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Ruth Taubman
Jewelry designer and goldsmith

Ann Arbor, Michigan

www.ruthtaubman.com

Ruth Taubman is an Ann Arbor-based jewelry designer and goldsmith who has crafted limited edition and

one-of-a-kind jewelry for over thirty years — initially from her studio in New York near Union Square Park

and for the past 18 years from her private studio on the west side of Ann Arbor.
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Mark Gjukich

FAVORITES

Book: Fiction — Olive Kittredge Reference — Cabinet of Natural Curiosities

Most Treasured Possession:  My father’s mid-century modern furniture.

Place:  New York

Motto:  Do what you love.

THE QUERY

Why did you become an artist?

Being an artist was all I ever wanted to do since I was a very small child. Time seems to dissolve when I’m

working on a concept or solving a design issue. It’s this pursuit that makes me feel the most freedom.

How would you describe the aesthetic of your work?

Wearably modern.  I like very clean, bold, simple shapes with a softness that is offset by striking color in

unexpected combinations. I enjoy that balance.

Where do you find inspiration?

Architectural elements, furniture, industrial design, and plant forms and colors.
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Do you have a creative process in crafting your designs?

I tend to start from a stone, and build a piece around it.  I like the color and scale of gems to dictate the

proportion of the finished piece. My most successful designs are those that I can visualize fully finished when

I look at the initial component as I open a stone parcel.

What one sentence best describes you?

What you see is what you get.

Is there an artist that you admire most?

In my field, it would be Suzanne Belperron, the French jewelry designer.  For sculpture and painting, I also

love Richard Artschwager.

What’s the best advice you ever received?

It’s important to know who you’re not (Professor Paul Stewart).

Why do people love to wear jewelry?

The best jewelry is sculpture that is completed by the owner’s body; movement created by a dangling earring,

the drape of a necklace, or how stones reflect as they wrap around the neck.  Jewelry makes you feel

differently, and changes the proportion of your face and your hands. It transforms the wearer.

Is there something that you absolutely couldn’t live without?

Working in my garden.  I find it endlessly rewarding to see things grow over time and come back year after

year — or not!  It’s a tremendous creative outlet to combine textures, colors, and the timing of perennials to

create a look that changes throughout the year.  I often parallel the color combinations in my pieces with my

flowers.  The tones may not follow any rules — they just have to work for me.

When you’re not working, what do you like to do with your time?

I love to cook. I enjoy trying unusual foods, new cooking techniques, going to the farmer’s market to find

seasonal ingredients, or learning about how things are made.  I often read recipes for the general idea, and

then just experiment.  It’s a great joy to entertain and cook for friends and family.

What do you still want to accomplish?

There are more ideas in my head than I can possibly produce.  I hope to continue to make pieces that express
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my point of view, and spend more time on pure design. I’d also like to eventually return to teaching part time.

It’s very gratifying to work with students who are interested in becoming designers. I’d like to show them it is

possible to make a living producing their own work.

ARTIST’S PORTFOLIO

www.ruthtaubman.com

18K yellow gold and 14K pink gold ring with oval

checkerboard cut citrine

18K yellow gold and sapphire earrings with

diamond micropave surround
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