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Fort Lewis and the End of World War II 
The end of the Second World War was noted with

both joy and concern on Fort Lewis. The following

editorial thoughts are selected from the post

newspaper, The Flame, dated 15 August 1945.

It is for Us the Living….

You didn’t cheer yourself hoarse or hold any wild

celebrations when you got the news that Japan was

surrendering. You felt, instead, a kind of relief that

washed away some of the tiredness.

Downstairs in the latrine you said to the guy next

to you” “Geez, I’ll be glad when I can chuck this

uniform and get back living the way I used to live.”

We’d been thinking the same kind of things

ourselves. We were still thinking them up to a few

hours ago when we starting putting this edition of

The Flame together and found ourselves wondering

what kind of front page we ought to make up to tell

the story of the war’s end.
Seated at a typewriter and turning thoughts

over it struck us that the really big news was not

the surrender of Japan or nor the end of the

bloodiest war in history. Something bigger,

something more important, more far reaching

had happened-something that would have its

affect on us for the rest of our lives. A new era

had been born.

Whether we like it or not-and whether we’re

willing to admit it or not-the world we used to

live in is gone. It went up in smoke and flames

and death the Sunday morning the first

Japanese plane roared over Pearl Harbor.

And maybe it was a good thing. Looking back

we have the impression it wasn’t a world that

was built on anything solid or substantial.

Somehow, it was a world that was like a guy on a

three-day drunk-living in a pleasant haze, falling

flat on it’s funny face and awakening to find the

house on fire. But the new era is going to be built

on something sound and substantial.

But living in this era is going to be rugged. It’s going to

be just as rugged as fighting and mobilizing for war. It’s

going to be rugged because this new era is going to be

packed with problems and responsibilities and

challenges. Upon whether or not we meet these

responsibilities and accept the challenges will depend

the fate of million of peoples… including you and you.

It isn’t going to be easy to stop fighting a grim, bloody

war and face these challenges and responsibilities.

They’re going to come at a time when you’re tired-sick

and tired of war and hard work and long hours of

boredom and blood. They’ll come at a time when you

won’t want to roll up your sleeves and go to work again.

They’ll come at a time when you want to think only of

the guy you meet in the mirror every morning-the guy

you feel deserves to be left alone to have fun. But we are

sure-and we say this with certainty because we have

lived and worked with you these nearly four years of

war-that you will accept the responsibilities and meet

the challenges of the new era and the new world.

We believe you have the faith, the courage, the

honesty, the decency and the strength to accept the

challenge to build not only a better world, but a better

and higher civilization.

Editorial art by SGT W. D. Smith



President’s Report Director’s Report

Hello everyone. My name is Erik Flint and I am

proud to be the new Director of the Lewis Army

Museum. I’ve been a museum volunteer since 2010

and have been a board member of the Friends since

2013. Additionally I’ve spent about thirty years in

one military uniform or another. I began my career

as an enlisted United States Marine then as a

Washington Army National Guardsman. After time

as an active duty infantry officer here at Fort Lewis

back in the 1990’s I transferred to the Army Reserve

where I currently serve as Command and General

Staff Officer Course instructor.

I officially joined the museum team here at the

end of July and have well and truly hit the ground

running. Over the next twelve months the museum

will be undergoing a number of exciting renovations

and upgrades.

First up is improved access to the museum. This

project will allow the public to visit without having to

register at the front gate. Guests will simply be able

to park “off-base” in a specially-constructed parking

lot on the site of the old post bus station and walk

across the street to the museum. Funding from the

Center of Military History has been approved and

construction should begin around the first of

November.

Next is the main floor re-design and exhibit

upgrade. The Center of Military History has

approved $2.7 million (yes, that’s “million”) for the

project which will see not only the creation of brand

new, top-of-the-line museum exhibits on the main

floor but also the relocation and upgrade of a brand

new Cannon Shop. We’ve just completed the design

with the exhibit design firm Riggs-Ward and those

specifications will go out for fabrication bid over the

next few weeks.

Needless to say the staff and I are excited and

more than a little busy! Please watch the Banner and

our Facebook page for updates as our museum moves

ever forward into a very exciting future.

Carry on,

Erik

It is a great pleasure to state that the selection of

a new Museum Director is complete. Our new

Director is Mr. Erik W. Flint. Erik is no stranger to

the Museum nor to the Friends. As a Museum

volunteer, he has assisted with various Museum

projects, and is also a member of the Board of

Directors of the Friends. Erik and the Museum are

a great fit. Erik, congratulations and welcome

aboard! The Friends look forward to a close

working relationship with you.

A long time member of the Friends and great

supporter of the Museum passed away recently.

Each year, without fail, the Friends would receive a

$500 check from C. Joseph (Joe) Arbogast, who

lived in Liberty, Ohio. Joe was on active duty at

Fort Lewis during the Vietnam War. We were

recently notified by an attorney for Joe’s estate that

the Friends would be receiving $30,000 from the

estate. In one of my thank you notes to Joe after

The Friends received his yearly donation, I

mentioned that we hoped he could at a future date

visit the Museum, and that we thought he would be

very pleased with what he would see. Sadly, that

was not to be. The Friends are indeed blessed to

have members like Joe who back up their strong

belief in the Museum and its mission by their

financial support.

It will soon be much more convenient for visitors

to come to the Museum by avoiding the often

lengthy process of obtaining a visitors pass at the

main gate. Funds have been provided by the Center

of Military History for the construction of a

pedestrian only gate that is within close walking

distance to the Museum. Visitors would park

outside the fence line along the DuPont-Steilacoom

Road and would enter through the gate to access

the Museum. This project is one that has long been

advocated by The Friends. Work is scheduled to

begin in late Fall of 2015 and should be completed

in the Spring of 2016.

Those of you who have served in I Corps are

probably familiar with the “Jin Bowl.” For those of

us who are not, this Banner’s featured article by

Synthia Santos, Museum Historian, provides an

interesting look into the origins of the bowl, its

ladle and cups. The bowl has been used during I

Corps official ceremonial events and celebration

functions since 1 January 1969.

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us

for our next brunch meeting on 4 October at

Patriot’s Landing. Erik Flint, new Museum

Director, will be our guest speaker. He will discuss

the future outlook for the Museum in the light of

what is occurring in the larger Army. It will be an

opportunity for the Friends to welcome Erik Flint

in his new role as Museum Director.

Ian Larson



By Synthia Santos, Lewis Army Museum Historian

Symbolizing the battle honors, traditions and history

of I Corps is the massive, solid brass “Him” Bowl, on

display at I Corps Headquarters. The punch bowl was

designed in Korea in 1968 by Lieutenant Colonel

Myles S. Weston, III, a military historian, expert in

heraldry, member of the Company of Military

Historians and the Royal Heraldic Society of Great

Britain. The bowl was financed by voluntary

contributions totaling $300 from the officers of I Corps

in 1968.

The Korean “Him” is the word for power, hence a

fitting title for the “Power Bowl,” a symbol of I Corps

strength and determination, and long association with

the Republic of Korea. The basis for the design was a

classical 14th Century Korean bowl of the Yi Dynasty.

At the time, the two foot high, two foot in diameter

bowl was designed with a very high gloss finish then

was soaked in wine until it turned its dull green color.

The top of the bowl and its stand are encircled by a

wide band called the “Greek Key Design,” which was a

favorite decorative device in ancient Korea and can be

seen in many of Korea’s temples, palaces and formal

gates.

The five ‘bosses’ around the exterior of the bowl

bear symbolic designs attesting to the geographical

areas in which I Corps gained its battle honors, from

France to Korea. To represent the old kingdom of

France and its Napoleonic empire years, a boss

depicts the French fleur-de-lis, crowned eagles and a

rooster recalling I Corps’ World War I role. For duty

during World War II in Australia and New Zealand,

a boss includes two ostriches from their national

coat-of-arms and a design of stars from their flags. A

half-lion, half-fish creature holding a sword in one

hand and sun in the other is symbolic of the

Philippines and New Guinea World War II

campaigns. The white and red rays of the sun with a

superimposed chrysanthemum from the Old

Imperial Battle Flag represents the Occupation of

Japan after World War II. There is also the familiar

traditional Korean blue and red circular Um-Yang

symbol and mythical Phoenix birds superimposed

for the Korean War and Occupation. The birds are

symbolic of Korea’s ancient kings and the executive

power of state. Minor ‘bosses’ contain the I Corps

insignia and the Hangul symbol for power.

The I Corps Him Bowl ensemble, Seoul, Korea, 

1969

Above, Designer Colonel Myles S. Weston III, left, 

Korean craftsman, middle, and I Corps 

Commander  Lieutenant General William P. 

Yarborough, right, looking over the Him Bowl 

Bosses Molds in 1969.

Below, the Korean craftsman casting the Bosses.



Upon completion of the bowl, work began on the ladle

and cups. Lieutenant Colonel Weston chose the raven

for the ladle because of its “intentionally heavy and

menacing appearance and the long tail is necessary for

the handle.” He was inspired by a fifth to sixth century

flat open-work gilded bronze plaque showing the

symbol of sun and a three legged, long tailed raven.

The design of the cups was inspired by an ancient 7th

century incense burner. The cups were originally

engraved with the names of general officer’s mess

numbers. Over time, some of these cups were replaced

when they were gifted or found missing.

The Him Bowl is used for official ceremonies and

celebration functions. It was first used on 1

January 1969, at the I Corps Commander’s New

Year’s reception, who was Lieutenant General

William P. Yarborough at the time. Various punch

recipes and ceremonial scripts representing historic

heroic symbolism have been adapted and utilized.

The Him Bowl belongs to each and every soldier of

I Corps – past and present.Designer Colonel Myles S. Weston III with 

the completed Him Bowl ensemble in 1969.

Raven 

Ladle

Original Korean Silla Era incense burner that 

inspired the cup design above.



The I Corps Him Bowl during the I Corps “Courage” 

Ball at the U.S. Federal Courts building in Tacoma, 

Washington, 25 March 2010.  The Ball was held to 

commemorate the Corps’ return from a year in Iraq, 

their first full staff deployment since the Korean War.

The Him Bowl, ladle and cups currently on display at I Corps Headquarters, 

Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Washington.



Requested by I Corps Headquarters and Proposed by Synthia Santos

February 2010

An honorary Stirrer is appointed, whose role will be to constantly stir the mixture with his 

saber as each ingredient is added.

The first pours in deep Red Wine or Red Punch to keep us mindful of the Bloodshed of our 

Brothers and Sisters.

The next Soldier pours in French Champagne for I Corps’ formation and battles in France 

during WWI: Ile de France, Champagne-Marne, Aisne-Marne, Lorraine, St. Mihiel, and 

Meuse-Argonne.

The next pours in Coconut Milk or Tuba Wine or San Miguel Beer for I Corps’ battles in the 

Pacific during WWII: Philippines, New Guinea, Luzon and Papua.

The next pours in Japanese Sake for I Corps’ occupation of Japan after WWII.

The next pours in Soju for I Corps’ battles and occupation in Korea.

The next pours in Russian Vodka for I Corps’ participation in the Cold War while occupying 

Korea and assigned to Fort Lewis.

The next pours in Canadian Mist Bourbon, to symbolize our Canadian Allies support to 

I Corps past, present and future.

The next pours in Blond Raw Sugar sprinkles, symbolizing the Sand of the Middle East and 

I Corps’ role in Desert Storm and the War on Terrorism. 

The next pours in Dark Rum to warn of the Coming of the Storm.

The next pours in Golden-colored Rum, our Hope of Victory.

The next adds Spring Water, connoting The Importance of Fresh Water.

The next casts in a small handful of Coffee and Parched Corn, Food for the Common Soldier.

The next contributes Molasses, the needed Axle Grease that keeps the Army wheels turning.

The next adds in a mixture of Water and Brown Sugar, symbolizing the Mud from the 

Battlefields.

The next drops in some Rose Petals, evidence of the deep and abiding Love for the Spouses.

The next puts in Black Sugar Sprinkles, symbolizing Gunpowder, to give it a kick.

After all of the ingredients have been added and stirred, the youngest adult member of the 

group (or CSM) is asked to come forward and taste the concoction to determine if it is suitable 

to drink.  Upon tasting, he grimaces, steps back from the cast iron kettle, and says…"This won't 

do. Something is missing."  

After a few moments' pause so that the group can consider what might be missing from the 

punch, the oldest member of the group volunteers says "I know what's missing."  He strides to 

the kettle with a wool sock in hand, one heavily dusted with powdered sugar - The Dust of the 

March.  Lightly slapping the sock a time or two above the kettle to scatter some of the sugar 

and to show everyone the dust of the march, he then can throw the sock into the kettle if 

desired.  

Now that the missing ingredient has been supplied, the Stirrer stirs the punch once more, 

and the Commander is asked to step up to the kettle and taste the mixture to determine its 

fitness as a drink.  Filling his cup halfway and drinking it down in one gulp, he then exhibits 

an air of sublime pleasure, and orders all to come partake of the Punch.

**Save a portion of the potion stored in a container inside the bowl with this recipe so at the 

next event, the first Soldier pours a container of the previous years' punch in to remind all 

assembled of their great Tradition.



Please return your reservation form and check by Thursday, 1 October 2015.       

Last  minute reservations may be made by calling Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598.

Return this form to LTC (Ret) Donald A Simpson, 4224 Arbordale Avenue

University Place, WA 98466.  Make checks payable to “The Friends.”

Cost of Brunch for members and guests: $16.00 each.

Number of Reservations: ___________Total Amount Enclosed:____________________

Name of Member: _________________________Telephone Number:_______________

Names of Guests:_________________________________________________________

Residents of Patriot’s Landing do not need to make payment for the meeting,    

but are requested to make reservations for seating.

Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum

General Membership Meeting

4 OCTOBER 2015

Place:   Patriots Landing, Olympic Dining Room

Time: 1130-1215 Social Hour

1215-1330 Brunch

1330-1415 Program

Our guest speaker for our next

General Membership Meeting will be

Erik W. Flint, the new Director of the

Lewis Army Museum. Erik has been on

our Board of Directors for several years

and is a Lieutenant Colonel in the

Army Reserves. He brings a wealth of

experience in the areas of both history

and the military. Erik plans to give us

an update on the exciting new plans for

the museum.

Please join us in welcoming Eric into

his new position and learning about

the museum.



The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum

Board of Directors
COL (Ret) Ian Larson……………...………….….…….President

LTC (Ret) Thomas Morgan…………...……….…Vice President

Joseph Koczur, Jr…………………...…...……………...Secretary

LTC (Ret) Donald Simpson…………………...............Treasurer

LCDR Caroline Flint, USN ….………………...….……Member

SGM (Ret) Harry Schreiber..…………………...….……Member

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop……………………………….…..Member

COL (USAR, Ret) Patrick Powers………………...…....Member

LTC Erik Flint, USAR……………………………………Member

CPT Kristy R. Moore, USA………………………………Member

The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The

Friends of Fort Lewis Museum. Articles may be submitted to the Editor or

left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum. The Friends assume no

responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials submitted for

publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the Editor for

permission to reproduce any portion.

Editor…….…………………………...…….Alan H. Archambault

Assistant Editors………………………….LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop

ANNUAL DUES
Individual………………………$10

Family…………………………..$15

Sustaining……………………...$25

Benefactor……………………...$50

Life……………………………...$100
Visit the Friends web site for more information 

and purchases from the Cannon Shop.

http://www.fortlewismuseum.com
Please Continue to be a Friend 

of the Lewis Army Museum

and Keep History Alive!

Friends of the Fort Lewis 

Military Museum

PO Box 331001

JBLM, WA  98433-1001

This illustration appeared in the Flame on

22 August 1945. The soldier-artist, Private 

Gill Walker, had a successful postwar career as a 

book illustrator.  

The 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment on parade at Fort 

Lewis in 1970. This photograph will be part of the new 

Arcadia book: Fort Lewis Cold War to War on Terror, due 

for publication in 2016..


