
T here’s nothing more satisfying than 
harvesting honey from your own bees! 
This process gives us so much joy 

because we care for our bees and love to see 
the delicious rewards our relationship with 
them brings.

If you’ve ever wondered what it’s like to 
keep you own bees, here’s a short taste of 
what’s involved!

Getting started
The first step is to learn as much as 
you can about caring for bees so 
that you can decide whether you’re 
ready for the commitment it 
requires. You’ll have to invest in 
some equipment and spend 
time caring for the hives.

Learning as much as you can, 
will also help you feel confident in 
your set-up and processes.

Parts of the beeh ive
You’ve probably seen beehives before. 
They look like a stack of boxes standing by 
themselves in a field. You may be amazed at 
what’s inside.

Ok, let’s start from the top!
An insulated lid closes the top of  the 
beehive. We line this with a piece of carpet 
– this keeps moisture out of the hive and 
regulates the temperature. Keeping the  
hive warm in winter and cool in summer is  
very important.

Under the lid, the top box is called the 
super. This is where we harvest all our  
honey from!
Separating the super from the boxes below 
it is the Queen Excluder. It looks like a vent 
and it stops the queen from moving from the 
brood boxes to the super, so she doesn’t lay 
eggs on the frames you’ll be harvesting  
honey from.
The brood boxes form the lowest level of  
the hive. The queen and all the bees live here 

with their eggs, pollen and their honey 
supplies. Usually two brood boxes are 

used, although three can work better 
for strong hives.

Inside the brood boxes there 
are frames. We put beeswax 
sheets in the middle and the bees 

extrude a wax pattern from it. This 
is where the queen lays her eggs. 

The bees also deposit bee pollen and 
honey in here for food. We don’t touch 

these, except to clean occasionally and check 
for swarm cells.

What bees need from us
To care for your beehive, you’ll need to set  
the hive up well, choosing the right spot for  
it and supplying all the things your bees need 
to thrive.

You’ll need to make sure the hive is 
protected from intense weather, like hot 
sunshine, rain and strong winds. In winter, 
entrance blocks are installed to keep out the 
cold and other insects.
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You’ll also need to regularly maintain the 
hives, replacing any damaged or broken parts. 
Check the beeswax too - replace any that’s 
been lost.

If you notice swarm cells, this is a sign that 
your bees may be feeling overcrowded. Their 
honeycombs and broodcombs are likely full, so 
it’s time to install supers to give the bees more 
space to build!

Finally, you need to protect your hive from 
predators and insect pests.

Where to place a hive
Consider your climate. This will dictate whether 
you place your hive in a sunny or shady spot. 
Dappled sunlight can work well. Facing it 
towards the morning sunlight can give the 
bees a lovely little wake-up call!

Make sure the hive gets good ventilation 
and position it on dry ground somewhere you’ll 
easily be able to reach it for maintenance and 
harvesting.

How far bees will travel 
for flowers
Bees usually forage less than a mile from the 
hive but can travel up to 2 kilometres if they 
need to. It’s best to position your hive near a 
reliable source of pollen and nectar.

What you can harvest from 
the h ive (super)
You can harvest all the honey from the frames 
inside the super. You could extract 
and bottle it all, but you may like to 
keep some as honeycomb. Yum!

How to harvest
We recommend harvesting with your bee suit 
on to avoid being stung. The first step is to 
allow the bees in the super frame to escape. 

After this you can remove the 
frames from the super. 

Always remember to leave some honey for 
the bees. The best way to do this is to never 
harvest from the brood boxes.

Stings!
Yes, bees do sometimes sting when people 
work around the hives or harvest honey!

Wearing a bee suit helps to protect you from 
most of the risk.

Bee stings tend to hurt less over time, but 
please be careful if you think you may be 
allergic.

How to process your honey
You’ll need a workstation set up to extract 
your honey. This is where you extract all the
liquid goodness from the wax!

To get started, you can use a hot knife to 
remove the wax cappings from the frames. An 
extractor then removes the honey from the 
frames. Let your honey sit for a few days to get 
rid of air bubbles, and then bottle.

Where to learn more
If you’re excited to learn more, there are many 
options - great books and courses that can teach 
you everything you need to know. Blogs and 
forums online also have some useful information.

Check out your local Beekeeping 
Association for helpful local advice.

And don’t forget to follow us on Facebook 
for regular beekeeping videos and tips!

Keeping bees easily becomes a life-long 
passion. If this introductory guide has you 
excited to get started, it’s time to learn more 
and the give it a go!

Happy beekeeping!!!
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