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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Abstract: Everyone who travels I-5 past Fort Lewis is familiar with the huge white wood building that houses the Military Museum. Some of these travelers know that the Salvation Army originally built the structure as a hotel during World War I. But almost no one is aware that the building is the last surviving remnant of "Greene Park," a vast amusement complex built to provide Doughboys with wholesome entertainment. This presentation describes archaeological investigations that led to the rediscovery of Greene Park, and explores some of the Progressive ideals that led to its original construction.I’d like to start with a quick overview of our archaeological program at Fort Lewis. Many people are surprised to learn that the Army operates an active archaeological research program here. But it becomes understandable when you realize that Fort Lewis is one of the largest landowners west of the Cascades, and contains more than 350 archaeological sites, all of which are protected by law – the NHPA – which requires federal agencies to avoid damaging historic sites and structures. So the Army needs to have a systematic program to locate those sites and find ways to conduct its training without damaging those sites. In the event that a site must be destroyed to make way for construction or military training, our program conducts in-depth studies and excavations to salvage as much as possible. American Indian/HBC/American pioneers/Military/Greene Park
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And that leads us to the project I’d like to tell you about now. The story begins back in 1998, not far from here. Point out PL, DuPont, Parade Ground, Museum
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CLOSEUP of the area behind the Museum, where archaeologists were conducting a routine survey on land just behind the Museum.
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The archaeologists knew from historic maps that there should be a pioneer homestead in this area belonging to Omar H. White, who built a cabin here before 1871 and stayed until about 1915, just before the land became part of Camp Lewis.
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Bottles – but the artifacts they found, like these bottles, dated much later—to the 19-teens,  –twenties and –thirties. The final report from that project concluded that they had not found the remains of the pioneer homestead they were looking for, but a dump site dating to a later period, and of no real significance. (1916-1929, 1929-1954)
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And that’s where things stood until very recently, when that same piece of ground was selected as the site for a new Childcare center that will be needed to support the thousands of Soldiers and families that are being added to Fort Lewis over the next few years. This forced us to go back and re-evaluate whether or not there is any real significance to those artifacts from the ‘teens and ‘twenties. As it turns out, when we went back into the archives, we found out that those artifacts relate to a very interesting but forgotten chapter in the history of Fort Lewis. 
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Fort Lewis Museum – I’m sure you’re all familiar with this beautiful building. It’s served as the Fort Lewis Military Museum since 1973. 
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Red Shield InnI’m sure many of you know this was originally built in 1919 during WWI by the Salvation Army as a hotel for family members visiting Soldiers at Camp Lewis
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Birdseye ViewWhat most people don’t know is that the Red Shield Inn is the only surviving building from a much larger complex of more than 40 buildings and businesses that made up the Camp Lewis Amusement Park—a huge recreation center that came to be known as Greene Park after the commanding general who caused this to be built.
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Camp Lewis CollageCamp Lewis was founded in January 1917 when the residents of Pierce County voted to purchase and donate 62,433 acres of land to the War Department in order to attract one of the 16 National Army training camps that were being built across the country to prepare for the American entry into the War. 
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Construction began in July, and by September the camp was ready for the first recruits. In just 90 days, an army of 10,000 carpenters, plumbers, electricians and other tradesmen had built 1757 major buildings and 422 other structures; a rate of about 25 buildings a day. 
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TemperanceJust as quickly, various entrepreneurs began to set up their own establishments on the outskirts of the Army camp hoping to cash in on this new boom town. Camp Lewis had become the 4th largest city in Washington virtually overnight. By the fall of 1917, MG Henry Greene, 1st commander of Camp Lewis and the 91st Division, had a big problem on his hands: he had 37,000 young men on post, surrounded by what he called “diverse and open dens of vice,” and what many of the Soldiers and locals called “Joy City” or “Sin City”This wasn’t a new problem, and certainly not a problem unique to Camp Lewis- similar problems had plagued the training camps and outposts during the Civil War and the Spanish-American War, and by all accounts the conditions behind the front lines in France and Belgium were deplorable. Concerned mothers were writing the President and complaining that the camps were “hell holes” and that America’s sons would be returned home ruined by the alcohol and vice that surrounded the camps Military doctors were concerned about what was then known as the “Social Hygiene Problem” – as many as 15% of new recruits were arriving at the camps with venereal disease
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CTCA But the American response was quite different than it had been in the past, or than it was in Europe. The Progressive Movement was on the rise, and President Woodrow Wilson and the Progressives in his administration saw this as a great opportunity for social reform on a virtually unprecedented scale. Here was a chance to take the young men of America, give them the proper training and environment, and send them home in a better moral and physical condition than when they arrived. In response, they formed the Federal Commission on Training Camp Activities (CTCA). Blue Ribbon panel: Secretaries of War, Agriculture, Interior, Labor, and Commerce, plus a panel of prominent physicians. Also known as the Fosdick Commission after its Chairman, Raymond B. Fosdick (1883-1972), who was a close associate of President Wilson and an great supporter of his Progressive agenda. Fosdick also happened to be a close friend and advisor to the richest man in the world – John D. Rockefeller, Jr. – and later served as President of the Rockefeller Foundation (1936-1948), and Junior’s biographer. The Commission had two goals: first, to banish alcohol and vice from the training camps; and second, to provide alternative opportunities for good, clean, healthy recreation The first order of business was to establish 5 mile wide “clean zones” around the camps where federal and military police would vigorously enforce prohibitions against alcohol and prostitution. In some cases, Secret Service agents were sent under cover to root out bootleggers and other unsavory characters in and around the camp. 
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The second order of business was to encourage local communities and the various national service organizations to work together to provide alternative forms of recreation.  The Commission coordinated the work of the YMCA, YWCA, The Salvation Army, the Red Cross, the Knights of Columbus, the Jewish Welfare Board, and others
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Greene Park, the Camp Lewis Amusement ParkBack at Camp Lewis, General Greene was a great believer in the Progressive goals of the Commission and moved quickly to institute his own reform programIn October 1917, he declared Seattle off-limits to his Soldiers, and ordered “Joy City” to be closed down and demolished. To provide a healthy alternative, he granted a license to three local investors to form the “Camp Lewis Amusement Company.” The company’s charter was to develop plans for a recreation center just outside the Main Gate, lay in the roads and utilities, and then locate and grant concessions to individuals and organizations who would build and operate the individual services. By the first week of November, they put together a plan, begun laying out the roads and utilities, and had granted almost a half-million dollars worth of concessions
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Almost every one of the individual establishments had its own building, but they all used a similar architectural style—the Swiss Chalet or Western Stick style—that gave the whole complex an overall unity. Wood-frame, wide eaves, exposed rafter tails, clipped gables, dormers, and cupolas—you can see all of these features in the design of the Fort Lewis Museum. This particular building housed a drug store on the ground floor and a dentist’s office upstairs
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Among the first buildings to go up were two vaudeville theaters, 2250 seats apieceTwo movie theaters, 1650 seats apiece
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Two barber shops, each with 50 chairs –the largest in the USA
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Two pool halls, each with 50 tables
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Restaurants, Lunch Counters, fruit and drink stands
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Here’s another street scene that gives you some sense of the size of the park and the number of businesses involved.Army Bank, a Library, Post Office, and news standsWaffle House, popcorn standShoeshine stand, tailors and cleaners, a Jewelry storeChristian Science Reading Room, Boland’s Photographic StudioSkee-Ball Alley, a rifle range, and a Novelty store
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There were also efforts to promote sporting activities, especially boxing, which was considered good training for close combat and bayonet fightingWillie Richie – Lightweight Champion of the World, 1912-1914
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Rapid Decline –all of this came to an end almost as quickly as it began. The 91st Division sailed for France in July 1918, entered combat on the 26th of September, and fought with distinction until the very hour of the Armistice on November 11.  Captured 2,300 Germans, 400 machine guns, and a large number of tanks and artillery pieces. 1,100 killed or missing in action. Five earned the Medal of Honor. Within 18 months, the population of Camp Lewis went from a wartime high of about 40,000 troops to less than 1,200 troops By 1922, much of Greene Park had been torn down or burned
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A few buildings were converted to NCO Quarters and survived until 1939
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Homes
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When WWII came along, these last few buildings were razed, and the area was filled in with temporary barracks. In the end, the Red Shield Inn is the only building that survives from Greene Park. And this brings us full circle to where we began—only now we know much more about the significance of those WWI-vintage artifacts discovered out back of the museum in 1998.
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Knowing that the site will eventually be destroyed to make way for new construction, we went back to the site to conduct salvage excavations in the summer of 2006 with contract archaeologists from Historical Research Associates. We used a series of small hand-excavated test units and long, shallow backhoe trenches to define the limits of the artifact scatter and collect a representative sample of artifacts. 
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Ultimately, we found that the artifacts were limited to just a few small, discrete dumps. And this probably reflects the Progressive ideals that guided the development of Greene Park and Camp Lewis. Sanitation was a point of pride in the camp, and incineration and recycling facilities were established within the first month of construction. Scraps from the mess were shipped to near by hog farms or composted for fertilizer; metals were scrapped and recycled; and bottles were sorted, sterilized and re-filled. 
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Nevertheless, we did collect a small sample of artifacts:  Medicine bottles and a cosmetic jar that may have been sold in the Greene Park drugstoresA serving plate and stoneware that may have been used in one of the restaurantsAnd in the front, a glass marble and metal bracelet that may have been sold in one of the novelty stores, or lost by one of the Park visitors. Wine 1929-1954Soda 1934-1965 Ultimately, we hope these artifacts can be put together into a museum display that will allow us to tell the story of Greene Park and this forgotten chapter in the history of Fort Lewis.
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Biographical Sketch:  Dr. Bret Ruby serves as the Fort Lewis Cultural Resource Manager and Coordinator for Native American Affairs. He ensures that the Army has access to the facilities and lands it needs for realistic training, while preserving the post's rich heritage for future generations. He also fosters positive working relationships with American Indian tribes in the region.  Dr. Ruby joined the Environmental Division in the Fort Lewis Directorate of Public Works in 2002. Before that, he spent four years as an Army archaeologist at Fort Bliss. His first government service was with the National Park Service in Ohio where he studied and preserved ancient mounds and earthworks built by the Hopewell Indians nearly 2000 years ago.  Dr. Ruby completed his undergraduate studies in Anthropology at Kent State University, and holds a doctorate in Anthropology from Indiana University. He is a Registered Professional Archaeologist and a member of the Phi Beta Kappa Society.    �
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