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   Citizens living in Washington State, including those 

serving on Joint Base Lewis-McChord, should take pride in 

the fact that the state takes it’s name from a great, perhaps 

the greatest,  American soldier and president.   

   “The father of our country” was born on 11 February 1731. 

However, in 1752, the British colonies switched from the 

Julian to Gregorian calendars, and his birthday became 22 

February 1732 on the new calendar. He served as an officer 

with the Virginia forces in the French and Indian War, 

where he first distinguished himself under fire.  In June 

1775, the Continental Congress appointed him the 

Commanding General of  the Continental Army.  It is one of 

the miracles of history that Washington was able to lead  

his often ragged army though eight years of war to ultimate 

victory and win independence for the new nation. 

   Following the Revolutionary War, Washington was elected 

the new nation’s president and served two terms in office 

before retiring to his estate at Mount Vernon, Virginia. 

   Americans celebrated Washington’s birthday long before 

Congress made it an official Federal Holiday in January 

1879. In 1968, in order to create “uniform” holidays, 

Congress changed the observance to the third Monday in 

February. In recent years, many states have re-designated  

the holiday “President’s Day” to include honoring other 

presidents. However, Congress has never changed the name 

of the holiday . So it remains “Washington’s Birthday,” 

   Since Washington felt that he was first and foremost a 

soldier, it is fitting that one of the most honored military 

decorations is the Purple Heart Medal.  In 1783, General 

Washington presented three noncommissioned officers of 

his Continental Army with the “Badge of Military Merit.” 

Although it is well documented that Washington presented 

these three awards, it is believed that other soldiers 

received the award as well. The badge was in the shape of a 

heart and made of purple cloth. The soldiers were awarded 

the badge for gallantry as well as “extraordinary fidelity 

and essential service. “ In the late 1920s, efforts were made 

to “revive the Badge of Military Merit.”  

       

   In 1931, the Purple Heart Medal was revived, 

by Executive Order of the President, on the 200th 

Anniversary  of Washington’s birth. Initially, the 

Purple heart was awarded to soldiers who had 

been awarded the Meritorious Citation Certificate 

or the Army Wound Ribbon. This practice 

continued until the Legion of Merit was 

established  during World War II . In 1943, an 

Executive Order authorized the Purple Heart to 

be limited to personnel, in all services, for wounds 

received in action. 

    The Purple Heart has become one of our 

Nation’s most cherished awards and is worn with 

pride by many military personnel and veterans 

associated with Joint Base Lewis-McChord and 
throughout the nation.  

General Washington fires the first gun at the siege of Yorktown 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       

                                                             

 

      

 

     

 
   

 

    
President’s Report 

 
 

    

Director’s Report 
      

   I begin my comments with news that after five 

years as the Museum Director and over 29 years of 

combined military and civil service, Myles Grant has 

decided to retire. His retirement date is 30 April.   

Myles has been in the middle of and has guided the 

Museum through some challenging times, most 

notably the major renovation of the Museum which 

took almost three years, and the current project to 
upgrade the Museum’s exhibits under the direction of 

the Center for Military History.  He has been tireless 

in insuring that the Museum remains a facility that 

visitors will enjoy and appreciate for its excellence.  

Judging by the numerous positive, unsolicited visitor 

comments, he has more than succeeded.  Myles, we 

wish you all the best as you close your civil service 

career, and open a new chapter in your life. THANK 

YOU for all you have done for our country, the Army, 

and the Museum. 

   Whether or not you are a military historian, you 

will find the two articles in this issue of interest.   

The first article tells  of the establishment of George 
Washington’s birthday as a Federal holiday, and 

Washington’s  role in establishing the “Badge of 

Military Merit” which eventually evolved into the 

Purple Heart medal, a cherished award given for 

being wounded in action.  In the second article, Board 

member Don Simpson begins a 2-part description of 

the Battle of the Bulge, the decisive battle in World 

War II that sealed the fate of Nazi Germany.   

   2014 was an excellent year for The Friends and for 

The Cannon Shop.  While providing numerous 

volunteer hours in supporting the Museum staff, The 

Friends were also able to provide financial support 

for Museum needs when that support was not 

available through appropriated funding channels.  

During 1 January 2010 to 31 December 2014, The 

Friends provided over $43,000 in financial support.  

Of this amount, most was spent in the later part of 

the period because the Museum was closed for 

renovation in 2010 and 2011. 

   The noted author and historian Richard 

Blumenthal is our Guest Speaker for our brunch 
meeting on 22 February at Patriot’s Landing.  Mr. 

Blumenthal will speak on a topic we do not often hear 

about - the maritime history of Washington and the 

Pacific Northwest.  He has published fascinating 
books on the subject, the most recent being “The 

Early Exploration of Inland Washington Waters – 

Journals and Logs from Six Expeditions 1786-1792.”  
Mark your calendars and please join us! 

                                                                        Ian Larson 

   Operations at the museum continue to move along.  

2014 was a banner year for the museum in terms of 
visitors – the museum hosted approximately 24,000 

guests in 2014, an increase of 4,000 from the previous 

year. 

   In December 2014 we inaugurated the 7th Infantry 

Division Gallery with much fanfare.  The 7th Infantry 

Division Commander, MG Ferrell, and about 100 

guests were on hand for the inauguration which also 

included the induction of two 7th ID Soldiers into the 
“Order of the Bayonet.”  The Division Commander, 

assisted by a former Division Commander and Friend 

of the Fort Lewis Military Museum, LTG(R) Harrison 

cut the ribbon with an M5 bayonet at approximately 

1330 hrs on 12 December 2014 to officially open the 

gallery. 

   We are also in the home stretch with regard to 

finally getting the museum building sorted out with 

regard to items omitted or dropped from the scope of 

the museum renovation project.  The last two major 

projects are the replacement of the museum’s 

balconies and replacement of the museum’s track 

lighting system in the first floor galleries – both of 

which should be complete before the end of February.  

These two projects coupled with our installation of 

new work lights, front porch replacement, intrusion 

detection system installation, public address system, 

and close circuit TV cameras completes the loose ends 

left over from the museum buildings recent remodel. 

   I am also pleased to report that after a five year 

struggle we were finally given authority by CMH to 

hire against our vacant curator position with not one, 

but two new employees.  The new curator of 

collections will be Heidi Pierson, who currently works 

for the park service and has an extensive background 

in the curatorial arts.   

   Lastly, it is with bittersweet emotion that I report 

that I am moving in the direction of retiring from the 

position of museum director at the end of April of this 

year after 29 years of service. I am sad to be leaving 

the museum family and will miss the people on Fort 

Lewis/Joint Base Lewis McChord I have had the 

honor of serving with these last 12 years. I am 

leaving behind, however, a museum which is in good 

operational shape, has a complete staff, has a 

remodeled facility and a revamped gallery footprint 

which exceeds it pre-renovation size and, based upon 

customer written and verbal comments, is well liked 

by all who visit.  It is appropriate to turn the reins 

over to a new director who will see the museum 

through its next chapter which will be the re-remodel 
of the museum’s galleries starting sometime in 

October 2015.   

                                                                   Myles Grant 



    

    

 

 

     

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

    

 

By Don Simpson 

   We have just commemorated the seventieth 

anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge fought in 

December 1944 through January 1945.  It is the 

largest battle ever fought by United States forces.  

Before its end, 600,000 American soldiers were 

committed to the fight.  The defeat for the Germans 

sounded the death knell in their quest for world 

domination. 

   During a briefing on 16 September 1944, Adolf 

Hitler, the German Chancellor, directed that planning 

begin for an attack through the Ardennes Forest to 

commence in late November 1944.  The objective was 

to cross the Meuse River near Liege, Belgium, and 

seize the port of Antwerp to the northwest.  Success 

would cut off the US Ninth Army, portions of US First 

Army and all of the British 21st Army Group.  Hitler’s 

goal was to split the allied coalition and achieve a 

separate peace to end the fighting in the West; then 

turn east to face the Russian threat. 

   German military professionals were not enthusiastic.  

The heavily forested Ardennes was not hospitable 

terrain for an attacker.  The road network would not 

support rapid movement.  While many of the roads 

were paved, they were narrow and passed through 

small villages and towns.  Unless the ground was 

frozen, cross country movement by tanks and large 

wheeled vehicles was not possible.  A determined 

defense at road intersections and in towns would slow 

the attacker and disrupt his timetable.   

   Most rivers ran north and south draining either into 

the Moselle to the south-southeast or into the Meuse to 

the north-northwest.  Defending and destroying key 

bridges would slow or stop the attacker.   A successful 

German attack depended on speed in reaching and 

crossing the Meuse River.   

   On the German side of the Ardennes was a high, 

forested plateau, known as the Eifel, that ran from the 

Rhine River to the German-Belgium border.  A 

ridgeline known as the Schnee Eifel ran from 

northeast to southwest into Belgium just south of the 

town of Losheim.   

       Winter weather includes rain and snow with 

November and December being the wettest months.  

Overcast skies were to the German’s advantage 

because it prevented aerial reconnaissance flights 

during the preparation phase and flights by allied 

fighter-bombers during the operational phase.  Since 

the Allies had air superiority, clear weather early 

would have been devastating to the German attack 

echelons. 

 The attack was to take place on an eighty-five mile 

front along the German-Belgium and German- 

Luxemburg border running from Monshau on the 

north to Echternach on the south.  Units were 

pulled from the Eastern Front and shifted out of the 

line on the Western Front to create an attack force 

of three armies; a total of twenty-four divisions.  The 

heavily forested area of the Eifel made it easy to 

hide these units from aerial observation.   

   The main avenue of advance was a seven mile 

sector in the northern portion of the attack zone 

known as the Losheim Gap.  The Sixth SS Panzer 

Army with a total of 140,000 men and 642 tanks 

organized in four SS panzer divisions and five 

infantry divisions would conduct the main attack 

through this area.    Infantry was to gain a break-

through on the first day and then be followed by the 

panzer units.  The Meuse River was to be reached by 

the evening of the third day.   

   Fifth Panzer Army with 90,000 men and 396 tanks 

was to attack south of the Sixth SS Panzer Army 

with the mission of providing flank security.  

Consisting of three panzer, one panzer-grenadier 

and four infantry divisions, they would ultimately 

join the Sixth SS Panzer Army in the assault on 

Antwerp. Their major first day objective was the 

town of St. Vith located ten miles beyond the line of 
contact. 

   The third German army, Seventh Army, with 

60,000 and 50 assault guns, would attack to the 

south of the Fifth Panzer Army and secure the 

southern flank of the penetration against any allied 

counterattack from the south.  Seventh Army, the 

weakest of the three, consisted of one panzer-

grenadier and six infantry divisions. 

German Assault troops in the Ardennes 



The Americans were on the offensive.  First Army 

began an attack on 13 December to seize the Roer 

River dams to prevent the Germans from flooding the 

lowlands to the west of the Ruhr industrial area.  The 

axis of advance was north of the Ardennes.  South of 

the Ardennes, Third Army, under General George S. 

Patton, Jr., was preparing to attack toward the Saar 

industrial area.  Between these two attacking forces 

were units of First Army occupying a thinly held line 

in the Ardennes.  

   The American defensive line was manned from 

north to south by the 99th Infantry Division; the 106th 

Infantry Division with the 14th Cavalry Group 

attached; the 28th Infantry Division, the 9th Armored 

Division and the 4th Infantry Division.  Elements of 

the 9th Armored Division also constituted the VIII 

Corps reserve.  The 99th Infantry Division had 

arrived in theater in October 1944 and had been in 

the line since 9 November.  The 106th Infantry 

Division was brand new to the theater and had been 

in the line for only four days when the Germans 

attacked.  They had replaced the 2nd Infantry 

Division when the 2nd was pulled back to prepare for 

the offensive against the Roer River dams.  The 14th 

Cavalry Group was an experienced outfit having 

fought in Normandy and through France into 

Belgium.  Both the 28th and 4th Infantry Divisions 

had suffered heavy casualties during the fighting in 

the Hurtgen Forest to the north during October & 

November and were moved into the Ardennes sector 

to rest and refit.  The 9th Armored Division, like the 

106th, was new to the theater. The 99th Infantry 

Division was assigned to V Corps; the others were 

assigned to VIII Corps, headquartered in Bastogne.  

The Ardennes was known as the “Ghost Front”.  

Nothing happened there. 

   At 0530 on Saturday, 16 December, the Germans 

attack began with a thirty minute artillery 

preparation.  At 0600, infantry began moving against 

the American positions.  Complete surprise was 

achieved.  Artillery had knocked out wire 

communications lines and radios were jammed.  

Units thought they were encountering heavy 

patrolling.  Not knowing the extent of the German 

offensive, these isolated units fought bravely to hold 

their ground. 

   In the north, the 99th Infantry Division fought 

stubbornly.  They were pushed back but maintained 

integrity.  Key terrain in their area was the 

Elsenborn Ridge, a series of elevated hills on the 

north side of the Losheim Gap.  The Elsenborn Ridge 

area had to be seized if the Germans were to expand 

the northern shoulder of the penetration.  Likewise, 

the Americans needed to hold it.  

 The 14th Cavalry Group with two squadrons had to 

cover a 9,000 yard front.   The group commander 

deployed one squadron in four strong points along the 

front line.  The second squadron was held in reserve 20 

miles to the rear near Vielsalm.  When the attack hit 

the forward squadron, they fought bravely but 

eventually had to pull back five miles or be 

annihilated.  However, their withdrawal exposed two 

regiments of the 106th Infantry Division to the south 

on the Schnee Eifel.  The  division commander did 

nothing to readjust the positions and by the end of the 

day, both regiments were in jeopardy of being cut-off.  

   To the south, the main attack of the Fifth Panzer 

Army was against the extended line held by the 110th 

Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division.  The 110th 

held a ten mile front along a north-south road west of 

the Our River known as the Skyline Drive. Because of 

the extended frontage, the 110th occupied six critical 

road junctions.  Gaps between units were as much as 

four miles.  Units fought bravely and held their 

ground, but were easily bypassed and eventually had 

to withdraw to the west. 

   To the south was the 109th Infantry Regiment 

commanded by LTC James E. Rudder, who had 

commanded the 2nd Ranger Battalion on D-Day.   The 

109th occupied good defensive terrain and was tied in 

with the 60th Armored Infantry Battalion of the 9th 

Armored Division.  These two units along with the 12th 

Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division, were 

instrumental in holding the southern shoulder of the 
penetration. 



    

   German results on the 16th were relatively 

unimpressive; they had advanced about two to three 

miles.  American units, for the most part, held their 

ground, although many were in danger of being by-

passed and cut-off.  Most vulnerable were the two 

regiments of the 106th Infantry Division on the 

Schnee Eifel.   

   Allied reaction was slow at first.  Most commanders 

viewed the offensive as a spoiling attack to disrupt 

the attack against the Roer Dams. However, the 

Supreme Allied Commander, General Eisenhower,  

    

sensed that it was more than a spoiling attack and 

directed that General Bradley, the US 12th Army Group 

Commander, move the 7th Armored Division from Ninth 

Army to the north and the 10th Armored Division from 

Third Army to reinforce First Army.  Subsequently, 7th 

Armored Division was directed to move to St. Vith and 

the 10th Armored Division was directed to move to 

Bastogne.  Both cities were hubs with as many as seven 

roads converging.  Possession of each was key to the 
attacker if he was to sustain his attack. 

This map depicts the  

Ardennes Area from  

16-23 December 1944  



   It was on the 17th that eighty-five American soldiers, 

captured by elements of Peiper’s command, were marched 

into a field and shot south of Malmedy.  They were from 

Battery B, 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion and 

had run headlong into KG Peiper while enroute to St. Vith 

with the 7th Armored Division.  This incident became 

known as the Malmedy Massacre. 

   On 18 December, KG Peiper was stopped at Trois Pont 

when elements of the 51st Engineer Battalion blew the 

bridges over the Salm and Ambleve Rivers.  Efforts to find 

a bridge that would hold seventy-two ton tanks were 

unsuccessful and his force bivouacked near Stoumont the 

night of the 18th.   On the 19th, Peiper learned that his 

main supply route had been cut at Stavelot by the 117th 

Infantry Regiment of the 30th Infantry Division.  He was 

low on gasoline with little hope for resupply.  At this stage, 

he was forced into a defensive posture.  Peiper held out 

until the 24th, when he and 800 remaining members of his 

command of 4,000 withdrew on foot to the east, 

abandoning their tanks and heavy equipment. 

Krinket and then pulled the 9th Infantry 

Regiment and remaining elements of the 99th 

Infantry Division through the 38th.  The 

withdrawal of the 2nd Infantry Division from an 

attack posture back through the twin villages to 

Elsenborn Ridge took two days, but by the 20th, 

they were tied in with elements of the 99th  and 

1st Infantry Divisions with eleven artillery 

battalions in support.  The solid defense on 

Elsenborn Ridge held the northern shoulder and 

stopped the Sixth SS Panzer Army cold; forcing 

the Germans to shift the main effort to Fifth 

Panzer Army to the south. 

To begin the second day, the German 1st SS Panzer 

Division was to lead the attack in the Losheim Gap.  The 

lead element was a beefed up regimental battle group 

known has Kampfegruppe Peiper after its commander, 

Lt. Colonel Joechim Peiper, a hardcore, ruthless SS 

officer.  At daybreak, he passed though the 9th Parachute 

Regiment in the town of Lanzerath and began moving 

west.  By the end of the 17th, KG Peiper was located in 

Stavelot, having moved twenty miles west. 

American G.I.’s offered the Germans stiff 

resistance, thwarting their attack in the Ardennes 

   On the morning of the 17th, the V Corps Commander, 

MG Leonard Gerow, sensing that the 2nd Division was in 

danger of being cut-off,  directed the division commander, 

MG Walter Robertson, to pull back and establish a defense 

position on Elsenborn Ridge.  MG Robertson withdrew the 
38th Infantry Regiment to the twin towns of Rocherath and 

American troops suffered from the bitter 

Winter weather in the Ardennes 

(Part 2 will be published in the next Banner) 



 

Please return your reservation form and check by Thursday, 19 February 2015.        

             Last  minute reservations may be made by calling Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 
 

 

Return this form to LTC (Ret) Donald A Simpson, 6615 79th Street W 

Lakewood, WA  98499.  Make checks payable to “The Friends.” 

Cost of Brunch for members and guests: $16.00 each. 

 

 

Number of Reservations: ___________Total Amount Enclosed:____________________ 

 

Name of Member: _________________________Telephone Number:_______________ 

 

Names of Guests:_________________________________________________________ 

 

   Residents of Patriot’s Landing do not need to make payment for the meeting,     

           but are requested to make reservations for seating. 

Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum 

General Membership Meeting 

22 February 2015 

Place:   Patriots Landing, Olympic Dining Room 

Time: 1130-1215 Social Hour 

   1215-1330 Brunch 

     1330-1415 Program 

  

  
Our guest speaker for our next 

 General Membership meeting will be 

noted author - historian  

Richard Blumenthal. 

A Washington native, Mr. Blumenthal 

has a life long love of boating and 

maritime history. 

He founded the company  

Inland Waters Publishing which 

publishes his fascinating books on the 

maritime history of Washington and 

the Pacific Northwest. 

Please join us for this interesting and 

enlightening program.    



The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum 

Board of Directors 
COL (Ret) Ian Larson……………...………….….…….President 

LTC (Ret) Thomas Morgan…………...……….…Vice President 

Joseph Koczur, Jr…………………...…...……………...Secretary 

LTC (Ret) Donald Simpson…………………...............Treasurer 

LCDR Caroline Flint, USN ….………………...….……Member 

SGM (Ret) Harry Schreiber..…………………...….……Member 

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop……………………………….…..Member 

COL (USAR, Ret) Patrick Powers………………...…....Member 

LTC Erik Flint, USAR……………………………………Member 

CPT Kristy R. Moore, USA………………………………Member 

 

 

The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The 

Friends of Fort Lewis Museum.  Articles may be submitted to the Editor or 

left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum.  The Friends assume no 

responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials submitted for 

publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the Editor for 

permission to reproduce any portion. 

Editor…….…………………………...…….Alan H. Archambault 

Assistant Editors………………………….LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson 

   COL (Ret) Paul Knoop

  

 

ANNUAL DUES 
  Individual……………………...$10 

  Family………………………….$15 

  Sustaining……………………...$25 

  Benefactor……………………...$50 

  Life……………………………...$100 Visit the Friends web site for more information and 

purchases from the Cannon Shop. 

http://www.fortlewismuseum.com Please Continue to be a Friend 

of the Lewis Army Museum 

and Keep History Alive! 

Friends of the Fort Lewis  

Military Museum 

PO Box 331001 

JBLM, WA  98433-1001 

George Washington as Commander of the  

Continental Army 1775-1783 

Notice of closure of business on 

Washington’s Birthday  c.1932 


