
The 91st “Wild West” Infantry Division was
formed from nine different states and territories
(Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho,
Montana, Utah, Nebraska, Wyoming, and
Alaska) with some Regular Army soldiers to fill
it out. Camp Lewis was named in honor of
Captain Meriwether Lewis of the famous 1804-
1806 Lewis and Clark Expedition. Occupying
62,432 acres, Camp Lewis was the largest of
sixteen cantonments built to train drafted
soldiers for World War I, with a central complex
of over 1800 buildings and a Remount Station to
accommodate 15,000 horses and mules. It had
the distinction of being the only one of the
sixteen camps completed on time and within
budget.

The organization of the 91st was dictated by
General Perishing’s American Expeditionary
Force (AEF) headquarters. It was authorized
about 28,000 men, nearly twice the size of
European Army divisions. The AEF planners
wanted a division with better staying power in
combat. It was based upon two large Infantry
brigades each made up of two Infantry regiments
and a machine gun battalion. The division also
included a Field Artillery Brigade made up of
two light regiments (75mm howitzers), one
medium regiment (155mm howitzers), and a
trench mortar battery. Rounding out the
division was an additional machine gun
battalion, an Engineer regiment, a Field Signal
battalion, and various combat support and
service troops to include Military Police units.

Major General Henry A. Greene, an 1879
West Point graduate, commanded the division.
He had seen combat service during the Cuban
War and the Philippine insurrection.

The division’s war cry, “Powder River – Let
‘er Buck!”, derived from the Powder River and
reflected the division’s cowboy recruits from
Montana and Wyoming. The terrain at Camp
Lewis favored the environment in France.
There existed open plains, heavily wooded
areas, hills, running streams, and lakes. The
terrain also favored horse cavalry and had
good ground for live-fire training that included
musketry training, machine gun and artillery
firing and combined arms maneuver training.
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The climate at Camp Lewis was temperate
and favored outdoor training. The rain was
moderate and it was said that it was the only
training camp in the United States that did not
miss a day of training since the camps were
opened. Weather did not have adverse effect on
the morale of the officers and men. Any
dampness was deemed advantageous for
training because the climate in northern
France and Belgium was much like that of
Camp Lewis.

Training
The training program was designed to last

up to eight months and was designed to build
the division by stages beginning with the
individual soldier and building up to squad,
platoon, and battalion drills. Soldiers worked
forty hours a week with time off on Wednesday
afternoons and weekends from Saturday
afternoon to Sunday evening.

Recruits were typically awakened at 0545
hours by a cannon shot and the reveille bugle
call. They spent the day working on a
combination of physical exercise, unit drill,
equipment training, and technical lessons (i.e.,
motor vehicles were new as were radios and
other signaling methods). Ceremonies were
reduced to the minimum to devote the greatest
possible time for practical, school-of-soldiers
instruction.

Specialized training took place at various
locations on the reservation. The rifle ranges
were northeast of the Camp, the assault
trenches were on the plain southeast of the
Camp, and the machine gun range was set up
just beyond the Remount Station that was at
the center of the main cluster of Camp
buildings.

The medium artillery (155mm) range was
laid out south of Artillery Bluffs on the main
post and on what had been the old Nisqually
Indian Reservation south of the Camp. The
light artillery (75mm) range was northwest of
the Camp near DuPont and Steilacoom.
Because of the size of Camp Lewis, the artillery
ranges were the largest in the United States.

Pershing insisted that American troops be
good marksmen and it is reported that he said:
“I want troops that can shoot and salute.” An
infantry firing range was built in 1918 with
moveable targets operated by men hidden in
protective pits to help achieve that effect.

Camp Lewis infantry training emphasized
hand-to-hand fighting and bayonet instruction.
However, it was noticed that company officers
were careless in enforcing precision and snap in
close order drills.

Another problem was the shortage of
specialists, both officers and enlisted men, in
grenades, musketry, automatic rifles, bayonets,
field fortifications, motor vehicles, and gas
defense. But, by far the most serious training
obstacle at the beginning was a shortage of
modern arms and equipment. Some soldiers
started training with Spanish-American War
Krag-Jorgenson rifles in lieu of the new Enfield
1917 rifles. This problem sorted itself out, but
as late as April 1918 the 91st had to train with
outdated Colt machine guns. The division did
have a sufficient number of one-pounder
(37mm) guns, but there was a shortage of
ammunition for live-fire exercises.

Drilling with Bayonets

1,000-Inch Machine Gun Range, 
Camp Lewis



Another training problem was that the War
Department siphoned off trained troops for other
divisions closer to embarkation for France. That
meant that the division routinely had fewer
enlisted men than it was authorized, although it
often had a surplus of officers as a consequence of
officer training camps (like Officer Candidate
Schools-OCS) that made officers out of enlisted
soldiers. Finally, when the division was getting
ready to ship out for France, it needed several
thousand new draftees to bring it up to authorized
strength.

Tactical Doctrine
AEF doctrine emphasized open, maneuver

warfare because Pershing believed that the enemy
had to be driven out into the open and engaged in a
war of movement. Pershing detested trench
warfare and believed that it encouraged passivity,
defeatism, and stalemate. In Pershing’s view, only
American troops trained in mobile warfare and
inspired with the spirit of the offensive could break
the deadlock on the Western Front.

Despite Pershing’s views, stateside training of
the 91st did result in considerable instruction in
trench warfare. The area chosen at Camp Lewis
for trench warfare training was a prairie southeast
of the Camp. Its gravelly soil made digging
challenging. Several hundred men at a time lived
in these trenches for several days at a time. While
in the trenches the men learned how to fight at
night with searchlights replicating Star Shells to
illuminate the enemy.

The Allies supported training by providing
advisors. British advisors gave instruction, but
were considered “cold and distant.” French officers
were more popular and even showed moving
pictures of life in the trenches and gave lectures on
conditions in France and Belgium. The British
sent five officers and seven enlisted men to the
91st. Their specialties included machine guns,
trench mortars, gas warfare, bayonets, and
sniping. A British officer praised the Americans’
“discipline of democracy” contrasting it to the
German disciplines of “force and fear.” By all
accounts, the advisory program went smoothly and
characterized relations as “close.”

Trench Diggers at Work

A Trench Laid Out by the Engineer

Trench Digging at Camp Lewis



The vast area and variety of terrain at Camp
Lewis permitted all units of the division to
conduct realistic training. For example, the
316th Engineers built a pontoon bridge across a
bayou of American Lake to simulate a river
crossing in France. In mid-April 1918, the two
Infantry Brigades of the 91st conducted a
practice march of 15 miles with full field
equipment. The march included advance and
rear-guard problems, the establishment of an
outpost, and preparation of a midday meal.

The unit maneuvers of the 91st culminated
with a division exercise involving 20,000 men
and 5,000 horses and mules. It was the largest
such maneuver ever held on the West Coast.
The size of Camp Lewis allowed exercises to
take place almost entirely within the military
reservation, an advantage not enjoyed by most
other training camps. Although the maneuvers
went well, the main problems included
inadequate sanitary discipline such as putting
the latrines too close to the mess area.

91st Division maneuvers  at Camp Lewis with 
horses, mules and equipment, 1918



Brigadier General 
Frederick Foltz

As the division finished its training
and prepared to depart for France,
Camp Lewis received a shock when the
War Department demoted Major
General Greene to Brigadier General
and Brigadier Frederick Foltz,
commander of the 182d Infantry
Brigade, assumed command of the 91st
Division. While Greene was well liked
and showed concern for the moral,
physical, and mental welfare of his
men, Greene’s undoing had been his
advanced age (62 years) and lack of
physical vigor (overweight) according to
General Pershing. Another factor was
that when Greene was in France on a
tour of the Western Front in early 1918,
Brigadier Styer, a brigade commander,
allegedly allowed liquor to be brought
into Camp Lewis. Styer was demoted to
Colonel and transferred to another
infantry regiment stationed in the
Philippines in April 1918. This scandal
probably tainted Greene’s reputation
with Pershing. Major General William
H. Johnston assumed command of the
91st in France and Greene also went to
the Philippines.

Conclusion
The 91st reached its full strength of

about 28,000 in early June of 1918. The
first units began to leave Camp Lewis
for France on 19 June 1918. The lead
elements of the 91st sailed for France
on 6 July and the last units arrived on
20 July. After some additional training
in France, the 91st saw heavy action in
late September and October during the
Meuse-Argonne Offensive. Then again
in late October and early November in
the Ypres-Lys area of Belgium, under
British command, they inflicted heavy
casualties against the Germans in 26
days of combat before the Armistice on
11 November 1918. Losing a total of
1454 killed and 4654 wounded during
WWI, the 91st earned high praise from
the French and British, and
distinguished itself as one of the best
divisions in the American
Expeditionary Force (AEF).
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From the Director……

Happy October everyone!  
We’ve finally wrapped up a truly exceptional

summer season at the Lewis Army Museum.
We broke the 25,000 mark for annual visitation
during Fiscal Year 2019. We also recorded the
museum’s largest single-day visitation during
our inaugural “Living History Weekend”. On
Saturday August 3rd, we recorded nearly 700
people visiting the museum. Our public access
gate alone recorded over 160 visitors entering
the museum grounds that day. The weekend
event, which ran Friday through Sunday, was
supported by nearly 30 living historians
featuring an extraordinary display of military
paraphernalia including trucks, jeeps, weapons,
and our personal favorite, a Vietnam riverine
patrol boat courtesy of the men of the
Army/Navy Gamewardens Association.

Regarding the museum’s evolving mission -
the May transition of the U.S. Army Center of
Military History to the Army’s Training and
Doctrine Command - the staff and volunteers of
the Lewis Army Museum have been working
hard to meet our renewed focus on training
Soldiers while maintaining the museum’s role
as a critical link between the U.S. Army and the
American people it serves. For fiscal year 2019
LAM staff and volunteers utilized the full range
of museum resources to engage over 5,300
Soldiers in training and morale events. We
believe in this new focus and are working hard
to make America’s Soldiers ready and able at all
times.

As we move into the new Fiscal Year, we
genuinely appreciate the continued support of
the Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum
and the selfless support of all our volunteers.
We couldn’t function without each and every
one of you.

For FY20 we will continue to strive to be best
Army museum we can possibly be.

Thank you and see you all soon,

Erik

From the President….

Greetings, Friends!
I find that autumn is a good time to

catch my breath between the variety of
summer activities and the busy holiday
season. This summer, our Friends
supported the Museum’s outreach efforts
for several events, including the D-Day
75th Anniversary, the JBLM Freedom Fest,
the Vietnam 50th Anniversary, and living
history weekends. With a full-time staff of
only two people, I continue to be amazed at
how much our Museum can do, and I am
grateful to Erik and Heidi. Our success
wouldn’t be possible without the dedication
and talent of our volunteers, and I would
like to recognize a few of them.

Dawn Daily was instrumental in
developing the museum volunteer
schedules and coordinating events where
we could bring the museum to the
community, engaging with all of our
community. She transitioned out of her
Volunteer Coordinator position earlier this
summer in order to pursue her Masters in
Museology through the University of
Washington, and we wish her the best of
luck. We are grateful that she continues to
be part of our strong volunteer family.

We welcome Jenn Jett, an archivist for
the Museum, as our new Volunteer
Coordinator.

Karolyn Bredberg, a Museum research
and archives volunteer, as well as our
Banner editor, was nominated as the JBLM
Volunteer of the Year for her outstanding
contributions. We were thrilled to see her
recognized for her efforts at the JBLM
Volunteer Recognition event in May.

We are bidding a fond farewell to Harry
Schreiber, a longtime board member, who
deserves to enjoy retirement although he
will continue to volunteer at the Cannon
Shop. I appreciate Harry’s friendly
attitude and willingness to mentor others
by sharing his military experiences and life
lessons.

Congratulations to Sabine Patterson, our
Volunteer of the Month for August!

Marisa Peloquin



FRIENDS OF THE FORT LEWIS MILITARYMUSEUM

Please RSVP by email to Jenn Jett (j_jett1@hotmail.com) 
by Wednesday, October 23, 2019. Be sure to include how 

many will be in your party, so that we can plan for the right 
amount of food to purchase. 

Cost of Brunch:  $10.00 per person/ $20.00 for families.

Place: Lewis Army Museum, 2nd Floor
Conference Room, North Fort Lewis

Time: 1000-1130

FRIENDS ANNUAL MEETING & BRUNCH
27 October 2019

You are invited to attend the Friends Annual Meeting and
Brunch, which will be held at the Lewis Army Museum on
Sunday, October 27th at 1000-1130. Enjoy a continental
breakfast and an interesting discussion, led by Pat
Powers, on the different types of military payment
certificates (MPC) used throughout history. Pat is a
former board member of the Friends, and enjoys studying
the unique aspects of our military culture. Be sure to
check out the interesting examples of MPC that he will
bring to this event!
Guests are always welcome – feel free to bring your family
and friends! We are trying to make our brunches more
accessible, so we are only asking for a $10 donation (or $20
for families), which can be paid at the door.



The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum
Board of Directors

COL Marisa Peloquin, USAR….…………………………President             
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COL (Ret.) Conrad Szymczak…………….………………..Member
Dawn Daily…………………………………………………….Member
Karolyn Bredberg…………………………………………….Member

The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The
Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum. Articles may be submitted to the
Editor or left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum. The Friends
assume no responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials
submitted for publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the
Editor for permission to reproduce any portion.

Editor……………..……………………….Karolyn Bredberg
Assistant Editors…. ……….……….....Heidi Pierson

LTC (Ret.) Donald A. Simpson
COL (Ret) Paul Knoop

Visit the Friends web site for more 
information and purchases from the Cannon 

Shop.
http://fortlewismuseum.com

Friends of the Fort Lewis 
Military Museum
PO Box 331001
JBLM, WA  98433-1001

Recruits arriving by pullman car, 
Camp Lewis, 1918
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