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   In the Spring of 1865, after four 

bitter years of war, the American Civil 

War came to an end. Although 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee 

surrendered his Army of Northern 

Virginia to General U.S. Grant on 9 

April 1865, Confederate units in other 

theaters of the war remained in the 

field until the end of May. In fact, the 

Battle of Palmito Ranch, Texas, on the 

Rio Grande, was fought on 12 May 

1865.  This battle was considered the 

last real engagement of the war. 

   The war had cost more American 

lives than any other in our history. 

Although the war was thought to have 

taken the lives of about 620,000 

soldiers, recent in-depth scholarship, 

based on the study of documents, 

reports and census figures, indicates 

that the loss of life was probably higher 

than traditional figures.  

   In spite of the pain and loss that the 

war caused, the United States emerged 

as a stronger, more unified nation, 

destined to be a world power. Following 

the war, many veterans sought new 

lives in the west. Washington saw the 

arrival of thousands of veterans in the 

years after the war and many veteran’s 

organizations, like the Grand Army of 

the Republic were important in area 

life and politics. Civil War veterans in 

Pierce County were very supportive of 

plans to build Camp Lewis in 1917. 

Civil War veterans helped build the 

nation and state that we cherish today.    
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President’s Report 

 
 

    

   The I Corps, installation headquarters and staff, 

Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobilization and 

Security (DPTMS), Museum staff and The Friends bid 

a formal farewell to Myles Grant at a retirement party 
in his honor on 27 April. Myles’ last day at the 

Museum as Director was on 30 April.  Myles, thank 

you for the superb working relationship you 
maintained with The Friends – one based on mutual 

trust and support, that allowed for ease in 

accomplishing needed tasks and projects requiring our 

mutual effort.  You steered the Museum through some 

turbulent times during your tenure as Director, most 

notably the three year major renovation of the 

Museum and subsequent reconstitution of the galleries 

following the renovation, a process taking another 

year.  

    Your steady leadership, focused on excellence, 

overcame issues large and small that seemed to be 

endless, and resulted in a Museum that is today better 

than ever, and a facility that JBLM can proudly claim 

to be one of its great assets.   We thank you for your 

contributions to the Museum, Fort Lewis/JBLM and 

the Army during over 29 years of federal service.  Well 

done! We wish you all the best as you begin a new 

chapter in your life. 

   As Myles leaves, the Museum continues its 

preparation for the upgrade of the galleries, slated to 

start during the fall of this year.  Design of the new 

galleries is in progress.  Staff member Heidi Pierson 

(curator of collections) and former Director Alan 

Archambault are working with the Center for Military 

History to help guide the design so as to accurately tell 

the story of the military in the Pacific Northwest.   

   Friend and Board member Don Simpson is the 

author of the feature article in this issue of The 

Banner, the second of a 2-part description of the Battle 

of the Bulge, the decisive battle in World War II that 

sealed the fate of Nazi Germany. It is an interesting 

look back at that historic moment during the war on 

Germany.  

   Our guest speaker for our upcoming Brunch on 31 

May at Patriot’s Landing is an Air Force officer.  

Colonel Anthony J. Davit is the Deputy Joint Base 

Commander (Deputy to Colonel H. Charles Hodges, 

U.S. Army).  He is also the Commander, 627th Air 

Base Group, and Joint Base Lewis-McChord. It will be 

interesting to hear from the perspective of a senior 

officer who represents the USAF side of this joint base.  

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us!  

 

                                                                     Ian Larson 

 

Memorial Day, originally known as Decoration was set after aside after the War Between the States as 

a way of honoring Union War dead. Since that time, the day has grown to encompass the 

remembrance of all Americans who have, in the words of President Abraham Lincoln, 

 “given their last full measure of devotion.”   



    

    

 

 

     

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

    

 

By Don Simpson 

   The defense of St. Vith, a town of 2,000 people, was 

critical.  It was a major road hub with six paved roads 

converging there.  The Germans had to take it to sustain 

their attack and could not afford to have an American 

force so close to their lines of communications. 

   The lead element of the 7th Armored Division, Combat 

Command B, commanded by BG Bruce C. Clarke,  

arrived at 1600 on 17 December and immediately 

occupied defensive positions east of town.  The remainder 

of the division arrived over the next day and with 

elements of the 106th Infantry Division and Combat 

Command B, 9th Armored Division, established the 

defense of St. Vith that held for six days. 

   On the Schnee Eifel, the two regiments of the 106th 

Infantry Division attempted to fight their way west but 

were unsuccessful and eventually surrendered to the 

Germans on the 19th.  Over 8,000 men were surrendered, 

the largest of Americans since Bataan in the Philippines 

in April, 1942. 

   On the evening of the 17th, the 82nd and the 101st 

Airborne Division, part of XVIII Airborne Corps, were 

alerted to move to Bastogne.  The First Army 

commander, LTG Hodges, changed the initial order to 

have one airborne division move to Werbomont, north of 

the penetration, to block KG Peiper.  The other would 

move to Bastogne.  Since the 82nd was leading in the 

order of march, they went to Werbomont and the 101st 

went to Bastogne. 

   LTG Matthew B. Ridgway, XVIII Airborne Corps 

Commander, was in England when the Corps was 

alerted.  He immediately mobilized his staff and flew to 

the continent.  He established his headquarters near 

Werbomont on the 18th.  He was given command of the 

30th Infantry Division, the 82nd Airborne Division, the 3rd 

Armored Division and the units defending St. Vith. 

   In the southern sector, the final resistance of the 110th 

Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division, broke down at 

Clervoux on the 18th.  This gave the forces of Fifth Panzer 

Army a clear shot at Bastogne.  CCB of the 10th Armored 

formed into four Tank-Infantry Teams and moved east of 

Bastogne to block the roads.  The defense of Bastogne had 

begun. 

 

This article is a continuation of Part 1 which was 

published in the Winter 2015 issue of the Banner.  
   In 1944, Bastogne had a population of 4,000.  It 

is located on a plateau of 1600 feet elevation.  Five 

major and three secondary roads converge on the 

town square.    

   The 101st began arriving at Bastogne in the 

evening of 18 December.  The acting commander 

was BG Anthony McAuliffe since the division 

commander, MG Maxwell Taylor, was in 

Washington, DC.   

   On the 19th, the 501st and 506th Parachute 

Infantry Regiments moved east of Bastogne to 

reinforce elements of the 10th Armored Division.  

The remainder of the division established positions 

to the north, south and west of the city; forming a 

perimeter. 

The town of Bastogne with 

American vehicles 



   On 19 December, General Eisenhower met with his 

key commanders at Verdun, France.  It was decided 

that General Patton’s Third Army would pivot and 

attack north towards Bastogne beginning on the 22nd.  

Subsequently, General Eisenhower also decided to 

attached all American units north of the salient to 

Field Marshal Montgomery’s 21st Army Group.  This 

included Ninth US Army, V Corps and XVIII 

Airborne Corps of First Army.  This decision to place 

American units under British command, specifically 

Field Marshal Montgomery, was controversial, but 

was done to facilitate communications.  

   The defense of Bastogne was heroic.  The 101st had 

more soldiers killed than any other division in the 

battle.  They were under constant attack and on 

numerous occasions close to being overrun.  The town 

was hit twice by bombers from the Luftwaffe.  

However, one humorous vignette came from the seize 

of Bastogne. 

   On 22 December, two German officers, a major and 

a captain, and two enlisted men approached the 

positions of F Company, 327th Glider Infantry 

Regiment.  They carried a demand from the German 

commander for the surrender of the Americans in 

Bastogne.  The demand was delivered to BG 

McAuliffe who after reading it uttered the word, 

“Nuts”.  When he then asked his staff what his reply 

should be, his operations officer, LTC Harry Kinnard, 

replied that “The remark you just made would be 

hard to beat”;  McAulifffe asked , “What did I say?”  

Kinnard responded, “ You said Nuts”.    McAuliffe 

then wrote his reply, “To the German Commander.  

Nuts!  Signed, the American Commander. 

   The message was delivered to the German officers by 

Colonel Joseph Harper, the Commander of the 327th.  

The German major asked what “Nuts” meant.  Harper 

replied, “The same as Go to Hell”.  The German 

responded, “This means War”!  Harper then said “On 

your way, Bud”.  The 101st fought on in Bastogne for 

another thirteen days. 

   At St. Vith, the defenders were under increased 

pressure from the Germans.  Patrols from the 82nd 

Airborne Division made contact with patrols from the 

7th Armored Division late on 20 December.  Forces 

inside the town slowly withdrew to the west side.  

Finally, on 22 December, the order was given to 

evacuate the forces behind the XVIII Airborne Corps 

defensive line. 

   Much concern was expressed over the trafficability of 

the roads.  The mud was bad. Tanks, tank destroyers 

and wheeled vehicles would have to be abandoned.  

However, the night before the withdrawal, a cold east 

wind, known as a “Russian High”, froze the ground.  

BG Clarke radioed the division commander, MG 

Hasbrouck, “The cold snap has frozen the road.  I think 

we can make it now.”  The withdrawal began in the 

early morning hours of the 23rd and was completed 24 

hours later.  Many of the units were at less than 50% 

strength. 

   General  Hasso Manteuffel, the commander of the 

Fifth Panzer Army, had expected to take St. Vith by 

the evening of the first day; he didn’t take it until the 

end of the sixth day and wasn’t able to access the roads 

to the west until the eight day.  The defense of St. Vith 
was key in defeating the Germans. 

American troops position an anti-tank gun  



    



    The “Russian High” also brought clear weather, 

allowing the allied air forces to fly for the first time.  

Fighter-bombers attacked German units throughout the 

battle area.  Long range bombers attacked bridges over 

the Rhine; railroads and logistics organizations.  The 

clear weather also allowed the dropping of supplies to 

the surrounded forces in Bastogne.  241 C-47 transports 

dropped 144 tons of supplies in 1,500 parachute 

bundles.  Three of the next four days were also clear and 

the air forces continued to punish the Germans and 

resupply the forces at Bastogne. 

   The German attack was now focused on seizing 

Bastogne and gaining access to the road network 

towards Liege and the Meuse River crossings.  The 82nd 

Airborne Division and the 3rd Armored Division fought 

critical engagements to the west near Manhay.  

Attached paratroopers from the 509th Parachute 

Infantry Battalion and the 517th Parachute Infantry 

Regiment bolstered the forces of 3rd Armored Division.  

Tank-Infantry Teams held critical road junctions.  

   The US VII Corps was ordered to organize a 

counterattacking force consisting of the 84th Infantry 

Division, the 2nd Armored Division, elements of the 3rd 

Armored Division and the 75th Infantry Division.  

However, the 84th Infantry Division was committed to 

the defensive battle near Marche, another critical road 

hub, to halt German advances there.  Finally, on 26 

December, the 2nd Armored Division counterattacked 

near Celles and stopped the Germans short of the 

Meuse River. This was the high water mark for Hitler’s 

offensive.  By this time most German units were low on 

gasoline and could no longer sustain the offensive.   

    On 26 December, the 37th Tank Battalion, 4th 

Armored Division, commanded by LTC Creighton 

Abrams, broke through to Bastogne; allowing ground 

resupply and evacuation of wounded.  However, heavy 

fighting around the Bastogne perimeter and the corridor 

established by the 4th Armored Division continued until 

4 January 1945. 

   By 4 January, the defensive battle was over and the 

Allies shifted to the offensive.  There was much debate 

as to whether to attack the neck of the “Bulge” and 

encircle the German forces or to slowly push them out.  

The conservative approach to push them out was 

adopted and it took nearly another month to restore the 

original line that was held the early morning of 16 

December.  By 28 January 1945, the battle was over. 

 

     Both sides were hurt badly.  It took the 

Americans six weeks before they were able to go 

back on the offensive.  However, the Americans 

could replace their battle losses, the Germans could 

not.  The defeat also had a devastating affect on the 

German soldiers’ morale and will to fight.  However, 

the big winner was probably the Russians.  German 

forces were pulled off the eastern front to fight the 

Ardennes battle.  Those forces could not be replaced; 

therefore, resistance was weak against the renewed 

Russian offensive that began in January 1945 and 

opened the road to Berlin.  

   The reasons for the German failure are many; 

however, the key reasons were the inhospitable 

terrain in the Ardennes that favored the defender; 

the ability of the allies to rapidly reinforce the battle 

area; the holding of key areas such as Elsenborn 

Ridge, St. Vith and Bastogne and finally the ability 

of small groups of GIs with a tank or tank destroyer, 

small arms and a few anti-tank weapons to hold-off 

and delay the attacking Germans.                                                                                             
Sources 

Cole, Hugh M.  The Ardennes:  Battle of the Bulge.  Washington, 
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of the Battle of the Bulge. New York:  Harper Collins  Inc, 1985. 

Parker, Danny S.  Battle of the Bulge: Hitler’s Ardennes 

Offensive, 1944-1945. Conshohocken, PA: Combined Books, 1991. 

  

   Losses were high on both sides.  American casualties 

were 80,987; 10,276 killed; 47,493 wounded, and 

23,218 missing. 90 percent of the casualties were 

infantrymen.  733 tanks and tank destroyers were lost.  

German losses were much the same with 81,834 total 

casualties; 12,652 killed, 38,600 wounded and 30,582 

missing.  600-800 tanks and assault guns were 
destroyed. 



 

Please return your reservation form and check by Thursday,  28 May 2015.        

             Last  minute reservations may be made by calling Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 
 

 

Return this form to LTC (Ret) Donald A Simpson, 6615 79th Street W 

Lakewood, WA  98499.  Make checks payable to “The Friends.” 

Cost of Brunch for members and guests: $16.00 each. 

 

 

Number of Reservations: ___________Total Amount Enclosed:____________________ 

 

Name of Member: _________________________Telephone Number:_______________ 

 

Names of Guests:_________________________________________________________ 

 

   Residents of Patriot’s Landing do not need to make payment for the meeting,     

           but are requested to make reservations for seating. 

Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum 

General Membership Meeting 

31 May 2015 

Place:   Patriots Landing, Olympic Dining Room 

Time: 1130-1215 Social Hour 

   1215-1330 Brunch 

     1330-1415 Program 

  

  
Our guest speaker for our May Membership 

Meeting will be Colonel Anthony J. Davit, 

United States Air Force. Colonel Davit is the 

Deputy Joint Base Commander , 627th Air Base 

Group and Joint Base Lewis-McChord. The 

fascinating title of Colonel Davit’s presentation 

will be “Celebrating 50 Years of Can Do, Will 

Do….A Brief History of Air Force RED HORSE 

and Prime BEEF.”  

Please join us in what promises to be a most 

interesting program!   



The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum 

Board of Directors 
COL (Ret) Ian Larson……………...………….….…….President 

LTC (Ret) Thomas Morgan…………...……….…Vice President 

Joseph Koczur, Jr…………………...…...……………...Secretary 

LTC (Ret) Donald Simpson…………………...............Treasurer 

LCDR Caroline Flint, USN ….………………...….……Member 

SGM (Ret) Harry Schreiber..…………………...….……Member 

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop……………………………….…..Member 

COL (USAR, Ret) Patrick Powers………………...…....Member 

LTC Erik Flint, USAR……………………………………Member 

CPT Kristy R. Moore, USA………………………………Member 

 

 

The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The 

Friends of Fort Lewis Museum.  Articles may be submitted to the Editor or 

left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum.  The Friends assume no 

responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials submitted for 

publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the Editor for 

permission to reproduce any portion. 

Editor…….…………………………...…….Alan H. Archambault 

Assistant Editors………………………….LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson 

    COL (Ret) Paul Knoop  
 

ANNUAL DUES 
  Individual……………………...$10 

  Family………………………….$15 

  Sustaining……………………...$25 

  Benefactor……………………...$50 

  Life……………………………...$100 
Visit the Friends web site for more information and 

purchases from the Cannon Shop. 

http://www.fortlewismuseum.com Please Continue to be a Friend 

of the Lewis Army Museum 

and Keep History Alive! 

Friends of the Fort Lewis  

Military Museum 

PO Box 331001 

JBLM, WA  98433-1001 


