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Let’s talk about Inspiration and Practice! 
We have a lot of conversations with people who are both on a long polymer clay journey, or 
have just begun.  Some of the popular convo topics include how to make work look like it’s 
“your own,” how to become inspired by another artist without copying or being accused of 
copying them, how to function and begin to show your art in a community that is FILLED with 
talent, without getting down on yourself for being a beginner.  

We want to encourage you to 
remember a few basics, such as:  

Everyone starts somewhere.  

There is nothing new under the 
sun- most people see something 
they find interesting and 
perhaps then try make 
something similar themselves. 
Some might call this copying, others call it inspiration. 

It’s your time spent creating and practicing your art that will help you to create your own style, 
and make your work better and more finished looking.  

There is a line between inspiration and copying, and it is often debated in the art world. Even 
the Masters copied each other- Rafael copied Michaelangelo until he had created so much art of 
his own that his own style started to shine through. It is natural to make copies in order to 
LEARN. It’s when you copy exactly and then publish that copied work (either as a for sale 
item, a tutorial, or whatnot…) that you run into problems. That is why we encourage a LOT of 
practice. When you practice, you learn. And you find out what your heart 
loves best, and what your fingers are best at creating!  

Make MORE of that! And enjoy the whole process. It’s supposed to be fun. 
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TONI’S CANING CORNER 
Covering a Pendant 

By: Toni Ransfield


 
This tutorial will teach you how to cover a millefiori* pendant.  Some basic knowledge on slicing and 
making canes would be helpful, but you can also purchase canes online to make this pendant.  The 
tutorial would work with any flowers or butterflies you want!

Materials:

1 Leaf Cane
1 Butterfly/Bug Cane
3 Flower Canes
Scrap Clay 

Tools:

Tissue blade
Mold to make the pendant 
Baby powder as a release agent
Round nose pliers
Needle (to make the hole)
Head pin to make your bail 
Miniature roller ** the roller used can be purchased in my Etsy shop.  Link provided at the end of the tutorial.
Work surface i.e. ceramic tile
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Abranet® sand paper
Oven

Step 1: 

From this photo, you can see I made 
the mold myself from an old heart 
pendant I had.  It’s very simple to do.  
Use scrap clay rolled into a ball, press 
the pendant into the scrap clay and 
bake it.  Remove the heart pendant 
when cool.  Voila! 

The first thing you will do is dust your 
mold with the powder, roll your scrap 
clay into a ball and press it into your 
mold.  Remove all unwanted scrap 
around your mold. 

Step 2: 

Next, take slices from all the canes you have 
chosen to use on the pendant.  Use your tissue 
blade to get them as thin as possible.  This is 
really key to not seeing the translucent showing 
through.  Please refer to my article in Polymer 

Clay Universe Magazine in May, 2017.
As you can see from the photo, my scrap heart 
pendant is ready to be covered

Step 3:

First, apply the leaves to the pendant.  Just put them 
on and then apply the next pattern - a pansy in this 
case.  Just place them on - do not do anything else 
yet! 
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Step 4:

Apply the secondary flowers. 

Step 5:

Apply the third flower as shown.  

Make sure you cannot see any of the scrap clay you used to create the pendant. 

For this tutorial, I only covered the front of the heart, but you could certainly cover the back if desired.

Step 6:

Once you have it completely covered in the flowers 
and leaves, it’s time to apply the butterfly/bug slice.  
As you can see, all of the cane slices are just lying 
on the pendant at this point.
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Step 7:

Start adhering the cane slices to the pendant, as 
well as smoothing out the slices so they blend 
together.  You are going to use a miniature roller 
for this. 

If you don’t have a miniature roller, a knitting 
needle will work just as well. 

Step 8:

Continue rolling and smoothing in different 
directions until there are NO seams on the 
pendant.

Step 9:

The finished heart pendant - all the seams are nicely 
blended and ready to be baked.  BUT WAIT….

Step 10:

You need to make a hole all the way through the 
pendant.  Using your needle tool, make a hole at the 
top of the heart and press until it comes out of the 
bottom.   

I place the heart, with the 
needle tool through it, in the 
oven on an index card on top 
of the tile. 

Bake in the oven according to 
the manufacturer instructions, 
tent it and then bake for 1 
hour. 
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Step 11:

Once cooled, remove the needle tool.  It’s time to 
sand the pendant.  My preference is to use Abranet 
sand paper.  The sandpaper you use is DRY.  Start 
with 400 grit and then work your way up to 800 grit. 

Step 12:

After you have sanded, it is time to buff and shine it 
up. 

I use a Foredom.  Hold the pendant under the wheel 
and move it around so you shine up the whole 
pendant. 

Step 13:

Last, use your 
head pin and 
pliers to make a 
bail on the 
pendant.  Your 
pendant is now 
complete.

**To purchase the roller, as well as canes, 
go to:  www.etsy.com/shop/toninz

 

Visit Toni Ransfield to learn more about her artwork here:  

http://www.exclusivedesignz.com/

�  
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TABOR’S TIPS

Finding Inspiration Every Day  
by Shannon Tabor

As a full time artist one of the most frequent questions I’m asked is “How do you stay inspired to 
create every day?” To which I generally answer with a snorting laugh and say “I don’t!”  At least not in 
the very basic concept of creativity.  There are many sides to running an art business, let alone 
raising a family, tending my small farm, motivational speaking events, and just living life.  We all have 
many responsibilities, but that doesn’t mean that creative inspiration isn’t found every day.  As an 
artist, my brain is constantly seeking beauty in even the most basic things, so the trick is to train your 
brain to see it! 

It doesn’t matter if you go to an office for work, stay at home with your children, work outside, or feel 
as though you don’t have “time” for inspiration.  I did a little project where I walked around my home 
and outside for only 20 minutes.  I snapped pictures of 
so many things that I could use in my creating 
processes!  Here are some ideas for you to ponder 
over this month- and take a moment to snap a picture 
of something that inspires you.  

A rug in my studio:  Just look at those designs. Don’t 
they make you think of silkscreens or stencils? What 
a great color scheme too, a lovely gray and a neutral 
taupe. Maybe it’s time you blend up some colors?

My morning coffee:  The very mug in your hand could 
hold the key to starting your creative engines.  Notice 
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the textures, the floral patterns, and vibrant color. Your morning joe might be even better than you 
already thought!

The fabric on a pillow: This pattern just 
screams alcohol inks and stamps to me.  
Florals are so very fashionable right now 
too! 

An ancient looking vessel:  I see texture, 
texture, and more texture here. The 
grooves on this piece are actually deep 
enough where I could even make a mold 
with my clay from it.. hmm, now there’s an 
idea!  The color scheme here is also very 
soothing
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Bricks on my outdoor steps:  When I look 
at these lines I think of stencils and also 
pattern structure.  Perhaps laying out thin 
strips of clay in this up and down and 
back and forth pattern? 

My kitty:  Don’t forget to look at your furry friends for inspiration.  This sweet boy has almost snake-like 
markings and definitely inspires some Mokume-Gane!  
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A large banana leaf:  The outdoors has more 
inspiration than you could ever catalog. However, 
a brief step outside on your lunch break, or a 
quick errand can give you all the material you 
need to get inspired.  Look closely at this leaf and 
you’ll see brilliant color, organic textures in the 
veins, and lovely shape overall. 

Gorgeous pink blooms on a Crepe Myrtle tree:  
Oh the beauty that flowers bring to our lives. 
What about some beautiful pod beads with some 
lovely pink flowers?  How about even creating the 
blooms themselves with some lovely pink and 
green clay? Nature’s bounty is sure to please!

So, when you start your day tomorrow or right 
now, be sure to look below, above, and all the unexpected places.  Don’t let your creativity be 
squelched because you feel uninspired, just make it yourself! 

Visit Shannon and see her work and tutorials here:  

www.CharlestonClayJewelry.com  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Don’t Be Afraid to Make Something Ugly! 
Written by Syndee Holt 

I have the pleasure of introducing our new Executive President of the International Polymer 
Clay Guild (or IPCA), Barbara Forbes Lyons! Let’s get to know a little about her polymer 
journey before we discuss her ideas and plans for the future of the IPCA. 

When Barbara first saw 
polymer clay in a 
publishing catalog in the 
early 2000’s she was so 
excited about it that she 
immediately purchased a 
kit that was offered with 
a sampler of clay and 
tools. But, Barbara’s clay 
story faltered as it does 
for many of us as she 
described, “I was afraid 
to use it!  A few years 
later I took an 
introductory polymer 
clay class with Diane 
Villano at the Bead & 
Button Show and I was 
hooked.”  She continues, 
“With Diane’s class I fell in love with the stuff.  The possibilities are absolutely endless.  I had 
been a beader and wire worker but that can get same old/same old, but polymer could be 
anything my mind could imagine.  It’s an approachable medium.  You need very little 
knowledge to get into it and you gain the knowledge as you go.  You will make ugly things, we 
all do.  Move on.” 

So her first clay project? “My first clay project, other than items made in class, was a pair of 
faux ivoryearrings.  I still have them and I wear them often!” I asked Barbara what her three 
favorite tools are and I got kind of schooled.  First, she listed ball styli (that is the plural of 
stylus – I had to look it up!), a good straight blade and, finally, an  Art-C Rough Stippling Brush 
(I had to look that one up too and order it OF COURSE!) 

What is she doing differently today than when she first took the plunge and actually opened that 
box of clay supplies? Her simple answer is great advice for all of us, “I plan my projects better 
and I concentrate on the detail work.” She continued, “While I do have a dedicated studio area 
for clay, beads, supplies and tools, I’m very lucky if I get 4-6 hours a month to work on clay. If I 
hadn’t found polymer clay, I probably would have spent those studio hours on a lot of seed-bead 
work, wirework and metal clay.” 
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She also had some great advice for those just starting on their 
polymer clay journey, “Perfect your basic skills, explore 
techniques, flow towards the type of work that appears to you 
most.” 

As I mentioned above, Barbara is the new President of the 
IPCA, so of course I had to ask her. Why? Why take on that 
enormous responsibility?  Her answer was simple and 
certainly something that I’m guilty of as well, “ I think that I 
love volunteering – I am a serial volunteer - and I really loved 
when I served on the board previously.”  Oh, and Barbara was 
the webmaster for the IPCA website for 11 years!  She 
continued,  “ I feel we (the IPCA) need to get more in touch 
with the polymer community. 
 Polymer clay is becoming a lot 
more prevalent in the arts 
community now and we need to 

include those artists and support them.  For example, we can help 
support and guide our artists through the process for Call for 
Entry events.  At the same time, we need to support our artists 
who just love clay for fun.  I believe that everyone has something 
to contribute to the clay community.” 

All clayers have an “Ugly Box” (or in my case, an Ugly Drawer-
that’s full), so I think that her simple statement, “You will make 
ugly things, we all do.  Move on”, really indicates her belief that 
when we move ourselves forward, we ALL move forward. 

Most of us have “liked” at least one of the IPCA facebook pages, 
now is the time to check out what this organization that was 
created just for us is all about! For more information on the IPCA, go to www.theipca.org  – the 

new site is great and 
information will always be 
changing – make sure you are 
up on the latest! 

Visit Syndee Holt for more fun stuff 
here at her blog:   https://
synssculpeyblog.wordpress.com/  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THE POLYMER CHEF 

Frosted Plum 
by Suzanne Ivester 

Let me begin by saying that I really love this color. This is the first purple- or violet-colored 
recipe I’ve developed for the Polymer Chef column, either in Polymer Cafe magazine or here 
at Polymer Clay Universe. I don’t know why it took so long!

Maybe it shouldn’t be surprising that this blue-violet hue is so satisfying to me. In a sociological 
research study at the University of Maryland, participants were asked their favorite color. A 
large proportion of both men and women preferred blue, but among women, purple was the 
next-favorite, chosen by 27 percent. 
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If you think about color in psychological or esoteric terms, this makes sense. Purple combines 
the stability of the blue color (a clear sky, the life of the mind) and the energy of the red (fire, 
pure physicality). Combining those two primaries, then, to create violet, suggests harmony of 
the mind and the emotions, a connection between the spiritual and physical world and between 
thought and action. I believe that the white speckles in this recipe serve to intensify the blue-
violet color while providing visual texture. 

Ingredients
1 oz. (1/2 pkg.) each, Premo! Accents Translucent and Purple Pearl
1/2 oz. (1/4 pkg.) Blue Glitter Premo! Accents
1/4 oz. (1/8 pkg.) Graphite Pearl Premo! Accents
1 tsp. opaque white embossing powder

Instructions
1. Combine all four colors of polymer clay and blend to a uniform color.

2. Roll the clay to a thin sheet with your pasta machine. Spread the embossing powder across 
the surface, fold with the powder inside, and roll through the pasta machine again.

3. Repeat Step 2 until the embossing powder is evenly distributed throughout the clay. This 
may take several passes through the machine, since there is a larger-than-usual amount of 
powder in this recipe.

4. Form whatever shapes you like and oven-cure them according to the package instructions. 
(I formed my focal bead in the vintage tin jello mold shown with the necklace.)

5. No sealer is required on your cured pieces, but I think sanding and buffing enhances the 
depth of color, probably because of the pearlescent clays included.

 (If you’re interested in color preferences as a marketing tool for your art work, here’s a link to 
the Maryland study: https://www.livescience.com/34105-favorite-colors.html.)
 

Visit Suzanne, The Polymer Chef, today for more fun stuff: 
http://thepolymerchef.blogspot.com/  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TRI-COLOR DANGLES 
by Natalja Ivankova

Want something easy, fast and 
spectacular at the same time? 
Here you go! The tricolor dangle 
earrings  are really easy to make 
and fun to wear!

Tools and Materials

Premo! Sculpey in White, Cobalt 
Blue Hue and Cadmium Red Hue
2 pins (5 cm)
2 studs with rings
Pasta-machine or a roller
Extruder
Round pliers
Oil paper
2 metal round cutters about 1,5 
cm each
Dish sponge

Condition white clay well, make a log and make half a circle “snake“ with the help 
of the extruder.
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Condition the blue clay and process it through the 
pasta-machine until it is about 1mm thick. Place it 
on oil paper and smooth a bit so that is has no air 
bubbles.

Place the rounded side of the half-log on the 
blue clay sheet. Press a little so that the clays 
stick to each other.  Roll the white half-log into 
the blue clay together with the oil paper, leave 
the flat part of the white uncovered.  Cut off the 
extending blue clay.
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Cut the cane into pieces as long as you need to cover the cutter plus 
approximately 0.5 cm.  We will need two pieces like that.  

Cut the edges at an angle. Cover the cutters (they must be 
of the same diameter) with the cane, white clay inside.  

Smoothe out the joint.

Insert the pin where the joint is.

Make two balls out ot the red clay about 0.8 cm 
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Put a needle or a pin through the balls.

Add some texture with the 
help of the dish sponge.

Bake 30 minutes at 130C. 

When cooled, take the rings off the cutters and take 
out the pins.  Put one ball on each pin and insert the 
pins thought the white and blue rings from the inside. 
Make a loop on the end of the pin and attach the 
stud.

Experiment and enjoy claying!!!

PANARILI

www.flickr.com/photos/in-
handmade/
www.etsy.com/shop/panarili
www.facebook.com/
natalja.ivankova
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