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Desert Tech MDR Getaway 
GUN WRITER STEVE COULSTON AND PHOTOGRAPHER JODY LEWIS GO TO 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT FOR AN EXCLUSIVE MEDIA EVENT FEATURING THE 
NEW DESERT TECH MDR BULLPUP PROTOTYPE. 

Here is an excerpt from the article 

After we all got our fill of the MDR and our questions answered it was time to move on. 
My third and final stage was working with TwistRate CEO Evan Hafer and TwistRate 
President Jeff Kirkham. These guys have decades of special operations experience and 
are using their skills to make more competent shooters. We worked with Evan on a 
variety of pistol drills that involved engaging a moving steel target while on the run all 
the while transitioning to a plate rack. Engage the rack then move to barricade while re-
engaging the moving steel. Take cover and engage the moving steel again. Keep moving, 
keep shooting and reload on the go. I love this type of training and could do this all day, 
but it is much easier said than done. 
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After running that drill a few times Jeff took over and dropped some knowledge on the 
AK platform. Jeff is considered by many to be the foremost authority of the AK series of 
rifles in the United States. He ran us through a few drills that involved taking shots from 
behind a vehicle, reloading on the move and taking cover again and re-engaging. He 
discussed the history of the AK, the benefits, the misconceptions and how to best 
manipulate it. We then ran some shotgun on clays targets for fun. I should note, Jeff is 
also the creator of the R.A.T.S. Tourniquet.  This is an extremely quick and effective tool 
to stop excessive bleeding on the arms or legs.  He took the time to demonstrate the 
tourniquet, which is basically a ½” inch bungee cord that is attached to a metal cleat. The 
cord is wrapped tightly above the wound and secured in the cleat providing enough 
pressure to slow or stop the bleeding. It can also be carried in a special belt, holster or 
sling so it is always accessible. Genius.


