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Spring 1917- Pierce County and the Road to War
The citizens of Pierce County watched the

events of the nation and the world through

the pages of local newspapers, like the

Tacoma Times. As the militaristic actions of

Imperial Germany caused President Woodrow

Wilson to consider joining the war, the voters

of Pierce County must have found satisfaction

in the fact that they had recently passed a

bond issue to purchase land that was accepted

by the War Department for use as a military

training post.

The spirit of military preparedness that

guided the voters of Pierce County would put

the post they helped create in the forefront of

the war effort that began on 6 April 1917

when the United States declared war on

Germany.

When Congress authorized the construction of

sixteen new National Army Cantonments in May

1917, the Camp at American Lake Washington,

soon to be named Camp Lewis was at the top of the

list. Actual construction of the camp began in early

July and by September 1917, the camp was ready

to receive the new trainees. The newspapers that

supported the purchase of the land for military use

continued to support the war effort with

meaningful articles and cartoons which reflected

the patriotism of the citizens of Pierce County.



President’s Report

This issue of The Banner continues to look back

at historical events related to the establishment

and infancy of Camp Lewis, later Fort Lewis. The

lead article provides a glimpse into the prevailing

public attitude of “Let’s go get it done!”

enthusiasm and patriotism following the entry of

the United States into World War I. With

examples of political cartoons from the Tacoma

Times, as well as noting songs like “Over There”

by George M. Cohan that expressed the popular

mood, we get a feel for the spirit of the time. The

citizens of Pierce County must have been

extremely proud to be in the vanguard of

contributors to the war effort, having recently

approved the purchase of land that was provided

to the War Department to build Camp Lewis

(construction began in early July 1917 and by

September was ready to receive Soldiers.)

Thanks to museum volunteer Karolyn Bredberg

and her other museum volunteer assistants who

prepared this interesting article!

As the final weeks of the museum renovation

project approach, museum staff and volunteers

look forward to making the museum “visitor

ready” again. Items to stock The Cannon Shop at

its new location will need to be moved from

storage. Volunteers will be working hand in hand

with museum staff to prepare the museum for its

reopening.

Please join us on 4 June 2017 for our Spring

brunch meeting at Patriots Landing. Please note

that we have had to increase the Brunch cost to

$17.00 to cover an increase from Patriot’s

Landing. Our guest speaker will be Mr. Robert

Cromwell. He will be speaking about the role of

the “Spruce Division” during World War I. We

hope to see you there!

Memorial Day will soon be upon us, when we

take the time to honor all those who died in the

service of their country. We owe all who served,

particularly those who died, a debt of gratitude

for the freedoms we enjoy. May we never forget.

Ian Larson

Volunteer Update

The Lewis Army Museum is blessed to have

a wonderful group of dedicated volunteers who

assist in a wide range of projects. In addition to

the World War I Newspaper Project discussed

in this issue of The Banner, our valued

volunteers contribute to the museum’s

operations in many different ways.

Museum volunteers have recently manned

museum exhibits at several special events,

giving out pamphlets and speaking to members

of both the military and civilian communities

about the museum and its activities.

Volunteers have also been working in our

library and archives to arrange materials in a

manner that will ensure easy retrieval, as well

as preserving them for future generations.

Thousands of historical photographs have

recently been re-stored in new archival albums

that make them easier to view as well as

provide a safe environment for maximum

preservation. Our dedicated volunteers have

accomplished this with oversight from the

museum staff.

When the museum reopens in August, we also

hope to engage our volunteers with new duties

as docents in the upgraded exhibit galleries. Of

course, the Cannon Shop will continue to be

manned by volunteers from the Friends of the

Fort Lewis Military Museum.

If you would like to join our “Band of Museum

Volunteers,” please contact the Museum

Director, Erik Flint (253 967-7207) or Museum

Curator Hiedi Pierson (253 967-7208). They

will be delighted to give you information on

how to be a valued volunteer at the Lewis Army

Museum.

A special thanks to our current museum

volunteers:

Andrea Adams, Catherine Bander, Karolyn

Bredberg, Eric Cantu, Stephanie Chung,

Caroline Flint, Emily Fuller, Kayla Heitzman,

Lani Hendrick, Danielle Hitsman, Timothy

Klipp, Paul Knoop, Joseph Koczur, Jr, Jeff

Larson, Ian Larson, Dianne Laslie, Melvin

McLaughlin, Judy Monhollen, Thomas Morgan,

Bryant Ouch, Marisa Peloquin, Patrick Powers,

Harry Schreiber, Donald Simpson, Brent

Tackett, and Jessica Tatzel.



In honor of the Centennial of Camp Lewis and

the United States participation in the “Great

War,” the Lewis Army Museum collected articles

and graphics from the Tacoma Times that

chronicled the events connected with World War I

and the installation. The political cartoons

presented in this issue of The Banner represent a

few of the many appearing on the pages of the

Tacoma Times in early 1917. They have been

“colorized” to allow the details of the artwork to

stand out.

The newspaper project has extended now into

the newspapers that were created on Camp Lewis

during World War I. “Over the Top” was the first

newspaper created on Camp Lewis in December

1917. Two other camp newspapers followed:

“Trench and Camp” and “The Bugle.”

Material gleaned from the pages of these 

wonderful camp newspapers will be highlighted 

in future issues of this newsletter. 

Most of the work on this project has been 

accomplished by Lewis Army Museum 

volunteers who have been instrumental in all 

areas of the museum’s Centennial programs. 

Their efforts will ensure that the museum has 

research materials that will be available for 

historians and researchers for many years to 

come.

The following volunteers contributed to the 

Camp Lewis newspapers project: Catherine 

Bander, Karolyn Bredberg, Stephanie  Chung, 

Emily Fuller, Lani Hendrick, and Amanda 

Weldon.



When he read the headline at the top of his April 6,

1917 New York Times that morning, celebrated

theatrical producer, entertainer and songwriter George

M. Cohan began composition on his musical call to

arms, “Over There.” Featuring a snappy, three-note

motif resembling a bugle call, the song’s refrain became

the most popular ballad of World War I:

Over there, over there,

Send the word, send the word over there,

That the Yanks are coming, the Yanks are coming,

The drums rum-tumming everywhere.

So prepare, say a prayer,

Send the word, send the word to beware,

We'll be over, we're coming over,

And we won't come back till it's over over there.

Cohan completed the song in just one day.

In 1917, before radio, television, computers and

Facebook, American families gathered around the piano

at home to sing together. Department stores, dime

stores, even office supply stores sold inexpensive sheet

music, often employing a “song plugger” to try out any

tune a customer might want to buy. During the First

World War, the sheet music industry produced

hundreds of war songs illustrated with colorful images

portraying wartime sentiments.

Following President Woodrow Wilson’s declaration of

neutrality in 1914, songwriters wrote of America’s

opposition to war:

“I Don’t Want To Go To War” –

I think bullets are a bore!

If I must fight, I’ll scratch and bite,

and pull their hair with all my might.

My father named me Howard,

I’m so glad that I’m a coward.
(E. Madden/H. Marshall. New York: Remick Music, 1914.)

“I Didn’t Raise My Boy To Be A Soldier” –

I brought him up to be my pride and joy.

Who dares to place a musket on his shoulder,

To shoot some other mother’s darling boy?

Let nations arbitrate their future troubles,

It’s time to lay the sword and gun away.

There’d be no war today,

If mothers all would say,

“I didn’t raise my boy to be a soldier.”
(A. Bryan/Al Piantadosi. New York: Leo Feist, 1915.)



After reports of German atrocities against innocent

civilians provoked American outrage in 1915, songs appeared

inciting a crusade:

“Liberty Bell (It’s Time to Ring Again)” –

You have rested, Liberty Bell,

For a hundred years and more,

End your slumber, Liberty Bell,

Ring as you did before,

It’s time to wake ‘em up,

It’s time to shake ‘em up,

It’s a cause worth ringing for.
(J. Goodwin/H. K. Mohr. New York: Shapiro Bernstein, 1915.)

“I’ve Got The Army Blues” –

Shine Up Your Musket

and sword so trusty, so rusty,

Knapsack, horseback, hardtack,

I dream of them all.

The rifles gleaming, the eagles screaming,

Brother, I know I’ve got to go.
(L. Wolfe Gilbert and Carey Morgan. New York: J. W. Stern, 1916.)

Finally, the U.S. entry into the war in 1917 inspired songs

filled with combative exuberance:

“Over There” (first verse) –

Johnnie get your gun, get your gun, get your gun,

Take it on the run, on the run, on the run;

Hear them calling you and me;

Ev’ry son of liberty.

Hurry right away, no delay, go today,

Make your daddy glad, to have had such a lad,

Tell your sweetheart not to pine,

To be proud her boy’s in line.

“We’ll knock the Heligo-Into Heligo Out of Heligoland!” –

We’re on our way to Heligoland to get the Kaiser’s goat,

In a good old Yankee boat,

up the Kiel Canal we’ll float,

I’m a son-of-a-gun if I see a Hun,

I’ll make him understand,

We’ll knock the Heligo, into Heligo,

out of Heligoland.

The cover shows bursting shells from naval artillery as U.S.

sailors push Kaiser Wilhelm II to a cliff above the North Sea,

on the German island fortress of Heligoland. The Kaiser’s

exotic, upturned mustache, tall boots, spiked helmet and

Prussian officer’s cape (pictured in red to denote his bellicose

reputation) made him an easy figure to ridicule.

Sources:

All the Years of American Popular Music, David  

Ewen. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1977.

Ballads & Songs of WWI, Jerry Silverman.  Pacific, MO:  Mel 

Bay Publications, Inc., 1997.

Over There, G. M. Cohan.  New York:  Leo Feist, 1917.  

The New York Times, April 6, 1917.

We’ll knock the Heligo-Into Heligo Out of Heligoland!, J. 

O’Brian/T. Morse. New York:  Leo Feist, 1917.

Article by Karolyn Bredberg, Lewis Museum 

Volunteer.

All Sheet Music from the collection of the Lewis 

Army Museum.



As many of our Museum Friends know, work

continues on the renovation of our exhibit galleries.

However, due to some issues with the building that

needed to be addressed prior to installing some of

the new exhibits, the completion of the project has

been delayed by several months. Of course, we are

anxious to see the museum open as soon as possible

but it is important to address any issues with the

building prior to the installation if the new exhibits.

The good news is that the work on the

building is restricted to the mezzanine and

work on other areas of the museum

continues. The Soldiers of the Early

Northwest and the Lewis Gallery are

progressing nicely. The new exhibits are

using the latest in lighting and museum

mounting to ensure the preservation of the

artifacts on display.
Photo murals and videos will also enhance the

visitors museum “experience.” Informational

panels have been designed to be concise,

accurate, and visually appealing. Platforms and

exhibit cases help to protect and enhance the

historical artifacts. All uniforms on exhibit will

be mounted on “conservation forms,” fashioned

from inert materials to ensure maximum

protection for the garment. A professional mount

maker has also designed custom made mounts

for all the artifacts on display.

The photographs on this page will hopefully

give the reader an idea of how the exhibits are

progressing. The present plan is to officially

re-open the museum on 29 August 2017, which

will also commemorate the Centennial of the

opening of Camp Lewis in 1917. More

information on this will follow in the next

issue of The Banner.



Please return your reservation form and check by Thursday, 1 June 2017.       

Last  minute reservations may be made by calling Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598.

Return this form to LTC (Ret) Donald A Simpson, 827 Aloha Street, Edmunds, WA 98020

Make checks payable to “The Friends.”

Cost of Brunch for members and guests: $17.00 each.

Number of Reservations: ___________Total Amount Enclosed:____________________

Name of Member: _________________________Telephone Number:_______________

Names of Guests:_________________________________________________________

Residents of Patriot’s Landing do not need to make payment for the meeting,    

but are requested to make reservations for seating.

Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum

General Membership Meeting

4 June 2017

Place:   Patriots Landing, Olympic Dining Room

Time: 1130-1215 Social Hour

1215-1330 Brunch

1330-1415 Program

Our guest speaker for our next General 

Membership meeting will be Robert 

Cromwell, Ph.D. Chief Ranger at Fort 

Vancouver National Historic Site. His 

topic will be the role of the Army’s 

“Spruce Production Division”

in World War I.

Please join us for this interesting and 

enlightening program.   

Please note that we have had to increase the cost of the Brunch one dollar 

to cover an increase in cost from Patriot’s Landing.



The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum

Board of Directors

COL (Ret) Ian Larson……………...………….….…….President

LTC (Ret) Thomas Morgan…………...……….…Vice President

Joseph Koczur, Jr…………………...…...……………...Secretary

LTC (Ret) Donald Simpson…………………...............Treasurer

COL (Ret) Patrick Powers……………………………….Member

SGM (Ret) Harry Schreiber..…………………...….……Member

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop……………………………….…..Member

COL Marisa Peloquin, USAR……………………………Member

The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The

Friends of Fort Lewis Museum. Articles may be submitted to the Editor or

left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum. The Friends assume no

responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials submitted for

publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the Editor for

permission to reproduce any portion.

Editor…….…………………………...…….Alan Archambault

Assistant Editors………………………….LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop

Heidi Pierson

Visit the Friends web site for more 

information and purchases from the Cannon 

Shop.

http://www.fortlewismuseum.com

Friends of the Fort Lewis 

Military Museum

PO Box 331001

JBLM, WA  98433-1001

A Tacoma Times cartoon celebrating 

America’s entry into the Great War to save 

“Humanity”


