
How Catholics Should Read the Bible:
The Bible Timeline® Learning System
One of the most common questions we hear from Catholics who want to read the Bible is “Where do I start?” The Bible 
Timeline® Learning System leads readers through the Old and New Testaments by focusing on the 14 narrative books, 
the ones that tell the story. Reading the Bible in the context of this story is the best way to understand the Word of God! 
See the 14 narrative books of the Bible and a short summary of the story of salvation below.

God creates an ordered and 
good world, but Adam and Eve’s 
disobedience leads to separation 
from God.

The descendants of Jacob, the 
Israelites, are oppressed in 
Egypt and led to freedom by 
Moses. God makes a covenant 
with them.

God guides the Israelites to the 
borders of the Promised Land 
but they repeatedly complain 
and are punished with 40 
additional years in the desert.

Under Joshua, the Israelites 
enter the Promised Land and 
conquer it, but they later fall into 
a recurring pattern of sin.

God reluctantly gives the 
Israelites a king as they request. 
Their kings are Saul, David, and 
Solomon.

The kingdom of Israel splits in two 
and God sends powerful prophets 
to bring Israel back to him. The 
Northern Kingdom breaks off and 
is ultimately destroyed.

The Southern Kingdom continues 
to be unfaithful to God despite 
the prophets. The kingdom is 
conquered by Babylon.

God calls Abraham to leave his 
homeland and beget a great 
nation. Jacob becomes the 
father of twelve sons, and his 
youngest son, Joseph, becomes a 
powerful ruler in Egypt.
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Babylon is conquered by the 
Persians, whose king allows the 
Jews to return to Jerusalem and 
rebuild the Temple. The Persians are defeated by the 

Greeks, who begin to oppress 
the Jews. A group of Jews revolt 
and win but later become a client 
state of Rome under Herod.

Jesus Christ, fully God and man, 
a descendant of David, is born 
of a virgin. He establishes a 
new Israel around himself and 
allows himself to be killed for the 
salvation of the world.

Jesus appears to the Apostles and 
gives them the Holy Spirit. The 
Church, as established by Jesus, 
continues to the present day.
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The Only Bible With The Bible Timeline® 
Learning System Built In

This bestselling Bible is the only Bible in the world with the color-coded Bible Timeline® 
Learning System built in. It has helped hundreds of thousands of Catholics read and 
understand Scripture for the first time. If you want to encounter God in his Sacred Word, 

this Bible will teach you how! Get a copy at ascensionpress.com/bible.
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