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RESILIENCE - You cannot always control what happens to you. Other 
people will make decisions that affect you, sometimes in ways that make you feel angry, 
sad, disappointed or afraid. Resilience is the ability to overcome and recover from 
difficulties.

What difficult situation did Ally face?

How did Mr. McBoom help Ally become resilient? 

What did he encourage her to do  
so that she no longer felt sorry for herself?

STORY BY L. S. V. BAKER
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Early childhood is a critical time of development for children. Baxter’s Corner™ books 
have engaging characters and fun stories children will want to read again and again. 
Our signature Go Beyond activities will help children grasp fundamental values and 
learn important skills.

EXPAND!
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Go beyond . . .

Fun facts about alligators
• A group of alligators is called a  

congregation.

• The word alligator comes from a  
Spanish word, legarto, which means lizard.

• Alligators are great swimmers. They have webbed feet and strong tails 
that help them easily move through water.

• Alligators live in swamps, marshes, lakes and rivers.

• A mother alligator makes a nest on shore, where she lays her eggs and 
guards them until they are ready to hatch. 

• A baby alligator is called a hatchling.

• Young alligators stay with their mother for up to two years for 
protection against predators. After that, they are able to take care of 
themselves.

Use caution around animals and respect 
their space. They may appear friendly, 
but if startled, could harm you.
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What do you think?
Search for specific examples from the story to answer the questions. 
Use the second set of questions to discuss how it feels to have an 
absent parent or to help you understand how a friend who has an 
absent parent may be feeling. 

1. Why are the students in Mr. McBoom’s class going to invite their 
dads to come to school?

2. What is Ally’s reaction to the announcement about Donuts with 
Dads Day?

3. Why does she react that way?
4. What does Mr. McBoom tell Ally about his own family experience?
5. How does Mr. McBoom help Ally deal with her feelings about 

Donuts with Dads Day?
6. At the end of the book, why is Ally looking forward to Donuts with 

Dads Day?

Discussion questions
• Do all families have both parents living at home? 
• Do you or one of your friends have a parent who is not around or in prison?

Use “time-out” if age appropriate, for a parent in prison.

Answers for “What do you think?”
1. Why are the students in Mr. McBoom’s class going to  

invite their dads to come to school? page   8
2. What is Ally’s reaction to the announcement about  

Donuts with Dads Day? page 10
3. Why does she react that way? page 12
4. What does Mr. McBoom tell Ally about his own family  

experience? page 18-20
5. How does Mr. McBoom help Ally deal with her  

feelings about Donuts with Dads Day? page 24
6. At the end of the book, why is Ally looking forward  

to Donuts with Dads Day? page 30
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Obstacle courses 
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Create an obstacle course for toddlers 
Toddlers start inside. You will need a watch or clock with a second hand.

• Begin by placing the toddler in a doorway that opens into an open 
and safe area.

• Pick a chair or wall on the other side of the room.
• The child crawls, runs, or skips as you time them from “GO” to when 

they touch the object or wall.
• The goal is to improve time scores as the child grows and gains confi-

dence.
• Keep a journal for your child, posting the date and time it took to get 

from one point to another.
• As the child ages, this activity could turn into tracking the child’s  time 

to run around the yard or house, the playground in the park,  tree to 
tree, or stairs from floor to floor.

TIP: This is a great way to help children become active. The payoff is 
receiving praise and taking pride in their achievements as they improve their 
time.

Obstacle courses 
If you are resilient, you are able to overcome difficult situations and 
keep going. An obstacle course is one way to think of how to handle 
challenges.  

Imagine standing at the edge of a playground. Your goal is to get to the 
other side. If the playground is completely empty, then it will be pretty 
easy for you to run straight across to the other side. However, if there 
are people, trees and swings on the playground, you will have to find 
ways to go around those things blocking your path.

Life is like a playground
Some days, life is like an open playground. There is nothing to stop 
you from getting to the other side. Other days, the playground is so 
crowded you can’t see the other side. 

You may be disappointed that things have changed unexpectedly. You 
might even think it’s impossible to get to the other side because so 
much has changed. 

You can’t always control what obstacles will be in your way in life, but 
you can figure out how to go around, under or through them to reach 
your goals!


