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The new year of 2016 promises to be

an exciting one for the Lewis Army

Museum. As discussed in previous

newsletters, the United States Army

Center of Military History has approved

and funded a plan to redesign the

exhibit galleries and install new,

professionally produced, exhibits. The

exhibits are designed to incorporate

audio-visual and interactive displays

that will engage and educate both our

military personnel as well as the public.

The museum staff has worked closely

with the Center of Military History, the

design firm, and the exhibit fabricators

to ensure that the new exhibits will be

historically accurate and showcase the

museum’s collection of historical

artifacts in the best manner possible.

This issue of the Banner features

articles from the Museum Director, Erik

Flint, and the Curator of Collections,

Heidi Pierson. These articles highlight

the exciting plans for the museum in

the new year and beyond.

As always, the Friends of the Museum

are a vital part of the museum team and

continue to support the mission of

“keeping history alive” for future

generations of soldiers, their families,

veterans and the American public.
This sketch of a new exhibit depicts a noncommissioned 

officer greeting new arrivals at Camp Lewis in 1917.  

Trainees at Camp Lewis came primarily from the western 

states and included cowboys from a still Wild West as 

well as city slickers from urban cities on the coast.



The Friends provide financial support to the

Museum when that support is not available

through appropriated funds. This support comes

primarily from funds generated by sales at The

Cannon Shop, the gift store in the Museum.

Since The Cannon Shop is operated by

volunteers, all of the funds go to Museum

support. In 2015, Cannon Shop sales exceeded

$37,000, an excellent year.

As we begin the new year, I thank all the

volunteers who support the Museum and The

Cannon Shop. Thank you to the Museum staff,

and to the Soldiers who augment the staff. As a

volunteer myself, it is a pleasure to be part of a

group of civilian staff, Soldiers and volunteers who

work together in accomplishing the Museum’s

mission. Finally, thank you to each member of The

Friends for your loyal and continued support, and

your shared belief that the Museum is worthy of

your support.

Please join us at our upcoming Brunch at

Patriot’s Landing in DuPont on 31 January 2016.

Our guest speaker will be Jerry V. Ramsey, PhD.

Dr. Ramsey will discuss his book, “Stealing Puget

Sound.” His book explores the early history of our

region and how it became part of the United

States.

Ian larson

Sketch of an exhibit depicting  

a barracks scene at Fort 

Steilacoom, 1849 .  The  fort 

was the first US Army  post in 

the Puget Sound region.   

President’s Report

2015 was another year of excellence for the

Museum, The Friends and for The Cannon Shop.

The Museum continued to be an asset of which

JBLM can be proud, both in the excellence of the

galleries and in the friendly, professional greeting

and assistance that the 15,000 visitors received.

Without exception, the comment cards received

from visitors were overwhelmingly positive in

stating how impressed they were with the

Museum. The position of curator on the Museum

staff which had gone vacant since 2010 was filled

with the arrival of Heidi Pearson. The past year

also saw the position of Director undergo a

change with the retirement of Myles Grant and

the arrival of Erik Flint. The Museum did not lose

a step during the transition and is well positioned

for executing the plans for the year ahead.

Museum Director Erik Flint provides greater

detail on future plans for the Museum in his

article in this issue. Among these plans are

completion of the pedestrian gate to allow more

convenient access to the Museum for visitors,

upgrade of the galleries in coordination with the

Center of Military History, involvement in

planning for the centennial of Camp Lewis in

2017, and implementation of the Museum’s

primary focus on outreach and education.



Museum

Museum Access Upgrade Update
By Erik Flint, Lewis Army Museum Director

We are proud and excited to announce

that the long-awaited access upgrade

project is finally underway. No longer

will visitors to the Museum have to wait

in line at the front gate for a pass!

Originally the brain child of our own

Alan Archambault, and shepherded

through the Army bureaucracy by Myles

Grant, this access project is unique

within the Army museum system. Most

Army museums are located well within

the confines of their respective

installations. We, however, are fortunate

enough to be located along the post’s

perimeter, right off I-5 and adjacent to a

highway off-ramp.

The new fenced parking lot will be,

from a physical security standpoint, “off-

base” with access to the museum

restricted to pedestrians.

Visitors to the Museum will pass through a

controlled gate and cross the street via a crosswalk. A

new pathway will pass through the edge of the vehicle

park and lead to our front door!



Exhibit Upgrade Update
By Erik Flint, Lewis Army Museum Director

Meet our Fabricators!

Formations, Inc. of Portland, Oregon has been awarded

the contract to fabricate and install our new exhibits. The

company has a strong background in military museum

work having built exhibits for the National Infantry

Museum in Columbus, Georgia and the Army Heritage

and Education Center in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. The

museum and Formations staffs are enjoying a close and

productive relationship as we work together to build a

world class museum for the U.S. Army and the people of

the Pacific Northwest.

The exhibit upgrade continues to

move forward. The design phase is

complete and the fabrication contract

has been awarded. However, before the

first sledgehammer swings, we are

busy fleshing out final details on the

project.

Due to funding issues the precise

start and end dates are still in flux.

Money has been committed by the

Army. It’s now a matter of when we

can get it.

In consultation with the Army

Center of Military History, the

fabricators, and JBLM’s Department of

Public Works, we are examining

several courses of action to get the

project to the next phase.

Pictured here are concept drawings

produced by Alan Archambault for the full

scale dioramas that will anchor each of the

new Hall of Valor battle galleries. The

galleries will depict ten different battles

that Fort Lewis and Washington State

units have participated in beginning with

the Battle of Manila in 1899 and running

through the Global War on Terror.

Professional military education will be a

key component to the new exhibits as each

will examine the Principles of War, the

Principles of Sustainment, and terrain

analysis as they relate to each battle.



Collections Update
By Heidi Pierson, Curator of Collections

Lewis Army Museum

The collections owned by the US government

are held in the public trust, and in essence are

the property of the citizens of the United States.

As keepers of the public trust, the Lewis Army

Museum staff must be accountable for the proper

maintenance, storage and interpretation of the

artifacts in our care. As we move towards a

smaller, more focused collection, we will be able to

spend more time on outreach, education and

programming. A small collection with dynamic

exhibits and interpretation is far more useful

than a warehouse full of undocumented treasures.

I understand that the idea of “rightsizing” or

down-sizing” the Lewis Army Museum collection

may sound alarming to many. It conjures up

images of a half-empty museum with almost no

artifacts, dominated by empty space – this is not

the approach we are taking to the collection here.

Our goal is to remove items that are not relevant

to the story of Camp Lewis, Fort Lewis, or the

units which have served here. Items which we do

not plan to use in the near future and/or items

that need to “rest” before being put back on

display will be moved to a storage facility at

Anniston, Alabama.

Anniston’s Museum Support Center will house

artifacts from throughout the US Army museum

system. Curators will ensure the artifacts are

inventoried and protected. Warehouse personnel

will ensure that artifacts needed for exhibit will

be shipped in a timely manner to the museums

that need them.

having fewer artifacts to manage here at the

museum will allow us time for strategic

planning, new exhibits, talks, articles and more.

Not only will we have more time as museum

staff, but the cost of collections management will

be minimized and collections overall will be safer

and less subject to risk.

The Lewis Army Museum has a rich collection dating back 

to the troops who served in the early Washington Territory

The museum has many artifacts that are duplicates or have no 

direct connection to our storyline. Excess items will be evaluated 

and may be sent to storage in Anniston.

Artifacts with a direct provenance to Camp or Fort Lewis 

form the core of our collection. This exhibit features the 

uniform and equipage of Private Oswald Swanes, from 

Tacoma, who served in the 91st Division in World War I   



Small Arms Physical Security
By Heidi Pierson, Curator of Collections

Lewis Army Museum 

Inventories help us maintain physical control

of artifacts. These mandates come from both the

Center of Military History (CMH) and the US

Army. In fact, the Army has more stringent

regulations for us to follow than CMH.

Interested in Donating to the 

Museum Collection?

The Lewis Army Museum accepts donations

of photographs, ephemera and other paper

items of historic significance provided they are

relevant to Camp Lewis, Fort Lewis or the

units which have served here. The Museum

evaluates donations of three dimensional

artifacts, provided they have relevance to Camp

Lewis, Fort Lewis or the units that have served

here. All three dimensional artifacts must be

vetted with the US Army Center of Military

History for their provenance before they can be

considered for addition into the museum’s

collection. The museum does not collect any

explosive devices, if you find old ordnance,

please contact your local law enforcement for

proper disposal. The museum currently has an

excess of artifacts and is not actively collecting.

If you have a donation question or wish to make

a donation, please coordinate an appointment

with the museum staff for further guidance.

These salt and pepper shakers are made from 

37mm shells and engraved “Camp Lewis.”  They 

are a recently acquired addition to the collection 

and have a concrete connection to the

Camp Lewis story

We are currently required to do a serial number

inventory of small arms once a month per Joint

Base Lewis-McChord regulations. While the

mandate is time consuming, it also provides an

opportunity for new soldier docents to become

familiar with the firearms in our collection.



Our guest speaker is Dr. Jerry V. Ramsey, author of Stealing

Puget Sound 1832–1869. Dr. Ramsey will discuss the political

tension between the first British settlers and the Americans who

later arrived and challenged the British control of the Puget Sound

area.

Dr. Ramsey employs primary source letters and journals, plus

some secondary materials to document and reference historical

accuracy. The book remains comfortably readable but challenges

“politically correct” history.

Jerry V. Ramsey PH.D. earned his BA at the University of Puget

Sound, a Master’s Degree at the University of Washington, Seattle,

and a Doctorate at Columbia Pacific University in San Rafael,

California. He taught at all levels, Pre-School to Grad School, in

public schools, universities, and learning centers for over 30 years.

General Membership Meeting 

31 January 2016 

Place: Patriots Landing, Olympic Dining Room 

Time: 1130-1215 Social Hour 

1215-1330 Brunch 

1330-1415 Program 

Please return your reservation form and check by Thursday, 28 January 2016. 

Last minute reservations may be made by calling Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 

Return this form to LTC (Ret) Donald A Simpson, 4224 Arbordale Avenue, University 

Place, WA 98466  . Make checks payable to “The Friends.” 

Cost of Brunch for members and guests: $16.00 each. 

Number of Reservations: ___________

Total Amount Enclosed:____________________ 

Name of Member: _________________________

Telephone Number:_______________ 

Names of Guests:________________________________________________________

Residents of Patriot’s Landing do not need to make payment for the meeting, 

but are requested to make reservations for seating. 



The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum

Board of Directors

COL (Ret) Ian Larson……………...………….….…….President

LTC (Ret) Thomas Morgan…………...……….…Vice President

Joseph Koczur, Jr…………………...…...……………...Secretary

LTC (Ret) Donald Simpson…………………...............Treasurer

SGM (Ret) Harry Schreiber..…………………...….……Member

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop……………………………….…..Member

LTC ( USAR, Ret)…………………………………………Member

CPT Kristy R. Moore, USA………………………………Member

COL Marisa Peloquin, USAR……………………………Member

The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The

Friends of Fort Lewis Museum. Articles may be submitted to the Editor or

left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum. The Friends assume no

responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials submitted for

publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the Editor for

permission to reproduce any portion.

Editor…….…………………………...…….Alan Archambault

Assistant Editors………………………….LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop

Heidi Pierson

ANNUAL DUES
Individual……………………...$10

Family………………………….$15

Sustaining……………………...$25

Benefactor……………………...$50

Life……………………………...$100

Visit the Friends web site for more 

information and purchases from the Cannon 

Shop.

http://www.fortlewismuseum.com

Friends of the Fort Lewis 

Military Museum

PO Box 331001

JBLM, WA  98433-1001

The Cannon Shop has the new book  on Fort 

Lewis at a special price for Museum Friends

Sherman, the  museum mascot,  poses 

on his namesake tank. Plans are being 

made to update the museum’s vehicle park.


