to the original colors of the skinner blend, you 
have available. 

Here are the 
first two colors 
painted over 
with shiny mica 

powder. 

Here is the entire skinner 
blend after the application 
o f t he seve ra l m ica 
powder hues on it. You 
can notice how shiny and 
beautiful is. 

Micas do not only add shine, they also offer a huge advantage, 
which is that the clay surface is not sticky any more. And for a 
process like a straw mat making, a non sticky surface is exactly 
what you need! 

  
Blow the excess mica powder to remove it from 
your sheet.  

Alternatively, use a wide clean paintbrush and 
moving in over each color separately (cleaning it 
after each color), remove the excess mica 
powder to avoid transfer of one color to another.  
Then, run the thick shiny sheet through your 
pasta machine, at a thinner setting, #2 of #3 is 
ideal. You need a strong but not thick sheet now, 
to cut the strips to make the straw mat. 
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Remember the A4 size of the original sheet?  Now has gained 
some centimeters, as it was run through a thinner setting.  

We are at the point where the sheet must cut in strips. There are 
three options at this stage:  
• You can cut strips using your blade 
• You can extrude strips using your extruder 
• Y o u c a n u s e t h e 
Lasagna / Linguine part of your 
pas ta mach ine wh ich i s 
attached at the top of it and 
can cut two sizes of strips. 

I used the Lasagna / Linguini part of my pasta machine to cut the 
strips. It is the easier and most comfortable way and cuts equal 
strips in seconds.  (photo 7)I cut my strips using the lasagna 
cutter. You can also use the smaller size, which is for the linguini 
making, though it will be a bit more difficult to make the straw and 
you will need much more work. The result will be also beautiful but 
denser. In any case, depends on you. 

Divide your long sheet in smaller parts in order to run 
them through the lasagna cutter. Measure the width of 
the lasagna cutter and cut your pieces a bit smaller to 
be sure the piece will run smoothly through the lasagna 
cutter. 

Be very careful when putting the sheet through the 
pasta machine. You must put it in the proper way and at 
t h e r i g h t 
s i d e ; 
o t h e r w i s e 
you will end 

up with one 
color strips. Let’s say we will put the sheets with the blue 
color bottom, inserting in through the lasagna cutters. If 
you cut this way, you will get strips with all colors included. 

Here is the back side of the cutter, where strips come 
out. Place a paper at this point to collect them easily. 
Notice that strips already contain blue and green color 
and are equally cut. 
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Here are the strips cut using the lasagna part of the 
pasta machine. They are equal and all colors are 
included. 

Remove the side strips, which may be unequal 
because they are the edges and will cause distortion if 
used in the pattern. 

Run a thin skinner blend of the same colors, or black, 
or whatever color of those contained in the skinner 
blend. This sheet will be the base on which the straw 
mat will be built. 

I used some scrap pieces of this skinner blend to make the base.  

Dust it with some baby powder. It is very important step, because 
you need a non sticky surface where you can place and remove 
the strips without sticking problems. 

With a paintbrush apply the baby powder all over the surface of 
the basis. 

Start placing strips horizontally, one after the other, without 
gaps between them. 

Place them alternating the edges, i.e. the blue or the purple 
edge. The particular 
colors are 
mentioned just to 
explain how to put 
them on the basic 
sheet and are just 
indicative. 

Cover the entire surface from the top to the bottom with the 
alternating strips. 
 

Now, you will ‘undo’ some of your previous work: Lift 
the second strip, the fourth and so on. The strips lifted 
must all have the same color at the edge. In other 
words, lift all the strips starting with blue color. Do not 
remove them from the basic sheet, let them stuck at 
the edge of it, like shown in the photo!  
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Get a strip and put it as shown, vertically and covering all the 
remaining horizontal strips. Do the same game of ends, one 
time the blue end up and the purple at the bottom and vice 
versa. 

Put the l i f ted 
strips in place 
c o v e r i n g t h e 
vertical strip.  

N o w, l i f t t h e 
horizontal strips 
starting with the 
purple color and 
put the second 
ver t i ca l s t r ip , 

then place the horizontal strips in place, as you did before. 
Keep placing the vertical strips until you have covered the 
sheet totally. 

Remember t o 
alternate the colors at the edges; this will give you a rich 
colorful result with all the colors of the skinner blend 
present in the pattern.  
While making 
the straw mat 
you will see how 
the presence of 
mica powders 
and the baby 
powder applied 
on the basic 

sheet make your work easy and smooth. I must also mention 
that since this project needs a lot of manipulation of the 
strips, it is necessary to use well conditioned clay and avoid 
using brittle and old clay you may have. 

Here is the finished straw mat, in full color. You 
can bake it as it is and use it to make a box, 
calendar or book cover. 
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Below are some pieces I made a couple of years earlier using the straw mat technique. An oblong 
pencil box with a solid color strips which is also beautiful and a nice gift to everybody. 

Coasters made for Christmas decoration. Check out 
the round coaster, where I used two width strips and 
how they are beautifully blended and waived. The 
alternation of narrow and wide strips is another idea 
you can use to make unique pieces. 

And of course, you can cut 
shapes out of your finished 
s t r a w m a t a n d c r e a t e 
beautiful jewelry pieces. 
 
Use your cookie cutters to 
c u t s h a p e s a n d m a k e 
jewelry, magnets, everything you like. Bake 
tented as you bake usually on a flat surface to 
get a nice smooth piece. 

Here are a few pendants I made using my straw mat. Use them for 
jewelry, key rings, handbag charms etc. The basic sheet keeps strips 
together. 

Make earrings or necklace 
parts out of the straw mat. 

Let your creative 
mind expand the 
possibilities, play 
with black and 
w h i t e , w i t h 
metallic leafs and 
hues of certain 

colors etc. The last page photos are just indicative. 
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This is a pencil box, I used colors reminding the 
sea and added some silver leaf. 

 

This is a cuff made on a golden Premo basis and using 
both solid color and stripy strips. There is no reason to 
limit yourself to just a skinner blend. 

Just take care to select a nice color combination and let the straw mat making begin!!! 

https://www.facebook.com/klio.tsaliki, https://www.etsy.com/shop/1000and1  
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Fabric Inspired Pendant 
By Cindi McGee  

One place I find creative inspiration pretty regularly is my own wardrobe!   I love creating unique 
pieces to coordinate with favorite outfits. This piece was created to match one of my skirts, and I’m 
pretty pleased with the finished result. Fabric is an amazing artform - a gorgeous example of how 
colors, patterns, etc. can be combined to create something beautiful.  Even when I am out shopping - 
if I see something made with an eye catching fabric or color combination - I snap a photo for my 
‘inspiration’ folder!  
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Materials:

Sculpey® Souffle - So 80’s Bright Pink, White
premo! Sculpey® - Burnt Umber
Sculpey® Bake and Bond
Sculpey®  6 pc diamond graduated clay cutters
CreateAlong.com - Mandala Flower Stamps
CreateAlong.com Silkscreen Stencil - Shadows of Your Love
DecoArt® Crafter’s Acrylic™ - Burnt Umber 
Dark brown mica powder 
Clay roller 
Clay machine
Clay blade 
Sphere tool
Paintbrush 
Brown suede cording
Closure 
Jewelry pliers

The first step was to create a Skinner Blend with the bright pink and white clays. This mimiced the background 
colors of the fabric perfectly.  

Once the blend was complete, I rolled it to 
setting #2 on my clay machine - a little more 
than 1/8” thick.   Next, I silkscrened the 
blended clay sheet with burnt umber paint and 
the Shadows 
of Your Love 
silkscreen.   

Once the paint was dry, I used the largest of the graduated diamond clay 
cutters to cut a diamond with a good blend of colors.  
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The silkscreened diamond was placed onto a rolled sheet of burnt umber 
clay (clay was rolled to a little less than 1/4” thick).   I used the clay blade 
to cut out a diamond about 1/2” larger on all sides around the pink 
diamond. 

I used a large sphere tool to create a 
decorative border around the brown 
clay.

The scrap blended clay was re-rolled to about 1/4” thick and then the 
mandala stamp was impressed into the clay.  I chose a smaller size of 
diamond to cut a triangle from the stamped clay. 

Dark brown mica powder was applied over the entire surface and sides of the 
small textured triangle.   I also decided to apply the mica powder to the brown 
base of the pendant.

A touch of Bake and Bond was added 
to the back of the small diamond and 
it was mounted to the center of the 
silkscreened triangle.  

A small loop of brown clay was added 
as a bail (this was also coated with 
the mica powder.  

Once the pendant was baked 
according to the manufacturer instructions, I added brown suede 
cording and a closure. 

The finished piece coordinates perfectly with the skirt.  The next time 
you need a little creative inspiration - take a closer look at your 
wardrobe!

http://www.CindiMcGeeBehindTheseEyes.blogspot.com 
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Heart Tag 
By Panarili 
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Materials:

Sculpey® Souffle Go 80’s & Igloo
Pasta machine (PM)
ABC for cookies
Heart cutters - small and medium
Ribbon
Acrylic paint
Brush
Wet wipes

Instructions:

Condition the clay well.  Mix some white with the 
pink.  From the mixture make small sheet on the 
thickest PM setting.  Do the same with pure pink. 

Choose the letters of the word you wish from the 
Cookie ABC.

Press it in to the light pink sheet of clay.

Cut out a 
smaller heart with a cutter. 

Cut off the bigger 
heart form the 
brighter pink

Place the small 
hear over the 
bigger one.  I put 
some liquid claz in 
between.

Scratch them with a needle (or anything you have got) a little bit.  Make a hole 
with a mini cutter in the upper part of the bigger heart.  Add any embellishments if wanted.  Bake for 30 
minutes at 130C.   

Apply white acrylic paint over the heart on 
both sides.  Leave it for a minute and wipe it 
off with a wet wipe.  Let dry completely.  

Put a ribbon through the hole and use your 
tag the way you wish – for a present, as a 
book mark, as a key-chain….

Have fun creating and visit me at  
bit.ly/PANARILI 
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Marvelous Mica! 

A GALLERY OF CREATIVE PROJECTS FEATURING MICA POWDER
FROM OUR POLYMER CLAY TRIBE FACEBOOK CHALLENGE
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