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Thanksgiving Menus of the Ninth Field Artillery

Although the colonists of Plymouth Colony
are known to have celebrated a day of
Thanksgiving in the Autumn of 1621, the THANK SGIVING DINNER .
soldiers of the United States Army did not &3
officially celebrate the holiday until the Civil
War. In 1864, President Abraham Lincoln
announced that the last Thursday of
November was to be a day of national
rejoicing and thanks to God. When the
soldiers of Camp Lewis celebrated their first
Thanksgiving at the new cantonment in
1917, the holiday was firmly established as a
day of feasting, celebration, and thanks for
the many blessings bestowed on America.

The Lewis Army Museum has an
outstanding collection of Thanksgiving Day
Menus, dating back to 1917. However, among
the most colorful menus in the collection are
those produced for the Ninth Field Artillery
Regiment during the 1930s. Not only do
these menus capture the spirit of the holiday,
but they are true works of art.

In addition to the colorful graphics, the
menus also give us the bounty of food, drink
and “smokes” enjoyed by the soldiers of the
Ninth Field Artillery on Thanksgiving Day.

Although American soldiers continued to
enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday, in times of
war and peace, the menus of the 1930s have
never been surpassed for their visual appeal. «pR?? N s :

The 1% Battalion of the 9% Field Artillery Battery FE ) Lﬁf:l;}:slf::ig Artillery
was activated on Fort Lewis in 1930 and g
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NOVEMBER 28, 1935

served on Fort Lewis until 1942, when it
deployed for service in World War II.



President’s Report

Thanksgiving is the theme of this issue of
The Banner. Featured are some menus from the
Ninth Field Artillery Regiment during the
1930s. These colorful and beautifully crafted
menus are interesting to look at, and show the
effort that the units put into capturing the spirit
of Thanksgiving. The food items also reflect the
bounty of food that members of the unit and
their families enjoyed on that day. For me, the
menus evoke happy memories of past
Thanksgiving days that my family and I spent at
our unit mess halls, later called dining facilities,
enjoying the food and the company of Soldiers
and their families.

Thanksgiving is also a time to reflect on things
to be thankful for, and the Museum is one of
them. We have said many times before that
Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM) is blessed
with a great museum. It is in a historic building
that is in itself a treasure. The Museum is
manned by a professional staff supported by a
group of dedicated volunteers. Judging from the
numerous, recurring unsolicited comments that
are received, the visiting public agrees that the
Museum is doing its job well and is worth a visit.

Thank you to the Museum staff, all the
wonderful volunteers, and members of 7The
Friends, for continuing to make the Museum the
JBLM asset that it 1s. Have a Happy
Thanksgiving and best wishes for the upcoming
Holiday Season! Ian Larson
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A SOLDIER'S THOUGHTS l

I'm stitting here and thinking of the things I left behind,

And I'd hate to put on paper what is running through my mind.

Wewve dug a million ditches, and cleaned ten miles of ground,

And a meaner place this side of HELL is waiting to be found.

But there is one consolation; gather closely while I tell,

When we die we'll go to HEAVEN, for we've done our hitch in HELL!
We've built @ hundred kitchens for the cooks to stew our beans,

We've stood a million guard-mounts and cleaned the camp’s latrines;
We've washed a million mess kits and peeled a million spuds,

We've rolled a million blanket rolls and washed our dirty duds;

The number of parades we've stood is. very hard to tell;

We won’t have to parade in HEAVEN for we've done our hiteh in HELL!
We've killed a million rats and bugs that cried out for our slum,

And we've shaken a million ants from 'mengst our dirty sheets;

We've marehed a million miles, and made a million camnps,

And we've pulled a million thorns from elastique britches-seats.

BUT when our work on earth is done, our friends behind will tell—

That when dead they went to HEAVEN for they have done their hitch in HELL!

CHORUS

When finally taps is sounded, and we lay aside life’s cares,

We will do our last Peerade up those shining GOLDEN STAIRS;
The angels all will welcome us and harps will start to play,

And we'll draw a million BEER checks and spend them in a day.
It is then we’ll hear ST. PETER tell us loudly with a yell,

“Take a front seat, SOLDIER, for youw've done your hilch in HELL.”

A poem/song from the 1935 Ninth FA Menu

Director’s Report

This issue of "The Banner" is unique in that it
is focused on Thanksgiving instead of Christmas
as the theme of the Autumn edition. We have
much to be Thankful for at the museum. The
Friends have been tremendous, well, friends, and
supporters of our museum. The facility looks
great and is appreciated by all who wvisit. Our
wonderful museum is the result of the hard work
and dedication of the museum staff, Soldiers
assigned to the museum and the museum
volunteers. The Joint Base, I Corps and 7th
Infantry Division leadership have also been great
advocates for our museum and we are thankful
for their support as well. We are presently at
work, developing artifact and image lists to
support the upcoming Center of Military History
(CMH) sponsored gallery re-design efforts, and we
are working cooperatively with the CMH assigned
project manager for this project, Mr. Ephriam
Dickson. I will provide a more detailed update on
the museum renovation project in the next issue
of "The Banner." Again, thanks to all who have
made our museum the beacon it is today. Happy
Thanksgiving.

Myles Grant
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Thanksgiving Dinner

NOVEMBER 28, 1935
o

Crab Cocktail
Egg Noodle Soup
Sweet Mixed Pickles
ROAST TURKEY
Cranberry Sauce

Green Olives

Giblet Gravy
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Oyster Dressing
Sliced Ham
Combination Salad with Thousand Island Dressing
Candied Sweet Potatoes Snow Flake Potatoes
French Buttered Peas Creamed Corn
Orange Layer Cake Chocolate Layer Cake
Pumpkin Pie Mince Pie
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Ice Cream
Oranges Bananas Delicious Apples Grapes
Assorted Candies Mixed Nuts
Parker House Rolls Raisin Bread Butter

Coffee
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Cigars Cigarettes
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NOVEMBER 26, 1936
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FRUIT COCKTAIL
OYSTER SOUP
ASSORTED MIXED SWEET PICKLES RIPE OLIVES
ROAST TURKEY
CRANBERRY SAUCE GIBLET GRAVY
OYSTER DRESSING
SLICED HAM
CRAB SALAD WITH THOUSAND ISLAND DRESSING
CANDIED SWEET POTATOES SNOWFLAKE POTATOES
FRENCH BUTTERED PEAS BUTTERED ASPARAGUS
CREAMED CORN
ORANGE LAYER CAKE CHOCOLATE LAYER CAKE
D FRUIT CAKE
MINCE PIE PUMPKIN PIE
ICE CREAM
DELICIOUS APPLES ORANGES BANANAS GRAPES
ASSORTED CANDIES MIXED NUTS
PARKERHOUSE ROLLS RAISIN BREAD BUTTER
FRESH MILK COFFEE
CIGARS CIGARETTES
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Menn _ THANKSGIVING

THANKSGIVING DINNER

Opyster Stew Opysterettes
Stuffed Olives Hearts of Celery Sweet Mixed Pickles
ROAST WASHINGTON TURKEY
Opyster Dressing

Cranberry Sauce Giblet Gravy
Baked Virginia Ham
Snowflake Potatoes Candied Sweet Potatoes
French Peas
Parkerhouse Rolls Butter

Crab Salad with Mayonnaise Dressing

Mince Pie Pumpkin Pie
Chocolate Layer Cake Fruit Cake
Apples Oranges Grapes Bananas
Mixed Nuts Assorted Candies
Coffee Beer
Cigars Cigarettes

In the heart of the Cascades.

BATTERY “A” 9th FIELD ARTILLERY
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Fort Lewis, Washington




The Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum
Board of Directors

COL (Ret) Ian Larson.........cceeueeuiiieenninieneeenninennen. President
LTC (Ret) Thomas Morgan..............cccceeunen.... Vice President
Joseph Koczur, Jr.....ccvvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiniicieane. Secretary
LTC (Ret) Donald Simpson...........cccceeuneunnnne... Treasurer
LCDR Caroline Flint, USN ........cccocvviiiiniiiiiieninennns Member
SGM (Ret) Harry Schreiber..................... Member
COL (Ret) Paul Knoop.......c.cecuveuvenrennennens . Member
COL (USAR, Ret) Patrick Powers.........cccccveuveiieennnn. Member
LTC Erik Flint, USAR.....cciviiiiiiiiieeeieeieeeieeeneans Member
CPT Kristy R. Moore, USA.......ccoviiiiiiiiiniiinnnnen Member

The Banner is printed four times a year and is mailed to all members of The
Friends of Fort Lewis Museum. Articles may be submitted to the Editor or
left with the Director of the Lewis Army Museum. The Friends assume no
responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts or other materials submitted for
publication. Contents copyrighted by The Friends; contact the Editor for
permission to reproduce any portion.
Editor....ccouveneeiiiiiiiiiiiieieeieciieee Alan H. Archambault

LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson

COL (Ret) Paul Knoop

Chuuksniving Dinner
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Shrimp Salad with Thousand Island Dressing
Cream of Mushroom Soup z
Roast Turkey ~ Walnut Dressing  Cranberry Sauce
Giblet Gravy Sliced Virginia Baked Ham
Candied Sweet Potatoes
Snowflake Potatoes French Buttered Peas
Buttered Asparagus Creamed Corn  Assorted Mixed Pickles
Celery Heart Stuffed Olives
Cocoanut Layer Cake Choeolate Layer Cake
Mince Pie Pumpkin Pie Tce Cream Delicious Apples
Oranges Bananas Grapes '
-Assorted Candies Assorted Chocolate
Mixed Nuts

Parkerhouse Rolls Assorted Bread Butter

Apple Cider Fresh Milk
Coffee with Canned Milk and Sugar
Cigars and Cigarettes

Visit the Friends web site for more

information and purchases from the Cannon
Shop.

http://www.fortlewismuseum.com

ANNUAL DUES

Individul.......ccccuveueeuennenn. $10
Family....cccocoveviviiiiininannnn. $15
SUSEAINING...eeueeaeeeniiainaanann, $25
Benefactor.........cc.oeeveuvenannn. $50
Life..cueuiieiaiiiiiiaaiieiieannnnn, $100

Friends of the Fort Lewis
Military Museum

PO Box 331001

JBLM, WA 98433-1001
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