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Activity from“What A Tree It Will Be!”

Share the spirit of Christmas

                                      At Christmas, things just seem more fun.  
                                     We hear Christmas music everywhere we go.  
                             We are surrounded by decorations, sparkling lights,  
      and beautiful Christmas trees. We bake cookies, wrap presents and 
     attend parties. Most importantly, we spend time with our family  
    and friends.

Because of the effort of many people in your life – at home, at school, 
at church, in the neighborhood –  there are decorations to enjoy, gifts 
to be unwrapped, and special events to attend. 

Part of the fun is sharing the spirit of Christmas. So, become an elf for 
the season!  

An elf’s duties include being helpful and cheerful. Here are some ways 
you can spread Christmas cheer and share the spirit of the season:

l Form an elf patrol
l Be an elf volunteer
l Become an elf detective
l Share elf enthusiasm

Details on following pages
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Elf Patrol badge

Make an Elf Patrol badge to wear while on patrol.
Materials:

Construction Paper Glue
Scissors Crayons, Markers

Assorted decorations 
like glitter or sequins
Yarn or string to hang 
the shield around your 
neck (test before you 
glue)

Instructions
1. Draw a square or trace 

the shield pattern for 
your badge.

2. Cut out and decorate 
your shield.

3. Glue the string to the 
back of the shield on 
the top right and left 
leaving enough to get 
your head through to 
hang as you wish. 

People may ask you about 
the badge when they see you wearing it. You can tell them you are on 
a special mission to spread Christmas cheer and be helpful!
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Activity from“What A Tree It Will Be!”

Elf Patrol

Become an elf for the season. An elf’s duties include  
being helpful and cheerful.
Ways to be helpful:
•	 Offer to carry shopping bags 
•	 Put stamps on envelopes for family  

Christmas cards
•	 Hold doors open for others when  

entering or leaving a building
•	 Offer to help with Christmas baking  

projects, such gathering utensils,  
cutting and decorating cookies

•	 Offer to wrap presents
•	 If it snows where you live, help clear  

snow from your car or shovel the  
walkway for a neighbor.
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Be an elf volunteer

One of the best gifts you can give is your time. Take time during the 
Christmas season to help other people. Some ways to volunteer:

Visit with residents of a retirement home. Some people who live 
in retirement or senior centers have few visitors. You can easily put 
a smile on someone’s face when you take time to visit. You can pass 
out homemade Christmas cards or sing Christmas carols and ask 
about their favorite Christmas memories. Ask your Mom, Dad or 
caregiver to contact a local retirement home for details on visitor 
policies and available times.
Help those in need. Most communities have food drives or gift 
collection centers to gather food, clothing and toys for people 
who may be homeless, sick or have no money for food. Check with 
your teacher at school and your Sunday school teacher to learn of 
opportunities in your neighborhood.

Be an elf detective
Part of the fun of Christmas is bringing joy to others. Sometimes we 
are so busy with our own celebrations that we do not realize there are 
some people who may be lonely or forgotten at Christmas. 
Detectives are people who solve mysteries by looking carefully at 
clues other people miss. An Elf Detective is someone who is careful to 
look for people who are often overlooked, including:

l an elderly neighbor  l your bus driver
l the custodian and cafeteria  l the mail carrier 
     workers at school
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Your  mission . . .

Your mission is to identify people during the  
Christmas season who are lonely or left out, a 
nd make an extra effort to be kind  
to them and be sure to include  
them in Christmas activities.
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Ways to spread cheer:
•	 Give everyone a big smile for no reason!
•	 Wish everyone you meet a “Merry Christmas!” at school, in your 

neighborhood, at church, in the store and everywhere you go.
•	 Hum or sing Christmas carols.

The reason for the season
Christmas is really more about giving than receiving,  
and is a time when we celebrate the greatest gift of  
all. Look for ways to “give” more of yourself to  
those around you.

Be grateful. When you receive a gift,  
remember the effort that person made  
to select something special for you  
because you matter to them. Be sure  
to say “thank you” and make a special  
card or call them on the phone to  
show how much you appreciate their  
thoughtfulness. 

Share elf enthusiasm


