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It’s the season for Warm Wishes… 
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Here in the US, autumn is coming. Pumkin Spice Lattes are 
arriving in the coffee shops, and fall decor is on the shelves at 
retailers everywhere. Warm reds, oranges, yellows, and golds are 
the in-thing. This color swatch “campfire” from the 2017 winter 
fashion forecast sums it all up!  

It’s the right time to start planning and creating your hostess gifts, 
holiday gifts, time to switch the home decor. Fortunately, polymer clay can fill all 
those needs! You can make jewelry, wearable art, and all kinds of beautiful hand 
made creations to give to everyone. How many professional artists in this medium 
started out by giving away everything they create? It can be so wonderful to be able 
to give someone a gift from the heart and straight from your own hands.  

Are you interested in the colors of the season? Did you know FireMountainGems 
consults the Pantone fashion color guides for each season and creates beautiful 
palettes featuring the colors (and luscious color names) that are forecasted to be 
popular? You can find those guides right here. Be sure to check out the color 
resources inside of PCU for more information. Next month, We will have an article 
dedicated to creating color palettes and choosing clay colors- what fun!  

No matter where you are in the world or what season you are in, we hope you always 
have fun creating. As always, we invite you to come share what you are making  
in the Facebook Group www.PolymerClayTribe.com where we are dedicated  
to providing a fun, safe, creative, and encouraging place to show off and  
share your polymer clay creations.
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It’s our 4th Year providing a safe, 
welcoming community including 24 
classes, all kinds of techniques, and 
25 instructors to learn from! 

Join over 300 people in over 30 
countries who are part of this year’s 

community so far-  
Learn more about PCA 2018  

at this link. 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It’s FESTIVAL Time! 
by Ilysa Ginsburg 

I participated in every kind of art and craft show, festival and local event you can think of for over 10 
years. It gave me the awesome opportunity to around the country for over 10 years, and yes, I was 
one of those that lived in my van. So in all of those years, and all of those events, I learned a thing or 
two to help me get ready and be prepared for doing shows. The holidays are fast approaching, so I 
thought it would be a good time to go over the top 10 things you can do to prepare for upcoming 
shows. There are of course more things you can do but these top ten will help you on your way. 

Top 10 things to get ready for the holiday craft shows: 

1 Book your space early to ensure that you get a spot. If you're unable to get a spot ask about a 
waitlist. I have gotten into numerous shows because of cancellations.

2 Make items in all different price points so that there's something for everyone from stocking 
stuffers to hostess gifts to beautiful presents. Your $10 items might make your biggest profit, 
while you may only sell one item in the $250 range.

3 Get your display in order - it’s best to use lots of levels for interest so customers’ eyes rest in 
different areas. Make sure your display can withstand crowds, and if outside, the weather.

4 Price all of your items, people do not like to ask and it could cost you sales.
5 Pack supplies - tissue paper, bubble wrap, bags, receipt pads, first aid kit, water and snacks.
6 Get change for those who pay cash and your credit card processing app for your phone, we 

like Square. You can also get a credit card reader for your PayPal account.
7 Promote on social networks before each show, let them know your booth number if you know.
8 Send a message to your newsletter subscribers to let them know about the event.
9 Create a Facebook event letting them know you will be there and if you know your booth 

number or location.
10 Show up early to set up your space so you can feel ready to sell, sell sell...
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We love fall and 

everything that 
comes with it… 
Halloween and Dia 

de los muertos 
provide some fun 

and interesting 

imagery! We’ve got the tools- hand 
drawn sugar skull designs, cookie 

cutters, cats, 
pumpkins, bats, 

spiderwebs… come 
and check out 

CreateAlong.com's 
exclusive crafting 

tools today! 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Randee Ketzel, Fearless Artist, 
Student and Great Storyteller 

Written by Syndee Holt 

I’m sitting in an airport waiting for my 
flight home several years ago and just 
finished my novel I had brought along.  I 
reached into my bag and pulled out a 
polymer clay book I had picked up at the 
retreat called Polymer Gemstones: the 
Art of Deception.  Little did I know I was 
about to embark on quite a journey!  The 
book is a polymer clay unlike any other 
polymer clay book on the market. The 
only way I can describe it is that it is a 
fictional Victorian mystery that happens 
to contain polymer clay recipes.  And it’s 
funny..I was laughing and chortling so 
much that the two guys sitting next to 
me had to ask me what was going on.  
So, I showed them the book and some 
of the work in the book and explained a 
little about polymer clay.  Well, don’t you 
know they both got sucked in, 
purchasing the book on their phones 
right away -  although they “claimed” 
they were buying it for their wives. (Uh, 
huh..) That book was my first 
introduction to one of the co-authors, 
Randee Ketzel, who is now a great 
friend of mine.

If you know Randee, you know she hails 
from Texas where she is fighting the good fight to “Keep Austin Weird”. So how did she find her way 
to polymer clay? Let’s ask her, “Well good story, I had been a jeweler all my life and I had the Rio 
Grande catalog for findings. I noticed an ad for early Cernit around 1997, so I ordered the whole set. I 
was pregnant with my son at the time and we had moved to a small apartment in Utah.  Good combo, 
toddler daughter, small house and a new hobby. I kind of figured out on my own how to use the clay, 
but I was unimpressed and it got set aside when my son was born.”  
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Let’s fast forward to 2000, Randee and 
her family had returned to Texas, 
“Around 2005 my daughter was in Girl 
Scouts.  We needed to make something 
for charity bizarre and polymer clay was 
suggested.  This lady came over and 
showed me Skinner Blend and I was 
hooked.  I ran to Michaels for clay and 
we ended up raising thousands of 
dollars for a small girl who needed heart 
transplant.” She continued, “I have 
explored colors and brands and I 
couldn’t believe the potential of the 
material and I’m still discovering.  
Premo colors were in an artist palette 
and I knew how to paint and I liked 
workability.”

Randee’s first polymer clay project was, you guessed it, imitating a natural material, “Yep, figuring out 
how to make faux limestone was my first project.  I grew up 
in Fla where fossils were everywhere, so I wanted to create 
my version of fossils.  I think I decided early on that I wanted 
to recreate natural materials in polymer clay.” Then in her 
usual sharing way, she tells us exactly how she recreates 
the limestone, “For instance when I created my limestone, I 
realized that there were tiny crystalline veins running through 
the real stone.  That was the hardest thing to reproduce.  I 
ended up making very course bits of 3 versions of off white 
and then very thin sheets of Pearl mixed with translucent.  
Toss into the mix and create a basic loaf cane.  The pearl/
trans layers gave me the tiny veins.”

She had no hesitation at all when I asked her what her three 
favorite tools that she can’t live without are, “No question 
about it.  Double ended knitting needles.  A very thin piercing 
needle that I made myself. And the Sculpey Etch n’ Pearls.”  
She uses these tools to help her focus on finishing her work, 
which is something that she didn’t focus on so much in the 
beginning, “I have learned the value of making sure that the 
back looks as good as the front.  No ‘that’s good enough’.  If 
I find myself even saying that phrase, that means that it’s not 
good enough!”

To find out a little more about Randee, I asked if her if family supports her clay habit, “My family is 
totally supportive of my habit.  I feel guilty of the amount of time I spend, but my husband loves that 
I’m an artist and my children are very proud of what I do.  They love to see my work and they are my 
best critics. They also have really good suggestions.”
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So if the clay and the books and the teaching were not enough to keep Randee busy, she is also 
going to college as an Art History Major!  She is quite the hiker and swimmer too In fact, she has an 
annual swim that she does for her birthday where she swims her age in laps.  But she does have a 
guilty pleasure, “I adore movies.  The cheesier the better!” Randee calls herself an introvert, she 
explains “I am an extreme introvert because I don’t seem like it.  I’ve spent years adjusting to the fact 
that I am.” 

Her final advice for fellow artists is positively frameable for your workspace.  “Make as many mistakes 
as you possibly can.  Be fearless and don’t listen to anyone who says it’s supposed to be this way.” 
She may  be an introvert, but she is a positively FEARLESS artist as well!

If you already own her book, GET IT! Polymer Clay Gemstones, the Art of Deception, coauthored with 
Kim Schlinke. Randee’s work can also be found on Etsy at etsy.com/rmkdesign

 

Visit Syndee Holt for more fun stuff 
here at her blog:   https://
synssculpeyblog.wordpress.com/  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THE POLYMER CHEF 

Faux Leopard-Skin Jasper 
The Polymer Chef
by Suzanne Ivester

My friends’ favorite Polymer Chef recipes are the ones that contain actual food 
products, so this one should be really popular. It includes a spice blend, two 
kinds of seeds, and a type of bean! All these ingredients combine to create a 
natural-looking reproduction of leopard-skin jasper (also called jaguar stone), a 
visually complex gem, containing dots, flecks, and stripes of many colors: gold, 
orange, green, black, and white. 
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In metaphysical terms, leopard-skin jasper is helpful in connecting/communicating with the 
animal kingdom. It’s also known to relieve stress and enhance self-healing. This polymer 
version, of course, doesn’t have the same properties, but it might still remind you to speak 
kindly to your pets and always be good to yourself. 

The quantities in this recipe aren’t very precise. I want you to be able to use more of something 
in one bead and less of something in another to create an organic, random pattern, as in the 
natural stone. In keeping with our culinary theme, I formed my cabochons in an escargot dish, 
but you can use any bakeable molds with simple shapes to show off the patterns of the 
“stones.”

Ingredients

1/2 oz. Premo! Sculpey® Accents polymer clay, translucent
1/2 oz. Premo! Sculpey®, orange
Sculpey® Liquid Bakeable Clay, clear and white
1 tsp. curry powder
Small amounts of mustard seed and chia seed
A handful of dried mung beans

Instructions

1. Condition the translucent clay and form it into very small balls and irregularly shaped 
pieces. Roll the pieces in curry powder until they’re well tinted.

2. In a bakeable mold (or each of several molds), squeeze a very small amount (1/4-1/8 tsp.)    
of clear liquid clay. Drizzle 
just a bit of white liquid clay 
on top, and stir them 
together slightly with a 
toothpick. 

3. Drop into each mold a 
pinch of mustard seed, chia 
seed, and a few mung 
beans.

4. With a clay-dedicated 
cheese grater, grate some 
orange clay, and add a 
pinch to each  mold.

5. Fill the molds with enough 
clear liquid clay to cover 
the seeds and beans and 
add just another drizzle of 
white. Stir again with a 
toothpick, but not too 
thoroughly. The mixture will 
look like vegetable soup.
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6. Bake at 275-300 degrees for at least 45 minutes.

7. Let the cabochons cool before removing them from the molds. 

8. You won’t need to sand the cabochons you’ve made, but you probably won’t be able to, 
even if you want to. They’ll have a rubbery texture that won’t sand well, but they’ll have a 
glossy shine that doesn’t require a varnish.

The finished beads will retain a slight aroma of curry, at least for a while. It’s not too strong, but 
it may make you crave tikka masala.

Visit Suzanne, The Polymer Chef, today for more fun stuff: 
http://thepolymerchef.blogspot.com/  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Starburst Pendant  
by Ilysa Ginsburg

Shades of peacock/teal coordinate so well with the traditional browns, golds, olive 
greens, oranges, and auburns of autumn, which makes this bold pendant a perfect 
accent to your autumn wardrobe!
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Supplies: 

1/2 bar of Premo! Sculpey® Peacock Pearl

1/4 bar Premo! Sculpey® Pearl

Pasta machine

Acrylic rod

CreateAlong.com Magic Transfer Paper-  Celestial

Dew Drop Ink in Starlight Silver

Poker

Blade

Water

Sari ribbon for hanging


Instructions: 

Condition and blend the Peacock Pearl and Pearl color together until completely mixed.


Roll out into a sheet on the thickest setting of your pasta machine.


Cut out the 2 starburst designs of Magic Transfer Paper as close to the design as you can. Place 
facedown on the clay and burnish lightly into clay with your finger. You will know when your image is 
ready to be rinsed when you can see the oils from the clay leaching into the paper and the paper will 
be completely stuck to the clay. Do the same with a piece of the stars design.
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Run under a light stream of water to remove the 
paper, gently coax with your finger.


Tip: Don't try to get every bit of paper removed all at 
once it is best to rinse the bulk off and then let it dry 
and then remove any extra. This will help you from 
removing to much. 

After the designs have transferred and dried use 2 
different sized round cookie cutters to cut out the 
designs.
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Cut out middle of the large starburst design with cookie cutter and do the same with a slightly larger 
cutter for the smaller starburst design. Use the smaller round cutter to cut out a piece of the star 
design.


Insert the star design in the middle of the larger starburst and use 
rod and fingers to join it with the rest of the design.


Add ink to edge of smaller starburst design with pad or small paint 
brush and place on top of larger design with stars showing through.


Roll a snake with leftover 
clay and flatten slightly. Fold over and gently adhere to back 
of the piece with your fingers.


Roll a thin sheet of leftover clay and place over the entire 
back covering the rolled, flattened snake being careful not to 
trap any air.
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Add silver ink around the edges of the larger starburst or where ever you want to add some sparkle.


Bake at 275 degrees F for 30 minutes.


Add Sari ribbon and have fun wearing your new creation!
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Twisted Metal Pendant 
by Cindi McGee



A bold pendant combining black clay and a variety of metallic tones for a metallic effect that 
blends from one shade to the next beautifully.   The irregularly coiled clay adds dimension and 
added interest to this bold accent for your wardrobe.   

Materials: 
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Makin’s Clay® - Black 120g (or black clay of choice) 
DecoArt® Metallic Lustre™ - Champagne Ice, Rose Gold, Burnished Brass, Gold Rush, Silver Spark, Iced 
Expresso, Copper Kettle, Black Shimmer
Matte DecoArt® Americana® Spray Sealer
Black leather cording 
Metallic jump rings, crimps with rings, oversized closure
Beacon 3-in-1 Adhesive 
Makins Professional® Ultimate Extruder Set® - Disc #12 - rectangular slot disc 
Makin’s® Texture Sheet Set H - Coils 
Round Clay Cutter Set 
Clay tools
Jewelry pliers

Instructions:

Note:  These instructions are based upon using Makin’s Clay, which is a no-bake polymer clay.   When dry, it is 
lightweight and flexible, and the black reminds me of black leather when used in this type of application.  If you 
choose to work with oven bake clay, the instructions can easily be adjusted - use Bake & Bond instead of 
adhesive, etc.
 
Step 1.  Fill barrel of the extruder with black clay and add 
rectangular slot disc #12.  Extrude all clay.

Step 2. Begin applying Metallic Lustres™ to extruded clay 
with fingers, in sections approximately 1/2” to 1”, blending where 
each shade meets.  I applied the Lustres in the following order 
Champagne Ice, Rose Gold,  Copper Kettle, Iced Expresso, Black 
Shimmer, Silver Spark, Burnished Brass, Gold Rush, then began 
and repeated the pattern until the entire extruded piece of clay was 
colored.
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Step 3.  Roll a separate piece of black clay to approximately 1/8” thick.  

Step 4.  Place Coils texture sheet over rolled clay, gently press to 
transfer texture to rolled clay.

Step 5.  Use 60 mm circle cutter (or desired size circle for finished 
pendant) to cut circle from textured clay.




Step 6.  Turn textured clay circle over.  Beginning in the middle, coil the metallic shaded clay strip, allowing it to 
stay somewhat “upright” and not lie flat, and compressing slightly with fingers to push some areas into each 
other - your goal is to get a somewhat irregular coil, with dimension.  One full barrel of extruded clay was 
exactly enough to fill the circle of clay I used, if necessary for your project, extrude additional clay and repeat 
coloring process as necessary. Fresh Makin’s Clay will stick to fresh clay without additional adhesive.  If your 
extruded strip has begun to dry, moisten the bottom edge with a touch of water before coiling, or use a clear 
drying adhesive.
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Step 7.  Flip over coiled pendant, and apply Metallic Lustres™ in a 
random pattern over the textured back, highlighting the raised areas.  

Step 8.  Extrude an additional small amount of clay - the piece I 
used was about 4” in length.  Repeat metallic coloring procedure 
with whatever metallic shades you choose. To make the bail for the 
pendant begin coiling the clay strip in a tight coil, leaving one end 
uncoiled for about 1”.   Apply a small amount of Beacon 3-in-1 clear 
drying adhesive and mount flat end to the back of the pendant (the 
textured side).  Add a touch of adhesive to the top of the pendant 
and mount the front of the coil.  Let adhesive dry.   




Step 9.  Use clay tool to make a hole large enough to pass through three 
strands of leather cording in center of coiled bail.  Let pendant dry 24 hours. 

Step 10. Spray both sides of pendant with 
MATTE DecoArt® Americana® spray sealer 
(allow one side to dry before flipping to spray 
the opposite side).  Let dry.

Step 11. String clay pendant on 3 
strands of leather cording.  Add crimps 
to the ends of the cording.  Add jump 
ring to each end to bring the 3 strands 
together.  Add oversized closure.

http://www.CindiMcGeeBehindTheseEyes.blogspotcom
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Halloween Witch’s Hat Pencil Topper 
 

by Natalja Ivankova (Panarili) 

Have you got some free time and wish to make something for your kids, or even with
your kids, for Halloween? Just take some polymer clay, and some pencils, and create!

Materials:

Premo! Sculpey® Accents 5540, 5303
Premo! Sculpey® 5513
Scrap clay
Pasta-machine or a roller
Blade
Circle cutter 3 cm in diameter
Pencils
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Instructions:

Condition some scrap clay well and make a rather thin sheet.  Cover the wooden pencil with that sheet. 
Cut the clay around the pencil making “rings“.  The pencil may crackle in the oven, so pretest with an 
older one.  Bake it for 20 minutes on 130C.

Make a sheet of black clay – I used the black with glitter - and process it 
through the thickest setting on the pasta-machine. 

Cut out a circle approximately 3 cm in diameter.  Make the edges a bit 
thinner with your fingers.  Put the “ring“ in the middle of the circle and press 
gently trying to form a hat.  It is easier to do it on the pencil.

Make a small cone 
form the same black 
clay and attach it in the 
middleof the witch’s 
hat. Smoothe the joint.
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Take some purple clay, make a thin snake and flatten it, I 
used my blade to do so. Put the stripe around the hat.

Cut out a small square with a square hole in the middle 
from the orange clay.  Apply it over
the purple stripe on the hat.

Take it off the pencil carefully and bake for about 
25-30 minutes on 130C.  I prefer baking in
cornstarch.

Put the hat on the pencil and enjoy the shinning kids’ 
eyes and the uniqueness of the pencils!

For the topper to hold better to the pencil, add a drop 
of super clay on the pencil and then apply the hat 
topper.

Make pumpkins, ghosts, anything you wish!  Just use your creativity!

www.etsy.com/shop/PANARILI

https://www.flickr.com/photos/in-handmade

https://www.facebook.com/natalja.ivankova

HAPPY 
HALLOWEEN!
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