
 
 

 

 

         June 2, 2014 

Dear Mr. Straub, 

 

     I am writing this letter of support for your meeting with medical providers interested 

in supplying our individuals in harm’s way with the right tools to keep them and their 

teams safe. In short, this RATS tourniquet is advancement over current technology for a 

series of reasons. First it is lighter, smaller and simpler; making it less expensive to 

acquire and carry. However, more importantly it is easier to employ than the current CAT 

tourniquet, easier to train as well as instruct another team member to apply.  (During 

training I have given myself a sensory nerve injury to the thigh self-applying the CAT 

tourniquet) 

    I have utilized the RATS tourniquet on myself and on other medical providers in order 

to test the ease of application and effectiveness. I have tested the effectiveness with 

palpation, pulse oximetry and Doppler ultrasound and found that the RATS tourniquet 

has effective stoppage of major extremity vessel blood flow. It is obvious that this 

product in major life threatening extremity blood loss can save lives. I would be happy to 

discuss my thoughts further on this matter. Mr. Straub as you already know my 

experience in this arena stems from surgical training and practice at a major Level I 

trauma center and with the FEMA emergency response teams. I unfortunately was very 

actively involved in the definitive care of many of the Boston marathon victims last year 

and this product could have been the first line agent to stem the major extremity bleeding.  

    I hope that you continue to serve our country and our country’s interests by leading 

exceptional people but I also hope that your teams are given the best equipment to 

complete the tasks at hand. On a personal note, I carry in my personal vehicle a kit to 

provide lifesaving emergency care and after testing the RATS tourniquet I have 

exchanged this item in my own kit replacing the other competitive products for all of the 

reasons above.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
E.J. Caterson M.D.,Ph.D. 


