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There are almost 15,000 
amazing artists sharing 
their work on our Create 
Along Polymer Clay Tribe 
Facebook Page and we 
are constantly impressed 
by the wide variety of 
projects! 

This month, Madlen Art's 
fabulously detailed fruit & 
floral work blew us away.   
In addition to our Polymer 
Clay Tribe Facebook 
page, you can find her 
amazingly realistic fruit & 
floral polymer clay art on 
her website, Instagram, 
and on her  YouTube 
Channel!

                         
                  

          
    

Visit www.PolymerClayUniverse.com for more to see and do! 
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http://CreateAlongClub.com 

It’s where we share! Come on over to 
PCU and follow the link to join us 
there today!
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THE POLYMER CHEF 

Aromatic Larkspur 
The Polymer Chef
by Suzanne Ivester 
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The colorful and hearty larkspur (Delphinium consolida) is the flower assigned to July birthdays. 
It belongs to the buttercup family and comes in single- and double-petal configurations and in 
many colors, most notably a brilliant blue. In herbalist traditions, larkspur indicates strong 
bonds of love.   

We’ll be creating our fragrant larkspur flowers with the help of another fascinating plant 
species, star anise (llicium verum). These are the beautifully aromatic seed pods of an evergreen 
tree that grows in parts of Vietnam and China. They’re often used in foods and medicines. It’s 
thought that a star anise pod under your pillow will ward off nightmares.

Ingredients

Star Anise pods
Liquid Sculpey®, White and Clear
Piñata alcohol ink, Sapphire Blue
premo! Sculpey® Ultramarine Blue, White, Cadmium Yellow, Antique Gold, Green
Sculpey® Bake & Bond
Gold Microbeads
Yellow heat-set flat-backed crystals
Isopropyl alcohol

Specialized Tools

Heat gun (optional but very useful)
Latex or other protective gloves
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Directions

1. Squeeze White Liquid Sculpey along the upper ridges of the star anise. With a heat-gun, cure 
the liquid for just a couple of minutes until it’s set so that it doesn’t drip too much.

2. Turn the star anise over and squeeze the white Liquid Sculpey along the ridges on the 
underside as well. Again, partly cure with a heat gun. 

3. For this step, put on gloves and protect nearby surfaces. (Alcohol ink can be very messy!) 
Squeeze a drop of ink on the center of the upper surface of the star anise. Dip a cotton swab in 
plain alcohol and use it to disperse the ink over the surface of the white clay. Dab it with a paper 
towel until you’re happy with the color, and add more ink 
if necessary. You can use the heat gun to dry the ink, too.

4. Mix small equal amounts of Ultramarine Blue and 
White Premo to create the under-petals of the flower. Roll 
the blend to a medium thickness and cut out a circle 
somewhat larger than the diameter of the star anise.

5. Cut V-shaped notches around the circumference to 
create petals. Press a needle tool in each petal to make a 
line from the center of the flower to the tip.

6. Squeeze a drop of Bake & Bond into the center of the 
clay flower and press the star anise onto it. Pinch each 
clay petal to a point at the tip.

7. Form a small ball of yellow clay. First roll it in Bake & 
Bond and then in gold microbeads. Place it in the center of 
the star anise, anchored with a bit more Bake & Bond. 
Push a yellow crystal into the center of the beaded ball.

!6



JULY 1, 2018 WWW.POLYMERCLAYUNIVERSE.COM

8. For the stems and leaves, mix one part Green Premo and two parts Antique Gold. Roll the 
blend to a medium thickness. Cut out leaf shapes and mark the veins with a needle tool.

9. Position the leaves under and around the flowers, and press the points of the leaves together a 
bit to give them dimension. A linear arrangement is best because larkspur flowers grow along tall 
vertical stems.

10. Place a drop of Clear Liquid Sculpey near the tip of each leaf and drop on some gold 
microbeads. This is optional, but I think it creates a nice unity between the flowers and leaves. 

11. Cure your flowers according to manufacturer’s instructions. The heat will not damage the star 
anise pods, and the fragrance will linger even after baking.

Serving Suggestions

These flowers make a lovely brooch, which could be worn on a lapel or on a hat. They would 
also make an eye-catching embellishment for a box or vessel. 

 http://thepolymerchef.blogspot.com/ 
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Tribute to Mucha 
by Kira Slye 

               
This pendant features silkscreen, texture, and image transfer techniques in a gorgeous tribute to 
Alphonse Mucha, a Czech Art Nouveau painter famous for the fanciful women he painted in various 
natural and unnatural scenery.  
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Supplies:  

Magic Transfer Paper, laser printed with portrait of a woman (this sheet of designs was downloaded 
from an Etsy seller)  
Sculpey® Soufflé Clay- Latte and Sandcastle  
premo! Sculpey® Accents Antique Gold clay  
Sculpey® Liquid Bakeable Medium- Gold and Clear 
Gold acrylic paint & squeegee or credit card  
Silkscreen with small all-over pattern (shown is Shrine Backgrounds 1 from CreateAlong.com) 
Cutter shapes (Scallop Shrine set and Arabesque set from CreateAlong.com) 
Texture mat (Swirl Vine from CreateAlong.com) 
Aluminum or Bamboo rod for baking 
2-3” of small rhinestone cup chain 
Wire cutters  
Tile for baking  
Clay tools: roller, blade, Ultimate Tool, Rubber tip tool 

Instructions: 

Roll out your Latte clay and silkscreen the pattern in gold paint. Let dry 
and cut out with the larger cutter shape. Set aside. 

Roll out the Sandcastle clay. Cut out the Magic 
Transfer Paper image you want to use with 
scissors and lay it face down on the clay. Rub 
with your finger to attach it firmly. Allow it to 
sit for a few minutes until you see the oil from 
the clay leaching into the paper. (Usually 5-10 
minutes). 

Wet the back of the paper. I am using a small bottle 
filled with water, and dripping it on. The paper will swell and become 
saturated and soak up the water, then you can gently smooth all the paper 
pulp off the clay leaving just the ink- if this is difficult, you have not used 
enough water. You can also take it to the sink and use a very GENTLE drip of 
running water to wash the paper pulp from the clay. 
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Dry the design. Perhaps texture the 
edges a bit, I’m using the Swirl 
Vine texture mat. Lay plastic wrap 
over the clay and cut out the area 
you want to use with the smaller 
cutter. 

Pick up the piece of clay and lay it 
on the silkscreened piece where 
you like it.  

Use a tool- I’m using the Ultimate Tool, to 
mar the edges of the design a bit, especially if 
it is like mine and it doesn’t go all the way to 
the edge of the clay piece. Just scratch off a 
tiny bit of the transfer to make it look old and 
worn on the edges. Then you can use your 
texture again to soften the edges and push it 
onto the base piece of clay. 

Use the cutter to estimate how 
much cup chain you need and 
cut off a piece.  

Run a bead of Gold Liquid 
Sculpey around the center 
piece of clay. Gently lay the 
cup chain onto the liquid clay- 
it will “soak into it” and you 
can use a tool to gently place 
the chain around the pendant 
as you like it. 
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Roll out a piece of Antique Gold clay and cut it with the shape you want to use for the bail.  

Texture the clay and wrap it around the aluminum rod. 

 

Now place your pendant into this bail and lay it on the tile for 
baking. Add any other embellishments- I pressed a ball into the 
center with my Ultimate Tool to create a finished look. 

Add a thin layer of clear Liquid Sculpey to shine and seal the 
transferred image. Spread it thin with your fingertip and allow it 
to level out. 

Bake for 30 minutes at 275 F. 

Add a chain or ribbon and enjoy! 
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Kira Slye is one of the hosts of the CreateAlong with Polymer Clay 
TV community, and designs many of the tools found at 
CreateAlong.com  
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Texture, Texture, Texture! 
by Klio Tsaliki  

Texturing polymer clay is one of the most common and loved techniques. Clayers love adding 
texture to their projects either for a mica shift piece or for a mica painted one, Sutton sliced etc.

There are beautiful texture templates and stamps in the market in all sizes and shapes made 
from a wide range of materials. This is something we all know and we know where to find them, 
we have our favorite seller and so on. But this article is dedicated to the ones you can find 
around you, in places that are not a normal craft art shop. Some of them are already in your 
drawers, or in your mom’s ones, things from the past that maybe are not in use right now.
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Plastic lace tablecloths: Old fashioned pieces of plastic with beautiful textures, lace at the ends, 
several main patterns and others in between them. Many options are available, with repeated 
patterns for a continuous look as well as motifs for individual pieces.

Most of the older households may have a piece or two somewhere, also ask your mom or 
granny! You may also find them in the stores selling household material, plastics etc. Keep your 
eyes open and grab them whenever you find them.

These tablecloths became very popular when plastic was 
still considered a friendly material and we had o idea 
what the consequences would be for our planet. You 
don’t need big pieces, just a trim is enough, and will last 
for years for your craft projects. 

Now they are more known as vinyl tablecloths and laces, 
a web searching will give you plenty or results.

Ask your mom 
or granny for 
those lace trims (plastic or fabric) 
used to decorate the kitchen 
selves in the past,   they are great for texturing. They 
are soft, offer a deep printing and can be washed 
easily and used again and again.

Several kinds of fabrics and wraps used in the floristry: 

Stores selling flowers use them to wrap flower 
bouquets or pots etc. You can find them either in your 
drawers or florists, as well as in the web.
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A great source of textures are also the table mats, fabric or vinyl, they come in so 
many textures you will want them all! Since they are offered in such a variety and 
their size is bigger than you need, you can share them with your clay friends 
reducing the cost and getting a better range of patterns.

You can find them individually or in sets of 4 or 6 pieces, in a great variety of 
materials. Remember, you need something flexible which you can easily remove 

after printing. So select having this in mind.

Fabrics: Jeans, laces, perforated fabrics, 
everything can be used to add some texture to 
your clay. Check your drawers for older pieces 
and treat them good, they are a treasure! Ask your 
older aunts, your mom or your mother in law! 
Once upon a time, people used to wear tailor 
made cloths, which means that they may have 
pieces of several kinds of fabrics, 
laces and trims. Don’t miss them!

Buttons: They can used to make textured beads or repeated patterns. Once 
again you can find them in your drawers or your mom’s; generally speaking the 
old fashioned ones are more possible to carry a pattern which can be used on 
clay. You can also attach a clay handle on them and bake (only metallic buttons 
can be treated like this), making stamping much easier.

Textured papers: There is a wide range of 
textured papers for scrapbooking use and 
you can use them to add texture to your clay.  
You can also find textured papers inside 
chocolate boxes (most of the times 
chocolates are covered on top with a 

textured thick protective paper), as 
well as papers for other uses.

Tree and plant Leaves: When you 
go for a walk look around: plants are 
everywhere and each plant has a different kind of leaves. 
Collect some, and while they are fresh, make imprints on 
scrap clay. Bake and get a beautiful variety of textures. 
Dry the leaves you collected between pages of a book 
and keep them forever. You can add them in your 
creations, inside resin etc.

In other words, textures are everywhere! The only thing 
you need to do is keep your eyes open and watch 
around. There is a surprising amount of materials you 
can use to get the texture without spending money.

https://www.facebook.com/klio.tsaliki   https://www.etsy.com/shop/1000and1
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Flowering Flower Pot  

by Melissa Terlizzi 

Summer’s here! Time to get outside and stick your arms up to the elbows in potting soil 
and see what you can grow.  Flowers and shiny green foliage are definitely the stars this 
time of year, but that doesn’t mean the flowerpots we grow them in have to be plain!  I 
decorated this 6” terra cotta pot with simple polymer clay flowers made from flower and 
star-shaped cutters.  I arranged the blossoms in a curve that blooms up and around the 
side of the pot. It was so easy!  Now I just need to add a plant and find an empty 
window sill to display it on.
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Materials:

6” terra cotta flower pot

Spray paint and craft paint (optional)

Small paintbrushes

Painter’s tape

Premo polymer clay, small amounts of different bright colors

Cookie/clay cutters in a variety of shapes and sizes:  flowers, stars, circles, hearts, 
teardrops, etc.

Ball stylus

Needle tool

Texture sheets, fabric, sandpaper, metal screws—anything that can be used to add 
texture to clay

Weld Bond or other good quality glue

Pasta machine

Ceramic tiles (for working on)

Instructions:

Before I began to create the flowers for my pot, I masked off the top, and 
spray-painted it light blue.  I wanted some color on the rim.  I think it would 
also have been pretty to paint the entire pot white!

Once the paint on the pot rim dried, I used a small brush 
to dab on craft paint in a mossy green color in the path I 
wanted my flowers to take.  Most of this paint doesn’t 
show on the finished pot, but it helped me visualize 
where to place the flowers.

Next, I gathered all my 
cutters and clay.  For this 
project I used mostly 
remnants of clay left over 

from other projects.  I added white to some of 
the brighter/darker shades to soften the colors.  
I also added a pea-sized amount of brown clay 
to the Premo green to tone it down—it’s so 
bright straight out of the package!  I rolled out 
the different colors using a medium setting of the 
pasta machine (Makin’s #4.)  All the flower parts and leaves are this 
same thickness.
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I wanted to cluster the largest flowers at 
the base of the pot, so I started with the 
largest cutter and cut out the first flower.

I had no plan for any of the flowers!  The 
first one I decorated by pressing a ball 
stylus around the edge, then drawing lines 
with my needle tool. Part of what appeals to me about 
projects like this one is that there 

are no rules!

For the 2nd layer on the flower, I rolled a piece of window 
screen over aqua-colored clay to give it a grid pattern.  
Then I cut out a small flower shape.

The aqua flower was layered over the first flower. Next, I 
pressed white clay into a bumpy texture sheet, and cut out 
a small circle to go in the center of the flower.

Time to add the first flower to the pot!  I squeezed (and 
spread) Weld Bond glue onto the back of the flower and 
pressed it onto the pot near the bottom edge.

For the second flower, I cut out another large flower shape 
and added a mini heart to each petal.  I added textures and 
lines before topping it off with two textured circles for the 

flower’s center.

The second flower was 
coated with a layer of 
glue, and then attached to 
the pot.
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A big green leaf was cut from a teardrop shaped cutter and 
added next.

For a different sort of flower, I cut a star shape out of a textured 
sheet of fuchsia clay, then coiled a thin snake of white clay 
around the middle of the star to create a cone center.  The 
points of the star were bent upward like a flower, and it was 
glued next to the other flowers.

I continued to create layered flowers using the different 
colors of clay and different textures and added them to 
the pot.  Each flower was secured with glue unless it was 
pressed onto another clay flower and not the pot.

As I got closer to the rim of the 
pot, I began to make the flowers 
smaller.  I also added additional 
green leaves and scattered small 
flowers among the larger ones.

Once I was happy with the number of flowers on the 
pot, I baked it in the oven for 35 minutes at 275 
degrees Fahrenheit.  I set the pot directly on the 
oven rack and didn’t even use a pan!

Once the pot had baked and cooled completely, I 
used the green paint and small paintbrush to add 
more splotches of paint around all sides of the 
flowers.

I wanted to make sure that all the 
textures I’d added to the flowers would 
stand out, so I painted everything with a 
thin wash of dark pink acrylic (craft 
paint.)  I used a damp paper towel to 
wipe off the excess, so that the paint 
color remained in the cracks and 

textures, but was mostly removed from the petals and leaves.
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Ever heard the expression “Less is more?” Not me — I 
never know when to stop! I used green and white to dry-
brush more color onto the edges of some of the flowers 
to make them stand out a little more.

Once I’d had enough painting, I declared the flower pot 
finished!  It’s ready for a new plant—although I don’t 
think I will plant directly in it.  I will also keep it indoors 
because I don’t know how well the clay and glue would 
hold up against the steamy temperatures and sunshine   
outside!
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Sunflowers Go Steampunk!  
By Cindi McGee




I love sunflowers!  Over the past couple of years I’ve been experimenting with creating sunflowers 
with polymer clay in different ways.  This steampunk version is a fun twist on the traditional flower and 
would be a great accent for the top of a steampunk style box, or as a bold pendant.  I used Makin’s 
Clay® for this project, which is a no-bake polymer clay, but you can substitute your favorite oven bake 
clay and follow the same basic steps, with minor alterations. 
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Materials:

Makin’s Clay® - Brown, Persimmon, Black (or your favorite oven bake clay) 
Makin’s®  Texture Sheet Set F
Makin’s® 4 Piece Circle Clay Cutter Set 
Makin’s® 3 Piece Circle Clay Cutter Set 
Clay roller 
DecoArt® Metallic Lustre™ - Iced Expresso, Copper Kettle, Burnished Brass,Black Shimmer 
Gears rubber stamp 
Paintbrush 
Large straw 
Craft knife
Beacon Tacky Glue™ (or Sculpey® Bake & Bond if using oven bake clay)

Instructions: 

Dust texture sheet with corn starch.  Roll persimmon 
clay directly onto Hex Bolts texture sheet until about 1/8” 
thick.   Remove clay from sheet. 

Use craft knife to cut multiple petals in 2 sizes.

Roll brown clay to about 1/8” thick.  Texture clay by 
impressing uninked gears rubber stamp repeatedly into 
fresh clay.  Use 60mm round clay cutter to cut circle 
from textured clay.  

Roll ball of brown clay about 1” in diameter.  Flatten slightly.  Place circle of clay 
over flattened ball and gently press to create a dome shape. 

Flip over center, add a 
small amount of adhesive 
to edge of bail and add bail 
to back of center.

Turn over center piece.  
Carefully impress first layer 
of (smaller) petals around 
outside of center.  Fresh 
Makin’s Clay® sticks to fresh 
clay without additional 

adhesive.  
If using oven bake clay, use Bake & Bond. 

Repeat with larger set of petals, mounting between 
smaller petals.

Fold petals upward and place flower face down into 
small bowl to dry with petals in place.   Let dry 24 hours.   
(Or bake according to manufacturer instructions.)
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Use paintbrush and small amount of water to apply a coat of Copper Kettle Metallic Lustre to smaller set of 
petals, Burnished Brass to larger set of petals, and Iced Expresso to center of flower.   Let dry.

To make screws, roll small balls of black clay and flatten 
slightly. Use flat edge of clay tool to make cross marks 
on each piece.   Apply Black Shimmer Metallic Lustre to 
each screw.  

Use Beacon Power Tac to mount screws around center 
of flower.  Let dry.  (Or Bake & Bond if using oven bake 
clay, then rebake according to manufacturer 
instructions.)

Mount to your project.  If you wish to make a pendant out of your bold sunflower,  
roll additional brown clay, texture it as desired, and use circle cutter to cut second circle.   Use large straw to 
cut two small circles about 1” apart to create bail.  
Add adhesive to outer edges of circle, place over 
back of flower and let dry 24 hours (or use Bake & 
Bond and then bake according to manufacturer 
instructions.)  Add cording. 

www.CindiMcGeeBehindTheseEyes.blogspot.com    
         https://www.etsy.com/shop/CindiMcGeeDesigns
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Magic Transfer Inlay Technique 
by Sandy Huntress 
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If you look carefully at your Create Along Magic Transfer Paper sheets you'll notice that many 
of them are actually 2 repeats of the same design.


We're going to cut these apart and use one of the repeats as the background and the other 
for our inset pieces. 


The next thing to decide is which parts you want 
to cut from other colors of clay. I'm going to cut 
out the seven larger flowers with dotted 
stamens. So I roughly cut them out of the other 
half of the transfer sheet. 


Choose one color clay to be your background 
and as many other colors as you like for insets. 
I'm using pearl for my background and three 
shades of pink (each mixed with a different 
amount of pearl) for the flowers.


Roll all of your clay colors to sheets of a medium setting, about 1mm 
thick. This is #4 or 5 on an Atlas, 2-3 playing cards thick.  You can 
make thicker sheets if you like, but the thicker you make them, the 
more difficult it will be to insert your cut outs neatly.



Place your sheets of clay on 
ceramic tiles or another flat 
surface that you can cut on, 

such as glass or a cutting mat. 


Apply the magic transfers to your sheets. I've had 
the most success with these transfers when I make 
sure to burnish well with my fingers, paying careful 
attention to the edges. Placing a sheet of parchment 
or deli paper over the clay while burnishing helps 
you to do it smoothly. 
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Run clay and transfer sheets under water to remove the 
paper and allow to dry. You can gently blot the excess water 
from the surface of the clay, but be careful not to rub until the 
transfers are completely dry. 


After the transfer dries initially, spritz with a little water and 
rub gently to remove the rest of the paper fibers, as these can 
interfere with getting clean cuts.


There are two ways to cut out pieces for insets. The easiest is 
to use a cutter to cut out a shape such as a circle, then cut the same shape from your 
background. Remove the background piece, then gently remove the other color cut out and 
pat into place into the background. (See Snails In The Garden example photo below.)


If you want to inset custom shapes, such as flowers or leaves, use a 
very sharp craft knife to first cut the shape from your color sheet (not 
the background.)


Use a blade to carefully remove the cut 
out from tile without distorting it. 
Temporarily place this cut out on your 
background where you would like it 
and cut the background around the 

shape. 


Then gently lift off the inset, remove the background shape and 
pat in the inset. 


Repeat to add all your inset 
pieces. 


When you are all 
done, lay a piece 
of deli paper on 
top and burnish 
until smooth.


Use your colorful 
patterned sheets 

for anything you 
like! Create pendants, cover boxes, wrap around 
beads... so many possibilities.
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You can do the exact same technique using a silk screen 
such as the ginkgo leaf from this month's box. Use the 
same color paint to screen onto different colors of clay, 
let dry and follow the same procedure for cutting out and 
adding your insets.


A few tips: 

For the cleanest possible fit, be sure to keep your craft 
knife perpendicular to the sheet of clay while cutting.


If you can't cut right up against the line, it's best to cut slightly inside the line of the piece to 
be inset. See the gold leaf in my Snails in the Garden piece. Because I cut outside the line, 
some of clay is around the outside of the shape, making it appear to float, rather than be on 
the same plane as the rest of the composition.


If you have duplicates or repeats of the same pattern 
you can make sheets that have the exact same design 
as the original transfer. (As in the floral and koi fish 
examples.)

‘

Use blended, marbled or stripey sheets of clay for your 
background, insets or both to add more depth and 
interest to your sheet. (Like in the koi fish example.)


You can also combine elements from different sheets, 
such as I did with the Snails in the Garden piece. 
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Butterfly Wing Cane 

by Panarili 

Butterfly wings have never been so easy to make!  All you need is two transparent 
color clays, gold clay and a pasta-machine or a roller.
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Tools and Materials:

premo! Sculpey® Accents - Gold, , 5046, 5048 

Pasta-machine or a roller

Working surface

Oven

Time needed about 1 hour

Instructions:

Make a thin sheet of golden clay.  I use the thinnest setting of my pasta machine.  
Condition the green transparent premo! well, make a log and cover it in golden sheet 
without overlapping.  Your bulls eye cane is done.  Roll in your hands a bit or on the 
working surface.

Cut a half of the cane and reduce one of the parts.  Cut off the uneven edges.  

Create some tiny transparent yellow bull eye canes and then mix transparent 
green and yellow and make some bull eye canes with it and the golden sheet as 
well.

The biggest log is the center element.  Place two a bit 
smaller canes on each side and squeeze in on one side 
a bit, as shown in this photo.

Add smaller diameter canes above the rounded part of 
the cane.  Then add the smallest.  Mix different color 
canes as you like. Pay attention to not leaving any 
spaces.
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Wrap the whole cane with the golden sheet.  
Squeeze a bit and then cut off the edges.

Before making slices, put the cane to rest or 
even leave it in a fridge for half an hour.

The thinner you make the slices, the more 
transparent the wings will be. 

PANARILI

www.etsy.com/shop/
PANARILI

https://
www.flickr.com/
photos/in-
handmade

https://
www.facebook.com/
natalja.ivankova
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OCEAN INSPIRED!
A GALLERY OF CREATIVE PROJECTS INSPIRED BY 

THE BEAUTY OF THE SEA 
FROM OUR POLYMER CLAY TRIBE FACEBOOK CHALLENGE
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Don’t forget you can join the fun at  

Polymer Clay Adventure 2018 
ANY TIME during the year!
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