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DETERMINATION - A goal is something you are trying to learn 
or achieve. The actions you choose when you face challenges will make a difference in 
whether or not you meet your goals. Determination means you do not give up when 
things are difficult, but keep working to reach your goal.

What was Fred’s goal?
What challenge did Fred face in reaching his goal?

How did Fred overcome the challenge?
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Early childhood is a critical time of development for children. Baxter’s Corner™ books 
have engaging characters and fun stories children will want to read again and again. 
Our signature Go Beyond activities will help children grasp fundamental values and 
learn important skills.
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Go beyond . . .

Fun facts about frogs
• A group of frogs is called an “army.”

• Frogs are part of a group of animals called  
    amphibians.  Amphibian means “two lives.” Frogs  
    live part of their lives in water and part on land. 

• Frogs are found all over the world.  Most frogs live 
   on land near water.  Some frogs live in trees.

• Frogs don’t drink water but absorb it through their skin.

• Frogs lay their eggs in water. The eggs hatch into tadpoles which live 
in water until they change into adult frogs in about 12 to 16 weeks.

• Frogs avoid danger by escaping as 
quickly as possible – they jump away.  
Sometimes frogs jump in zigzag 
patterns to confuse animals that try to 
catch them. 

• Frogs have very powerful back legs that help them jump great 
distances. Some frogs can jump up to 20 times their own body length 
in a single jump.

Use caution around animals and respect 
their space. They may appear friendly, 
but if startled, could harm you.
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What do you think?
Search for specific examples from the story to answer the questions. 
Use the discussion questions to talk about what it means to have 
determination and how important determination helps you reach goals 
and overcome challenges.

1. What does the story tell you about how a frog grows?

2. How is Fred’s body different from other frogs his age?

3. What problems does that create for Fred?

4. How does Fred respond to the coach’s opinion of his ability to 
jump?

5. When it comes time to jump out of the water with the other 
frogs, how does Fred feel? 

Answers for “What do you think?”
1. What does the story tell you about  

how a frog grows? pages 6, 8

2. How is Fred’s body different from  
other frogs his age? page 12

3. What problems does that create for Fred? pages 18, 20

4. How does Fred respond to the coach’s opinion  
of his ability to jump?  page 22

5. When it comes time to jump out of the water  
with the other frogs, how does Fred feel? page 24
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The encouragers in my pond
Everyone needs encouragement to succeed. An encourager is 
someone who believes in you, wants you to reach your goals and will 
help you overcome challenges.

An encourager can be a parent, grandparent or other family member, 
a friend, a coach, someone at church, a teacher or counselor. You also 
can be encouraged by people you don’t even know. Someone famous 
can inspire you by his or her example of hard work and achievement.
Materials for your pond:

Construction paper in various colors Scissors
Markers or crayons Glue

• Make a frog and put your name on it.
• Make a frog for each encourager in your life. Decorate each frog so 

that it reminds you of that person.
• Use a sheet of paper for a pond. Glue all the frogs to the paper.
• Decorate the pond with rocks, lily pads, grass and yummy bugs for 

the frogs to eat.

How to make a frog:
Use simple shapes to make each frog.

Large circle for body.
Smaller circle for head.
Ovals for eyes.
Triangles for feet.
Use crayons or markers to add details.

Be an encourager
Now that you know how important it is to get support from your 
encouragers, be sure to do the same thing for your friends and 
family. Think of who you can encourage: a brother or sister or 
friend. Learn about their goals, compliment their work, cheer their 
accomplishments, give hugs and help when they hit an obstacle.

How else can you encourage someone?


