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Although the colonists of Plymouth Colony
are known to have celebrated a day of
Thanksgiving in the Autumn of 1621, the
soldiers of the United States Army did not
officially celebrate the holiday until the Civil
War. In 1864, President Abraham Lincoln
announced that the last Thursday of
November was to be a day of national
rejoicing and thanks to God. When the
soldiers of Camp Lewis celebrated their first
Thanksgiving at the new cantonment in
1917, the holiday was firmly established as a
day of feasting, celebration, and thanks for
the many blessings bestowed on America.

The Lewis Army Museum has an
outstanding collection of Thanksgiving Day
Menus, dating back to 1917. However, among
the most colorful menus in the collection are
those produced for the Ninth Field Artillery
Regiment during the 1930s. Not only do
these menus capture the spirit of the holiday,
but they are true works of art.

In addition to the colorful graphics, the
menus also give us the bounty of food, drink
and “smokes” enjoyed by the soldiers of the
Ninth Field Artillery on Thanksgiving Day.

Although American soldiers continued to
enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday, in times of
war and peace, the menus of the 1930s have
never been surpassed for their visual appeal.

The 1st Battalion of the 9th Field Artillery
was activated on Fort Lewis in 1930 and
served on Fort Lewis until 1942, when it
deployed for service in World War II.



President’s Report Director’s Report

This issue of "The Banner" is unique in that it
is focused on Thanksgiving instead of Christmas
as the theme of the Autumn edition. We have
much to be Thankful for at the museum. The
Friends have been tremendous, well, friends, and
supporters of our museum. The facility looks
great and is appreciated by all who visit. Our
wonderful museum is the result of the hard work
and dedication of the museum staff, Soldiers
assigned to the museum and the museum
volunteers. The Joint Base, I Corps and 7th
Infantry Division leadership have also been great
advocates for our museum and we are thankful
for their support as well. We are presently at
work, developing artifact and image lists to
support the upcoming Center of Military History
(CMH) sponsored gallery re-design efforts, and we
are working cooperatively with the CMH assigned
project manager for this project, Mr. Ephriam
Dickson. I will provide a more detailed update on
the museum renovation project in the next issue
of "The Banner." Again, thanks to all who have
made our museum the beacon it is today. Happy
Thanksgiving.

Myles Grant

Thanksgiving is the theme of this issue of
The Banner. Featured are some menus from the
Ninth Field Artillery Regiment during the
1930s. These colorful and beautifully crafted
menus are interesting to look at, and show the
effort that the units put into capturing the spirit
of Thanksgiving. The food items also reflect the
bounty of food that members of the unit and
their families enjoyed on that day. For me, the
menus evoke happy memories of past
Thanksgiving days that my family and I spent at
our unit mess halls, later called dining facilities,
enjoying the food and the company of Soldiers
and their families.

Thanksgiving is also a time to reflect on things
to be thankful for, and the Museum is one of
them. We have said many times before that
Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM) is blessed
with a great museum. It is in a historic building
that is in itself a treasure. The Museum is
manned by a professional staff supported by a
group of dedicated volunteers. Judging from the
numerous, recurring unsolicited comments that
are received, the visiting public agrees that the
Museum is doing its job well and is worth a visit.

Thank you to the Museum staff, all the
wonderful volunteers, and members of The
Friends, for continuing to make the Museum the
JBLM asset that it is. Have a Happy
Thanksgiving and best wishes for the upcoming
Holiday Season! Ian Larson

A poem/song from the 1935 Ninth FA Menu
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The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The
Friends of Fort Lewis Museum. Articles may be submitted to the Editor or
left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum. The Friends assume no
responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials submitted for
publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the Editor for
permission to reproduce any portion.
Editor…….…………………………...…….Alan H. Archambault
Assistant Editors………………………….LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop

ANNUAL DUES
Individual……………………...$10
Family………………………….$15
Sustaining……………………...$25
Benefactor……………………...$50
Life……………………………...$100

Visit the Friends web site for more 
information and purchases from the Cannon 

Shop.
http://www.fortlewismuseum.com

Friends of the Fort Lewis 
Military Museum
PO Box 331001
JBLM, WA  98433-1001
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