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The Christmas Season of 1917
marked the first time since the Civil
War that the nation had been in a
major war during the “holidays.” As
a result, for most soldiers, it was the
first time they had celebrated
Christmas far from home and
family.

Between September and December
1917, over 37,000 soldiers had
arrived on Camp Lewis for training.
With the focus on training and
providing weapons, equipment and
food for the troops, the Army had
little time to plan holiday festivities
for the troops. (continued on page 3)

In early America, Christmas was
primarily a religious holiday and
the festivities were often centered
on religious observances. However,
by 1917, millions of immigrants
had arrived in the United States,
bringing with them joyous and
colorful traditions.

America’s emerging popular
culture, fueled by newspapers,
magazines, and retailers, quickly
embraced the best of the traditions
and created a “new” American way
of celebrating the Holiday Season.



Synthia Santos Set to Retire 
After a Federal career of over 36 years,

our historian, Synthia Santos is preparing
to retire on 1 January 2018. Synthia
started her Federal employment as a clerk
typist with the Tacoma Army Recruiting
Command in 1981. In 1982, she came to
Fort Lewis, working at the Equal
Opportunity Support Office. She
continued to advance through the system,
working at the Installation Management
Division and the Directorate of Reserve
Component Support.

In April 1997, Synthia started at the
Fort Lewis Museum as a Museum and
History Assistant and in 2006 was
officially promoted to Historian.

For the last twenty years Synthia has
been an important member of the
Museum team. Not only did Synthia
compile historical material, but she also
answered inquiries, processed historic
photographs and documents, and assisted
with all aspects of the museum’s
operations. Synthia ably served as a
Volunteer Coordinator and played a major
role in rebuilding the museum’s galleries
in 2015.

Synthia has received numerous awards
and commendations for her efforts,
including the I Corps Commanding
General’s Certificate of Appreciation, the
DCRS Special Act Award, and was twice
the DPTMS Employee of the Quarter.

Congratulations to Synthia for all her
hard work and best wishes for a long and
happy retirement.

Happy Holidays from the 
Friends of the Fort Lewis 

Military Museum!
As we prepare to celebrate the upcoming

Holiday Season we wanted to invite you to
participate in two events at the Lewis Army
Museum:

On Tuesday, 28 November, we will honor
Synthia Santos for her Federal service of over
thirty-six years, particularly the last twenty
years of service at the Museum. We will also
honor our current and past Volunteers who
play such an important role in the Museum’s
success. Stop by any time between 11am and
3pm to help celebrate with Synthia and our
Museum Volunteers.

The Museum will host “A Great War
Christmas” on Saturday, 2 December, from
10am to 2pm. This historically themed open
house will include period music, holiday menus,
a scent scavenger hunt, making of a paper
chain garland, and the story of the Christmas
Truce of 1914. Be sure to let your friends and
family know of this exciting event.
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Fortunately, many civic, patriotic, and
fraternal organizations stepped in to fill
the void and provide a festive Christmas
for the soldiers of Camp Lewis.

The Knights of Columbus, the Salvation
Army, the Red Cross, the Ancient Order of
Hibernians, the Sons of Italy, the Masons,
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew were just a
few of the organizations that provided
Christmas activities or provided money
and gifts for the soldiers. In the spirit of
unity, the Jewish organization B’nai B’rith
joined in the effort to make the holidays
special for everyone. It became the goal of
the planning that every soldier, regardless
of his religious faith, would receive a
present, or two.

Among all the post and unit activities, one of
the most inspiring occurred on Christmas Eve
when hundreds of visitors from Tacoma joined
with soldiers to sing “Holy Night” and “My
Country ‘tis of Thee” around a large Christmas
tree located near the Post Headquarters.

Of course, many religious services took place
on Camp Lewis. One of the most notable was
the Midnight Mass, the only one permitted in
the Catholic diocese, which was conducted at
the Camp Hospital. Monsignor Neison,
assisted by other chaplains conducted the
mass which ended with the message, “to every
mother and every son I send greetings, and
wish for peace and the great understanding
that must come out of this bloody struggle.”

Many of the soldiers who celebrated
Christmas at Camp Lewis went on to deploy to
France during the coming year of 1918. Sadly,
for some soldiers it would be their last
Christmas.

The illustrations for this article were adapted 
from the original artwork that appeared in 
the Tacoma Times in December 1917.



The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum
Board of Directors

COL Marisa Peloquin……………...………….…….. President
LTC (Ret) Thomas Morgan…………...……….……. Vice President
Joseph Koczur, Jr…………………...…...…………… Secretary
MSG (Ret) Donald Simpson…………………………. Treasurer
LTC (Ret) Conrad Szymczak………………….......... Member
COL (Ret) Patrick Powers…………………………… Member
SGM (Ret) Harry Schreiber..…………………...…… Member
COL (Ret) Paul Knoop……………………………….. Member
COL (Ret) Ian Larson……….……………………….. Member
Bryant Ouch…………………………………………… Member

The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The
Friends of Fort Lewis Museum. Articles may be submitted to the Editor or
left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum. The Friends assume no
responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials submitted for
publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the Editor for
permission to reproduce any portion.
Editor…….…………………………...…….Alan Archambault
Assistant Editors………………………….LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop
Heidi Pierson

Visit the Friends web site for more information and 
purchases from the Cannon Shop.

http://www.fortlewismuseum.com

Friends of the Fort Lewis 
Military Museum
PO Box 331001
JBLM, WA  98433-1001

The Cannon Shop is Open
For Business!

Just in time for your Holiday shopping! 
The Cannon Shop has a great selection of gift 
items for our military and historically minded 
visitors. The shop is open Wednesday –Sunday 

from 10 am – 4 pm.
Tel: 253 967-4523 

Entrance to the 
renovated 

Cannon Shop
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