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Memorial Day was originally

known as Decoration Day and

originated to honor the Union

soldiers and sailors who fell

during the Civil War. Over the

years, the day has grown to

honor all the fallen of America’s

military conflicts, from the

Revolutionary War to the present

Global War on Terrorism.

In addition, American families

often commemorate the holiday

by remembering family members

and friends who have passed on,

as well as fallen military

personnel.

This issue of the Banner features an

article on the cemeteries which are

located on “Lewis Main.” This is the

area of present day Joint Base Lewis-

McChord, previously known as Fort

Lewis.

The article by Lewis Army Museum

Historian, Synthia Santos, discusses

both the military cemeteries as well as

the “Pioneer Cemeteries” that predate

the establishment of Camp Lewis in

1917.

In many ways, these areas of the

installation are hallowed ground where

military personnel and area pioneers

lie in eternal peace.



President’s Report

Operating in the background and often

unrecognized, volunteers are essential to the

operation of many organizations on JBLM. In

2015, the number of volunteer hours on JBLM, if

performed by paid workers, would have cost $3.66

million. Volunteers make a difference!

The Museum is no exception to having a need to

rely on volunteers. With only 4 assigned staff

members and 4 Soldiers who augment them, help

is needed to execute the range of Museum tasks.

There are 17 volunteers who are part of the

Museum family. These dedicated men and women

give selflessly of their time and talent, working on

various projects assigned by the Museum staff, as

well as serving on The Friends’ Board of Directors

and operating The Cannon Shop.,

At the annual JBLM Volunteer Recognition

Luncheon held at the McChord Field Club in late

April, one of the Museum’s volunteers was

recognized. SGM (Retired) Harry Schreiber was

honored as a Volunteer of Merit and

congratulated personally by the I Corps

Commander and other JBLM dignitaries. As his

citation shows, Harry is truly exceptional.

Congratulations and thank you, Harry! Thank

you also to each and every volunteer for what you

do for the Museum and The Friends.

At our brunch meeting, Alan Archambault will

present a slide presentation on his new book “Fort

Lewis - Cold War to the War on Terror.”

Covering the period 1956 to 2010, the

presentation highlights a time when many of us

served on then Fort Lewis. Please join us!

Ian Larson

Citation for SGM Harry Schreiber (Retired)

Sergeant Major Harry Schreiber (Retired) is the

embodiment of a dedicated soldier who continues

to serve his Army, his country and his community

long after he officially takes off his uniform.

Harry is an American soldier for life.

Harry was born in Berlin, Germany, and he

attended boarding school in Scotland throughout

the Second World War. Following the war, Harry

moved to the United States in 1952 and began

active duty with the United States Army in 1953.

For the next thirty years, Harry would serve in

the Army of his adopted country, earning the

rank of sergeant major. During his distinguished

career, Harry served in the Military Intelligence

and Adjutant General branches. His service

included tours in Vietnam, Korea, and Germany,

as well as stateside postings.

Since 2008, Harry has been a loyal and

dedicated volunteer at the Lewis Army Museum.

Not only does he serve as a mentor and

outstanding example to today’s soldiers, but

Harry also represents the history of the U.S.

Army to tens of thousands of visitors to the

museum. His knowledge and experience of Army

heritage, coupled with his friendly and warm

personality, ensure that military and civilian

visitors feel welcome. Thus far, Harry has

donated more than a 1,000 exemplary volunteer

hours in support of the museum.

Harry is also a model citizen in the civilian

community. He has been married for 60 years,

has six children and 13 grandchildren. He

supports and volunteers his time to the Federal

Way Senior Center, the King County Retired

Veterans, and the Sergeant Majors Association.

In so many ways, Harry’s energy, good will and

patriotism enriches the military and civilian

communities.

SGM Harry Schreiber’s dedication, enthusiasm

and commitment has had an incredibly positive

impact on the quality of life for the Soldiers,

veterans, and families at Joint Base Lewis-

McChord and reflects great credit on himself, the

Volunteers Corps of Joint Base Lewis-McChord

and the United States Army.

Left: SGM Harry Schreiber (Retired) received a

Joint Base Lewis-McChord Award of Merit during

a ceremony on 28 April 2016.



The Five Legacy Pioneer Family 

Cemeteries:

There are five cemeteries that pre-date the

establishment of Camp Lewis that are still

located in the Lewis Main training areas. Most of

the individuals buried in these cemeteries were

pioneers that came from the Red River

Settlement in Manitoba, Canada, or their

descendants. The South Sound area had been

controlled by the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC),

which established their headquarters at Fort

Nisqually in 1833. The site of the fort is

presently located in the city of DuPont. The HBC

recruited trappers, laborers, traders, boatmen,

and blacksmiths from Great Britain, Scotland,

Canada and the Orkney Islands. Some men

brought wives with them, but most of the

frontiersmen married native women. This

practice was encouraged by the HBC since it

strengthened trading relations with the Native

Americans. Nearly all the recruits were illiterate

and spelled their family names in various ways.

The prairie was vast and bountiful, providing

abundant grass and wild hay for livestock. Fir

and cedar trees were used for fence posts and

buildings. The HBC started the settlers off with

wheat seed and potatoes, but little else. New

settlers were obliged to build their own dwellings

on a homestead site. The pioneers also had to

capture wild cows to start their own herds.

Due to lack of support from the HBC, many of

the pioneers left the area to go back to Canada or

the Willamette Valley in Oregon. Some of the

U.S. soldiers who were assigned to Fort

Steilacoom (1849-1868), remained in the area

after their discharge, married local women, and

settled on local farms.

By 1860, homestead cabins dotted the prairie

and many acres were cultivated with various

crops and orchards. One member of the Red

River party, Alexander Durston, is said to have

homesteaded on American Lake where Shoreline

Park is today on Lewis North.

The Cemeteries Located on “Lewis Main” 

By Synthia A. Santos

Lewis Army Museum Historian

As a result of the Oregon Treaty of 1846

between Britain and the United States, the

the boundary between Canada and the U.S.

was set at the 49th Parallel. The Nisqually

plain settlement area became U.S. territory

and many of the HBC employees decided to

stay and become Americans citizens. In 1853,

the Washington Territory was established and

in 1889, Washington became the forty-second

state in the Union.

As early as 1902, Tacoma businessmen had

tried to interest the U.S. War Department in

establishing a federal military post in the

American Lake-Nisqually Plain area. The

area boasted a mild climate, good drainage for

camps, and the hills, fields, and streams

required to simulate various battlefield

terrain.

The first in a series of large scale military

maneuvers was held at American Lake,

Washington in July 1904. The success of the

1904 maneuvers led to additional military

maneuvers in 1906, 1908, 1910, and 1912.

These maneuvers introduced military leaders

to the advantages of locating an U.S. Army

post in the area.

In 1916, a group of Tacoma businessmen

formed the Pierce County Military Base

Committee. The committee proposed that the

county donate 70,000 acres to the federal

government for an army post. Secretary of

War Newton D. Baker accepted the offer and

86 percent of the Pierce County voters

approved the purchase of the land on January

6, 1917, bonding themselves for 20 years for

$2,000,000.

Camp Lewis was the first military

installation in the history of our nation to be

created as the direct result of an outright gift

of land by citizens themselves. The first

recruits arrived at Camp Lewis in September

1917. By 31 December 1917, over 37,000

officers and men were training on the post to

prepare for deployment to France during

World War I.



By the time that Pierce County officially

deeded the land to the Army in 1919, what

remained of the pioneer homesteads and

cemeteries on the Nisqually prairie were part

of the Camp Lewis military reservation. Since

then, the Army has respectfully left the pioneer

cemeteries alone, allowing descendants and

service groups to maintain, clean and restore

them. For the continued protection of these

early cemeteries, their specific locations are not

mentioned in this article. Permission to visit

them must be obtained by the JBLM Range

Control office.

King Hill Cemetery

The largest of the pioneer cemeteries, an acre

in size, sits on a wooded knoll following a

winding road, in a very picturesque setting

where silence, solitude and peace abound, except

when the Army is on maneuvers in the area. In

the 1919 Camp Lewis Deed, it states that

Spence heirs have the right to keep up and

maintain and use the “Ancient Indian

Cemetery.” Known individuals and families

buried at the cemetery include: Bastian, Bird,

Brewer, Burston, Byrd, Cook, Davis, Furderer,

Greig (previously a soldier), Hopper, Kandle,

Lyons, McPherson, Rowland, Spence, and

Throessell.

Jeschke Cemetery

There is one known individual marker for 

Albert Jeschke in this cemetery.

Ross Family Cemetery

Nine identified Ross family members are 

buried in this cemetery.

Henry Smith Cemetery

Henry Smith and two relatives are 

buried here.

Camp Lewis soldiers in 1918 trained on the former 

homesteads of early pioneer families



Wren Family Cemetery

Charles D. Wren, his wife Elizabeth Ross Wren, 

and an infant are buried here.

Fort Lewis Cemetery

The Fort Lewis Cemetery has 1,194 graves and is

closed for any further interments. It is as old as

the installation itself, established along with

Camp Lewis in 1917. In addition to soldiers and

retirees, more than half of those interred in the

cemetery are military family members. Boy and

Girl Scouts, JBLM soldiers and other community

members clean and decorate the headstones with

flags for Memorial Day.

The first headstone to be placed in the cemetery

was not marked with a date. It is for Lee Whalen,

a Camp Lewis soldier. Newspapers reported that

he died in October 1917, after a brief illness. The

headstone has his name and that he belonged to

Company B, 347th Machine Gun Company.

Major General David L. Stone is one of the

most prominent officers buried in the post

cemetery. In May 1917, as a captain in the U.S.

Army Quartermaster Corps, Stone arrived at

American Lake to supervise the construction of

the new cantonment. Due in large measure to

Stone’s competence, the Camp was built in the

shortest time and for the least expense of any

Army camp during World War I. Stone returned

to the post as a major general in 1936 to

command the Third Division. When Stone

retired from the Army in 1940, he and his wife,

Anita Thorne, who was a prominent native of

the area, lived in her family home, Thornewood

Mansion, on American Lake. Following David’s

death in 1959, his widow donated the flagpole

in front of the museum in his memory. Mrs.

Stone passed away in 1994 at 99 years of age,

and was laid to rest next to her husband.

Others interred in the post cemetery include

World War II German prisoners of war. All the

men who died while being held in the

installation’s prisoner of war camp were buried

in the cemetery. Most were posthumously

repatriated back to Germany after the war, but

the two that are left were laid to rest in 1945.

Karl Simon died of tuberculosis at the age of 21,

and Kurt Messner, 37, hanged himself. German

flags are placed on their graves during

remembrance ceremonies.



Fort Lewis Pet Cemetery

The last cemetery to discuss is the Pet

Cemetery located on Engineer Bluff. The Pet

Cemetery was established in 1941 to hold the

remains of beloved pets of the post’s military

personnel. In the 1930’s and 40’s, Engineer Bluff

Road was the access arterial on Fort Lewis to

training areas for land navigation and defensive

fortifications.

The Pet Cemetery can be accessed by foot

through a small gate on Railroad Avenue. After a

short uphill hike on a paved road, the cemetery is

on the left. In recent years, there have been bear

sightings in this area, so be on the alert if you

venture into this area. Although the number of

pets buried in the cemetery is unknown, it has

estimated that there could 1,000 pets buried

there. In recent years the Pet Cemetery has not

been consistently maintained and is presently

overgrown with brush and trees. Some years ago,

a Boy Scout troop cleaned up the cemetery and

documented the graves by taking photos of them.

The oldest known pet grave is for “Scraps.” A

stone was erected for him by Colonel and Mrs.

Robert E.M. Goolrick in 1941. Goolrick arrived

that year to command Army Air Corps troops

assigned to IX Corps on Fort Lewis. In October

1941, the IX Corps headquarters assumed

command of Camp Murray, training National

Guard units for deployment.

Conclusion

The burial grounds located on Lewis Main,

whether they be for early settlers, military

personnel or even beloved pets, are a reminder of

the rich history of this region.

Quoting pioneer John Flett, “Out of respect

and admiration, may we preserve their deeds and

memories for future generations, something of the

same spirit which they possessed and lived.”
SGM Harry Schreiber and other Volunteers of Merit

at the JBLM Volunteer Luncheon on 28 April 2016

Director’s Report

Happy Spring everyone! As you may have

heard, there is a great deal going on with the

Museum and I wanted to catch you all up as

best I can.

Volunteers and Interns: In the past month we

have added SIX new volunteers to the Lewis

Army Museum family. These new volunteers

have already been busy helping us get our

sizeable paper/photo archives and library

organized. The ultimate goal is to organize,

digitize, and make publically available all of our

extraordinary archival material.

Our staff has also been meeting with

representatives from Pacific Lutheran

University, the University of Puget Sound,

University of Washington-Tacoma, and St.

Martin’s regarding establishing a formal

academic internship program at the museum.

Pedestrian Access Gate: The project is

complete. We’re now just working out the

procedural details for manning and operating

the gate. Stay tuned!

Exhibit Upgrade: The staff and I recently

visited the workshop of Formations, Inc. in

Portland and were happily amazed at the

quality of their work. We don’t have a hard

timeline yet as to when work inside the museum

will begin (and end!) but we’ll put the word out

as soon as we hear.

Carry on, Erik



Our June program will feature an illustrated presentation

on the new book entitled, “Fort Lewis - Cold War to the War

on Terror.” This book utilizes color photographs from the

museum’s collections to chronicle the story of Fort Lewis

from 1956, when the 4th Infantry division arrived on post,

until 2010, when the installation became Joint Base Lewis-

McChord. Many of our Museum Friends served on post

during this important time in our history and will certainly

recognize some of the scenes and personalities depicted in

this book. The book is for sale through the Cannon Shop with

all profits and royalties going to the Friends to assist the

museum to preserve our military heritage.

Museum director Erik Flint will also provide us with an

update on the current status of the museum’s planned

upgrade of the exhibit galleries, as well as other museum

activities.

General Membership Meeting 

5 June 2016 

Place: Patriots Landing, Olympic Dining Room 

Time: 1130-1200 Social Hour 

1200-1330 Brunch 

1330-1415 Program 

Please return your reservation form and check by Thursday, 2 June 2016. 

Last minute reservations may be made by calling Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 

Return this form to LTC (Ret) Donald A Simpson, 4224 Arbordale Avenue, University 

Place, WA 98466.   Make checks payable to “The Friends.” 

Cost of Brunch for members and guests: $16.00 each. 

Number of Reservations: ___________

Total Amount Enclosed:____________________ 

Name of Member: _________________________

Telephone Number:_______________ 

Names of Guests:________________________________________________________

Residents of Patriot’s Landing do not need to make payment for the meeting, 

but are requested to make reservations for seating. 



The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum

Board of Directors

COL (Ret) Ian Larson……………...………….….…….President

LTC (Ret) Thomas Morgan…………...……….…Vice President

Joseph Koczur, Jr…………………...…...……………...Secretary

LTC (Ret) Donald Simpson…………………...............Treasurer

COL (Ret) Patrick Powers……………………………….Member

SGM (Ret) Harry Schreiber..…………………...….……Member

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop……………………………….…..Member

COL Marisa Peloquin, USAR………………………… Member

The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The

Friends of Fort Lewis Museum. Articles may be submitted to the Editor or

left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum. The Friends assume no

responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials submitted for

publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the Editor for

permission to reproduce any portion.

Editor…….…………………………...…….Alan Archambault

Assistant Editors………………………….LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop

Heidi Pierson

Visit the Friends web site for more 

information and purchases from the Cannon 

Shop.

http://www.fortlewismuseum.com

Friends of the Fort Lewis 

Military Museum

PO Box 331001

JBLM, WA  98433-1001

A soldier of the 4th Infantry Division

in Vietnam. The division trained at 

Fort Lewis prior to deployment 

A Stryker Brigade statue

at the Lewis Memorial Park  


