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In 1917, Major General Henry A. Greene had 
an idea to create an amusement park to 

provide a recreational outlet for the 37,000
soldiers stationed at Camp Lewis.  His original 

vision included 200 buildings that would house 
wholesome and moral activities, with the intent 

of keeping soldiers from other vices. Upon its 
opening, on March 1, 1918, a scaled-down 
version of Greene Park included 24 businesses, 

and grew to 48 concessions at its height.  The 
park drew large crowds for a year, but as the 

war ended and thousands of Army troops left 
the area, businesses in Greene Park began to 
suffer.  By the 1920s, less than 1,000 soldiers 

remained at Camp Lewis, many of the 
businesses had closed, and Greene Park 

became a small civilian community. Many of 
the original Greene Park buildings were 
destroyed by fire, and by 1934 only 16 

remained. It was during this year that the last 
two Greene Park concessions (the bank and the 

theater) were closed. With the establishment of 
Ft. Lewis in 1927, remaining buildings at 
Greene Park became the property of the Army, 

with many being converted to family quarters 
and apartments before eventually being 

demolished. By 1965 only one original Greene 
Park building remained – that of the Red Shield 
Inn.  Today, it serves as the home of the Lewis 

Army Museum.  

History of Greene Park 
Red Shield Inn 

This is the last standing building of Historic
Greene Park. Originally the Salvation Army’s 
Red Shield Inn, it opened on December 6, 1919, 

shortly after the creation of Camp Lewis, to 
provide lodging for soldiers’ visiting families. It

was donated to the Army in the summer of 1921
and became known as the Camp Lewis Inn, and

then the Fort Lewis Inn in 1927 once Fort Lewis 
was established. Between the end of World War
I and 1972, the building had several other uses 

including serving as temporary housing for
officers and as an officers’ club. In 1972 it was 

closed, to be turned into the Fort Lewis Army
Museum. The building was entered into the
National Register of Historic Places in 1979, thus 

ensuring its preservation for future generations.
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Christian Science Reading Room 

 

 
 
In keeping with General Greene’s intent to create 
a wholesome environment for soldiers, a 

Christian Science Reading Room was included at 
Greene Park.  The trees standing at this site were 

once the small ornamental shrubs that decorated 
the front of the building, as shown in the photo 
above.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

Army National Bank of Greene Park 
 

This concrete pad is all that remains from the 
Army National Bank of Greene Park, which 

opened in 1918 and closed prior to 1929. If you 
look closely in the northwest corner of the pad, 
there are still visible holes where the vault was 

once bolted to the building’s foundation.  The 
bank was robbed on January 7, 1919, by three 

men and a woman.  The robbers were caught 
fleeing the scene with money spilling out of a 
pillow case and were all captured.  After the 

bank’s closing, the building was converted into 
family housing for soldiers until its destruction. 

 

 
 
    

 





 
 

 

  


 

Wooden Foot Bridge 
 

This ramp-like structure is a remnant of the 
wooden footbridge that once connected Camp 

Lewis and Greene Park.  The bridge provided a 
safe passage over the train tracks that still exist 

today.  The bridge can be seen on the map 
below, which provides a rough sketch of Greene 
Park streets, and buildings. It was constructed in 

March of 1918 and completely removed by 1926.   

 

 
    

 

 

Greene Park Price List 

Bath slippers:  75¢ - $4.00 per pair 

Turkish towel:  75¢ or less 

Toiletry bag:  35¢ - $5.00  

Cotton and wool bathing suits:  $1.50 – $4.00 

Stationary, all kinds and colors:  25¢ - 50¢ 

Sam Browne leather belts:  $7.50 

Suitcases and bags:  $1.65 and up 

Wrist watches:  $4.25 - $25.00 

Massage cream:  25¢ 

Handmade cigars:  5¢ each 

Shooting gallery:  25¢ per gun 

Vaudeville show ticket  

General Admission:  25¢ 

Reserved Seats:  50¢ 

Movie ticket: 15¢   

Dish of ice cream:  10¢ 

Ice cream soda: 10¢ 

Coca-cola: 5¢ 

Hire’s Root Beer:  5¢ 

Ham and eggs:  40¢ 

Soldiers’ boots: $8.80  
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Harry W. Andrews’ Billiard Room 
 

 
 

At this location stood Harry W. Andrews’ Billiard 

Room, which opened in 1918 and had 
approximately 50 marble-top pool and billiards 

tables.  The Billiard Room also had the “World’s 
Largest Phonograph” at the time.  It was among 
the first eight businesses at Greene Park and 

closed down prior to 1929. Directly across Main 
Street from the Billiard Room stood the Victory 

Theater, pictured below.    
    

 
 

 


E Street 

 

Greene Park’s street system included Main 
Street, which still exists today, a road called 

South Drive, which ran along the current-day 
fence next to I-5, and six streets connecting the 
two, labeled A-F.  The line of trees at this spot 

runs alongside what used to be E Street. The 
photo below was taken from E Street looking 

southwest toward A Street.  In the foreground 
on the right side of the photo was Boland’s Photo 
Studio, and behind it, the China Inn Restaurant.  

On the left side of the photo was the Liberty 
Barber Shop, and behind it, Harry Andrews’ 

Billiard Room.  
 

  
At the height of its development in August of 

1918, Greene Park had an estimated 80 
buildings including live performance and motion 

picture theaters, pool halls, a skee-ball alley, a 
swimming pool, a shooting gallery, restaurants, 

candy and confection shops, novelty stores, 
lodging, churches, and service businesses 
including tailors, cleaners a post office and a 

garage.  
 

    

 





  

 

Greene Park Site Map 
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Associated Jewelers 

 
The Associated Jewelers sold wrist watches, 
jewelry, clothing and military supplies.  The 

store became the Camp Lewis Market between 
August 1921 and 1923, and then Maas’ Meat 

Market between 1924 and 1926. In 1926, the 
building was destroyed by a fire, which also took 
the lives of John and Lena Maas.   

 

 
 

 
 

    

 


Greene Park Drug Store 

 

 
 

You are currently standing on the park’s main 
intersection (Main Street and C Street).  Still 
visible are the remnants of this paved 

intersection. On this corner was Greene Park 
Drug Store.  Above the drug store were the 

offices of Greene Park Dentists. The building in 
the foreground of the photo is that of Greene 

Park Drugs. Associate Jewelers can be seen in 
the photo, just behind it. 
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General Greene Memorial Tree 
 

This tree was planted in memory of Major 
General Henry A. Greene, the first commander 

of Camp Lewis and the namesake of Greene 
Park.  He was born in August of 1856 and died in 

August of 1921.   
 
 

    

 

 


Fawcett’s Ice Cream Parlor & Post Card Store 

 

 
 
On this site, three-time Tacoma Mayor Angelo 

Fawcett had a bungalow and small ice cream 
stand from which he sold ice cream cones, 
candy, fountain drinks, newspapers, magazines 

and postage stamps.  After his retirement in 
1926 he retired to a larger home next to the 

bank where he died in 1928.  
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