
Seventy-five years ago, Allied ground and 
airborne forces landed in Normandy, France, in 
Operation Overlord, more commonly known as 
D-Day.  Overlord was staggering in its scope 
and is the largest amphibious landing in 
history.  It led to final victory in Europe eleven 
months later.

The cross-channel attack was always the goal of 
the Allies and was viewed as the quickest way 
to defeat the Germans.  The US wanted to do it 
as early as 1942; however, neither the resources 
nor the forces were available.  It took until 1944 
to marshal the necessary capability to make and 
sustain an invasion.

Instead, we invaded North Africa in November 
1942.  The problems encountered revealed that 
we were not ready for an invasion against 
mainland Europe.  After North Africa, we 
continued operations in the Mediterranean, 
landing in Sicily in July 1943 and then, Italy in 
September 1943.

In March 1943, Lieutenant General Frederick 
E. Morgan, a British officer, was appointed as 
chief Overlord planner with instructions to plan 
for an invasion as early as March 1944.  The 
landings could be anywhere from Holland to 
Brest, France on the Brittany Peninsula.  

The Calvados Coast of Normandy was selected 
since it had excellent beaches for both the 
assault and follow on support.  There was a 
good road network inland and the ports of 
Caen to the east and Cherbourg to the 
northwest could be captured quickly.  Caen 
also had an excellent airfield.

In December 1943, General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, the commander in the 
Mediterranean, was named Supreme Allied 
Commander.  He returned to England to 
assume his duties on 14 January 1944.  He 
increased the invasion force from three ground 
divisions and one airborne division to five 
ground divisions and three airborne divisions.  
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The Germans thought we had eighty-nine divisions when we had 
only forty-seven.  Hitler kept thirteen divisions in Norway and 
another twenty-two in the Pas-de-Calais area.  Thinking the 
eventual landings in Normandy were a feint, Hitler did not 
release the armored forces in the Pas-de-Calais area until the 
invasion force was well ashore.

When bad weather was forecast at 0400 hours, 4 June, 
Eisenhower cancelled the landings for 5 June.  At a subsequent 
briefing at 2130 on the 4th, the weather officer anticipated a 
break in the weather for thirty-six hours beginning the morning 
of the 5th.  Visibility would be relatively clear and the winds 
moderate.  Aircraft would be able to operate the night of 5-6 
June, although they would be hampered by scattered clouds.  
Based on this more optimistic forecast Eisenhower gave the order 
to go on the 6th.

The afternoon of the 5th, the airborne troopers began dressing for 
battle.  The 82nd would drop three parachute regiments:  their 
organic 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment and two attached 
regiments, the 507th and the 508th.  The 505th was to seize the 
village of Sainte-Mère-Eglise, a vital road network hub six miles 
inland from Utah Beach.  The 507th and 508th would jump to the 
east and seize bridges over the Merderet River.  The organic 
504th was just back from Italy and would not make the 
Normandy jump.

The 101st mission was to seize the western ends of four 
causeways that crossed the flooded area behind Utah Beach. Two 
regiments, the 502nd and 506th, had this mission.  The third 
parachute regiment, the 501st, was to seize a set of locks on the 
Douve River to prevent the Germans from flooding the low areas. 
They were also to seize two bridges over the Douve to block any 
German counterattacks from the southwest.

Five landing beaches were 
selected.  The British and 
Canadians would land on 
Sword, Juno and Gold to the 
east.  The Americans would 
land on Omaha and Utah to 
the west. The British 6th

Airborne Division would drop 
east of Sword Beach to protect 
the east flank.  The American 
82nd and 101st Airborne 
Divisions would drop behind 
Utah Beach to protect the 
landings there. The earliest 
date for the landings was 1 
May, later slipped to 1 June to 
allow another month for 
landing craft production and 
delivery.

At least half moon visibility 
was required for the night 
airborne drops.  The 
amphibious landings required 
a rising tide at dawn to allow 
landing craft to run into the 
beach and then float free for 
the return.  The only dates in 
June that met these criteria 
were the fifth, sixth, seventh, 
nineteenth and twentieth. 
Eisenhower selected 5 June as 
D-Day.  H-Hour would be 
dawn.

An elaborate deception plan 
known as Operation Fortitude 
was conducted to deceive the 
Germans.  Fortitude North 
depicted landings in Norway; 
Fortitude South, landings in 
the Pas-de-Calais area of 
France.  Fake radio traffic and 
false reports were employed.  
Dummy units were designated
and equipment mockups were 
stockpiled.  Lieutenant 
General George S. Patton, Jr. 
was designated as commander 
of the fictitious First US Army 
Group.  The plan worked.  
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Shortly after 2300, eighteen pathfinder teams 
took off from England to mark the drop zones.  
The planes encountered two problems:  anti-
aircraft fire and a heavy cloud bank.  The pilots 
took evasive action resulting in the pathfinder 
teams being badly scattered.  Only the team 
marking the drop zone for the 82nd’s 505th

Parachute Infantry Regiment was dropped 
correctly.

The main body took off shortly after midnight 
and the lead aircraft began dropping jumpers 
between 0115 and 0130. Again, the 
paratroopers were badly scattered. Pilots again 
took evasive action to avoid anti-aircraft fire; 
many increased their speed and increased or 
decreased their altitude.  Many troopers 
jumped at speeds of 150 mph and at altitudes 
as high as 2,100 feet and as low as 300 feet.  
Some troopers were dropped in the English 
Channel and drowned. 

Since their pathfinders had marked the proper 
drop zone, the 505th had a good jump.  Third 
Battalion quickly assembled 180 men and 
seized Sainte-Mère-Eglise.  Second Battalion 
reinforced them and the town was held.

The 101st was also badly scattered.  However, 
3rd Battalion, 502nd, assembled a small force 
and seized the two northern causeways.  By the 
time the 1st Battalion, 506th, reached the two 
southern causeways, the lead elements of the 
4th Infantry Division, coming off Utah Beach, 
had already crossed.

Six glider missions came in on D-Day; two at 
0400 at the tail end of the airstream of 
paratroop drops; the other four, later that 
evening.  Gliders brought in artillery pieces 
and crews, vehicles, and communications gear.  
The two glider infantry regiments came in on 
D+1; the 325 of the 82nd by glider, the 327 of 
the 101st by landing craft over Utah Beach. 

Throughout the night and during the day, 
small groups of paratroopers assembled and 
leaders took charge.  The Germans were totally 
surprised, confused and greatly overestimated 
the numbers of paratroopers they faced.  

Their counterattacks were uncoordinated and 
ineffective.  However, the cost was high.  The 
two airborne divisions suffered 2,500 
casualties on D-Day.

H-Hour for the landings on the two American 
beaches was set for 0630, one hour after low 
tide and first light.  H-Hour on the British 
beaches was one hour and fifteen minutes 
later because of variances in the tide.  The 
heaviest fighting was on Juno Beach in the 
British sector and Omaha Beach in the 
American sector.

On Juno, the Canadian 3rd Infantry Division, 
21,400 strong, faced heavy resistance.  
However, tanks were able to get ashore to 
support the infantry.  The Canadians suffered 
1,200 casualties, most occurring in the first 
hour. 

On the other two British beaches, resistance 
was light.  The British 3rd Division landed 
29,000 men on Sword, suffering 630 
casualties.  The British 50th Division landed 
25,000 men on Gold and had 400 casualties.

At Utah Beach, Easy Company, 2nd Battalion, 
8th Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division, 
was the first Allied company to hit the beach 
in the invasion.  However, because of the tide, 
wave action and poor visibility caused by 
smoke from the air and naval bombardment, 
they landed one kilometer south of their 
planned landing site.  This area of the beach 
was lightly defended; thus, follow on forces 
were brought into this location rather than 
the original one.  With the protection provided 
by the paratroopers inland, the 4th Infantry 
Division faced little resistance.  For the day, 
they had only twelve men killed and less than 
200 wounded, the majority of casualties being 
from mines.

Omaha Beach was a different story. It was the 
only sandy beach between Gold and Utah 
Beaches.  The three and one-half mile landing 
area had five exit draws that sloped gently 
from the beach to the tableland 170 feet above.  
Each exit draw was heavily defended.  The 
beach was approximately 300 yards wide at 
low tide and was covered with obstacles. 



At the end of the beach was a three-foot shingle 
consisting of small pebbles that was impassable 
to vehicles.  From the shingle, it was another 200 
yards to the base of the bluff.  The entire area 
was mined and exposed to killing fire.  Omaha 
Beach was a defender’s dream.  

The 16th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry 
Division, and the 116th Infantry Regiment, 29th

Infantry Division, made the initial assault 
landing.  The defenders were relatively 
unscathed by the air and naval bombardment.  
Strong lateral currents and poor navigation 
brought the majority of the assault teams into 
the wrong landing sectors.  The right flank unit, 
A Company, 116th, landed on Sector Dog Green.  
The unit was virtually annihilated, suffering 
96% casualties, and ceasing to exist as a fighting 
force before firing a shot.  Sixty percent of the 
company was from Bedford, Virginia.  Twenty-
one Bedford men died on Omaha Beach.

Company C, 2nd Ranger Battalion, followed A 
Company into Dog Green.  They landed with 
sixty-eight men.  Only thirty made it to the base 
of the bluff.  However, the Rangers scaled the 
cliff adjacent to the western most exit draw and 
were on top by 0730, one of the first units to 
reach the high ground.  This unit, portrayed in 
the movie “Saving Private Ryan”, ended the day 
with twelve men. 

Three companies of the 2nd Ranger Battalion led 
by their battalion commander, Lieutenant 
Colonel James E. Rudder, attacked a six-gun 
155mm Gun Battery located at Pointe-du-Hoc, a 
sheer cliff 120 feet high, four miles west of 
Omaha Beach.  After landing under fire, ropes 
and rope ladders with grappling hooks were fired 
from the landing craft to the top of the cliff.

Initially, four men climbed to the top and 
dropped more ropes to the men below.  By 
0730, the bulk of the force was at the top 
engaging the German defenders.  Ironically, 
no artillery pieces were found in the 
casemates, only telephone poles simulating 
the guns.  Later, a patrol found five of the 
six cannons in a camouflaged position one 
kilometer to the rear.  The guns were 
unmanned and unguarded.  The Rangers 
destroyed the guns with thermite grenades.

Omaha Beach was littered with casualties 
and destroyed equipment.  Vehicles could 
not move off the beach and became stacked 
up, creating congestion and confusion.  The 
naval beach commander suspended the 
landings at 0830.  An hour later, Brigadier 
General Willard G. Wyman, Assistant 
Division Commander, 1st Infantry Division, 
requested that more combat troops be sent.

At 1010 hours, two additional regiments, 
the 18th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry 
Division, and the 115th Infantry Regiment, 
29th Infantry Division, landed.  All along 
Omaha, small groups of soldiers began 
fighting their way to the top by climbing the 
bluffs between the heavily defended exit 
draws.  

Soldiers of 1st Infantry Division headed for 
Omaha Beach.

Rangers of 2nd Ranger Battalion 
at Pointe-du-Hoc.



Taken at Greenham Common Airfield in England about 
8:30 PM on 5 June 1944, the picture shows General 
Eisenhower speaking to Lt. Wallace C. Strobel -
jumpmaster for his plane load wearing the number “23” 
on the placard around his neck to indicate their plane 
number - and other paratroopers from E Company, 502nd

Parachute Infantry Regiment.

Shortly before the troopers were to leave their assembly 
area and board aircraft for the jump into Normandy, 
General Eisenhower came down the street with members 
of his staff and a bevy of photographers. Speaking 
directly to LT Strobel, the General asked his name and 
where he was from.  Strobel replied, “LT Strobel from 
Michigan, Sir!”  Ike responded, “Yes!  Great fishing up 
there!’  Then he asked if they thought they were ready 
for their mission.  LT Strobel assured him, “We are all 
set and don’t think we will have many problems,”  before 
the General moved through the group, chatting to the 
other men.

LT Strobel later said he thought the General was there 
to boost their morale, but visiting with well-trained, 
confident men actually boosted the General’s morale 
more.  Eisenhower was much concerned about the high 
percentage of anticipated airborne casualties.  When the 
General departed, the troopers gathered their equipment 
and walked to their plane.

Years after surviving the war, as Wallace Strobel related 
his memories of the picture to the Eisenhower Library,  
he concluded his comments by saying, “I have always 
been proud of my service with the officers and men of the 
502nd Parachute Infantry Regiment and the 101st

Airborne Division.”  Wallace Strobel died in September 
1999 at age 77 in Saginaw, Michigan.

The 5th Ranger Battalion had landed in 
the 29th Infantry Division sector at 0745.  
The Ranger motto, “Rangers Lead the 
Way” is derived from Brigadier General 
Norman D. Cota, Assistant Division 
Commander, 29th Infantry Division, 
ordering the Rangers to “lead us off the 
beach”, which the Rangers did. 

By noon, the situation was improving 
and at 1300, six and one-half hours after 
the first wave landed, the V Corps 
commander, Major General Leonard T. 
Gerow, sent his first favorable report to 
Lieutenant General Omar N. Bradley, 
the First Army commander, aboard the 
navy cruiser, USS Augusta.

By the end of the day, the attackers had 
moved off the beach to as far as one and 
one-half kilometers.  40,000 men landed 
on Omaha Beach on D-Day; 2,200 were 
casualties.  In the initial assault waves, 
the chance of being killed or wounded 
was about one in two.  Stephen Ambrose 
said in his book on D-Day: “As always in 
war, the infantry got stuck with war at 
its cutting edge.  The most extreme 
experience a human being can go 
through is being a combat infantryman.  
Nowhere in World War II was combat 
more extreme than at Omaha in the 
early morning of 6 June.” 

There was much more fighting to come 
before the Allies broke out of the 
Normandy hedgerows the end of July.  
However, by nightfall of 6 June 1944, 
175,000 Americans, British and 
Canadians were ashore on mainland 
Europe at a cost of 10,000 casualties.  
They were there to stay.
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From the Director……

As spring moves into summer, the museum staff, 
volunteers, and Soldiers are getting ready for the 
pace of activity to accelerate.  Our Soldier 
Engagement activities (promotions, retirements, 
award ceremonies, etc.) have expanded 
significantly over previous years.  The word is 
out amongst the Soldiers, Airmen, and civilians 
of JBLM that the Museum is an ideal location to 
hold important events while engaging in history.  
One highlight was a Purple Heart award 
ceremony for a 7th Infantry Division officer 
wounded last year while serving as a member of 
the UN stabilization force in Timbuktu, Mali.  
His choice to hold this important event at our 
museum meant a great deal to us all.  

We are preparing for our busiest spring/summer 
season yet with a calendar full of on- and off-
campus engagement events.  In May Friends of 
the Fort Lewis Military Museum volunteers will 
be representing our museum at the annual 
JBLM Armed Forces day and at Everett’s Flying 
Heritage and Combat Armor Museum’s “Tank 
Fest”.  On Saturday 15 June we will 
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the D-Day 
campaign with a special public event featuring 
guest speakers, living historians, and period 
historical displays.  The main event for the 
summer of 2019 will be our 2-4 August “Living 
History Weekend.”  Between these major events 
we will be hosting tours, training, and all 
manner of outreach and engagement activities.  

Finally there is big news for the Museum and its 
mission of preserving the history of the Army in 
the Pacific Northwest and preparing today’s 
Soldiers for active service.  As of 1 May the U.S. 
Army Center of Military History was transferred 
from alignment under the Office of the 
Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of the 
Army (OAA) to a direct-reporting entity under 
Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC).  
The realignment of CMH to TRADOC solidifies 
the mission of Army historians as force 
multipliers with the mission of making today’s 
force more lethal.  The Chief of Army History, 
Mr. Charles Bowery, and his senior staff will 
report directly to the TRADOC Chief of Staff who 
reports directly to the TRADOC Commanding 
General.  This is a great move for the Army and 
for Army history.  

With our increase in activity we always 
welcome new Friends and new volunteers 
who are looking for opportunities to engage 
with the greater JBLM community and with 
Army history.  If you are interested please 
contact any member of the museum staff or a 
member of the Friends of the Fort Lewis 
Military Museum.

Erik

The American flag  shown on the cliff at Pointe-
du-Hoc is now at 2nd Ranger Battalion 

Headquarters at JBLM. The flag was donated 
by James E. Rudder's widow and was framed by 

our Friends board member, COL Paul Knoop, 
USA, Retired. Space was at a premium, and 

they could not take the flagpole, so they 
liberated a boat hook from the landing craft and 
wired the flag to that to wave as the signal that 
the guns were silenced. LTC Rudder kept the 
flag, on the boat hook, behind his desk, and 
when he died in the early 90's, had his wife 

present it to the 2nd Rangers. The boat hook has 
since disappeared.



FRIENDS OF THE FORT LEWIS MILITARYMUSEUM

Return this reservation form to LTC (Ret) Donald A Simpson, 827 
AlohaStreet Edmunds, WA 98020 with your check payable to 
“The Friends” by  Tuesday, May 27, 2019. 

NOTE THE NEW
Cost of Brunch for members and guests: $18.00 each.

Last minute reservations may be made by calling 
Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598.

Number of Reservations: TotalAmount Enclosed:

Name of Member: Telephone Number:

Names of Guests:

Residents of Patriot’s Landing do not need to make payment for the meeting,
but are requested to make reservations for seating.

Place: Patriots Landing, Olympic Dining Room  
Time: 1130-1200 Social Hour

1200-1300 Brunch
1300-1400 Program

GENERAL MEMBERSHIPMEETING
2 June 2019

Program To Be Announced.



The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum
Board of Directors

COL Marisa Peloquin, USAR….…………………………President             
LTC (Ret.) Thomas Morgan………………………...Vice President         
Joseph Koczur, Jr……………………………….…………Secretary            
LTC (Ret.) Donald Simpson…..…………….…………...Treasurer             
COL Edward Wood, USAR…….....………….…………….Member                 
SGM (Ret) Harry Schreiber....………….………………….Member                
COL (Ret) Paul Knoop….………………….…………….….Member                
COL (Ret) Ian Larson…...…………….…………………….Member
LTC Melissa Cantwell……………………………………….Member
COL (Ret.) Conrad Scymczak……………………………..Member

The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The
Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum. Articles may be submitted to the
Editor or left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum. The Friends
assume no responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials
submitted for publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the
Editor for permission to reproduce any portion.

Editor……………..……………………….Karolyn Bredberg
Assistant Editors…. ……….……….....Heidi Pierson

LTC (Ret.) Donald A. Simpson
COL (Ret) Paul Knoop

Visit the Friends web site for more 
information and purchases from the Cannon 

Shop.
http://fortlewismuseum.com

Friends of the Fort Lewis 
Military Museum
PO Box 331001
JBLM, WA  98433-1001

The Lewis Army Museum continues to 
support the training of our soldiers by 

preserving their heritage. The weapons 
displayed in this World War II 

photograph can be seen in our museum 
exhibits.

THE HIGGINS BOAT

The photo on page 4 shows soldiers of 
the 1st Infantry Division headed to 
Omaha Beach in an LCVP.

General Dwight Eisenhower once said 
that “Andrew Higgins was the man who 
won the war.  If he had not designed and 
built the LCVP (Landing Craft Vehicle 
& Personnel), we never could have 
landed over an open beach.  The whole 
strategy for the war would have been 
different.”

Employed in both the European and 
Pacific Theaters, 23,358 LCVPs were 
built in Louisiana for World War II. 
Thirty-six feet long, 11 feet wide, draft 
three feet, each boat could carry thirty-
six troops or 8,100 pounds of cargo.  
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