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President's Report 

Regretfully, I must begin my report by recogniz
ing the death of one of our active Museum Board 
of Directors. 

Sergeant First Class, retired, Joseph J. Koczur, 
Jr. passed away on 9 April 2008 of a heart condi
tion. Joe was a loyal and valued member of our 
Museum Board and an excellent man in every 
way. On behalf of the Friends of the Fort Lewis 
Military Museum, I extend our deepest condo
lences to his wife, Ayako, son, Joe, Jr. and all of 
Joe's family. In his honor, we have left Joe's 
name on our list of Board of Directors in this is
sue of the Banner. 

We have also just received news that LTC David 
Bassett, a Museum Friend and former Gift Store 
Volunteer, passed away on 20 April, in Virginia. 
Our deepest sympathy to David's wife and two 
sons. 

I am happy to report that we have several won
derful new volunteers for the Cannon Shop. Syn
dee Meacham, J anyce Parks, and Pamela Bean 
have all signed on as volunteers and all are doing 
a great job. I extend our sincere appreciation to 
these ladies for their generous donation of their 
time and talents. They join our other dedicated 
volunteers who support our efforts to keep our 
heritage alive at the Fort Lewis Museum. 

Our next Quarterly General Membership 
Meeting will be held at Patriot's Landing on Sun
day, 1 June 2008. Our speaker will be Major Jef
ferson Davis, U.S. Army Reserve. Major Davis, an 
Army historian and writer, will speak on his ex
periences Mghanistan during the War on Terror
ism. I should also mention that MaJ'or Davis has 
also written several intriguing books on appari
tions and spirits in the Pacific Northwest. He will 
bring copies of his books for purchase and signing. 

Ia.n La.rson 

Curator's Report 

This issue of the Banner sadly repolis the passing of two valued 
members of the Friends of the Fort Lewis Military Museum. Both 
Joe Koczur and Dave Bassett were true gentlemen and will be 
missed by their families and their many friends. 

Appropriately, this issue of the Banner features a Memorial 
Day tribute to all those honorable veterans who have passed on 
from their life on earth. I hope that all of us are able to reflect on 
all the veterans, no longer with us, who dedicated their lives to 
the service of our nation. Their finest monument is that we all 
live in a great and free country. 

Alan Archambault 

World War I American Doughboys pay homGRe to 

"Scotty': a young hero who fell in the battle of the 


Argonne Forest in 1918. 

Painting by Gayle Porter Hoskins 


Membership 
Renew your membership now to continue receiv

ing benefits. 

~e~bershjpFees 
Individual ..........................$ 10 

Family .._._ .........._..._.......... $ 15 

Sustaining ..... .....................$ 25 

Bene/(JCwT.......................... $ 50 


Life (one time payment) ...$ JOO 

(Please make checks payable to The Friends and send to 
Fort Lewis Military Museum, P.O. Box 33 [00[, Fort 
Lewis, W A 98433- [00 I). 



FRIENDS OFTHE FORT LEWIS MILITARY MUSEUM 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 


SUNDAY, 1 JUNE 2008 


Place: Patriots Landing 

Time: 1115 - 1200 Social Hour 


1200 - 1300 Brunch 

1300 - 1345 Program 


PROGRAM: "A Military Historian in Mghanistan" by Major Jefferson D. Davis 

Major Jefferson D. Davis was born in Vancouver, Washington in 1962. According to family tradition, he is 
related to his namesake, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederacy. As an Army brat growing up play
ing in and around Vancouver Barracks, Jeff developed an interest in history and the military. After a three 
year enlistment in the U.S. Army, Jeff attended Portland State University and earned a Bachelor's degree 
in Anthropology, as well as a commission in the U.S. Army Reserves. For several years, Jeff worked as an 
archaeologist for the Pacific Northwest U.S. Forest Service and consulted with various Pacific Northwest 
Indian Tribes. In 1995, he earned his Master of Arts in Archaeology from the University of Sheffield, Eng
land, with his thesis research topic focus on the lifestyle of the Vikings in Greenland. With the U.S. Army, 
Major Davis has served in Italy, England, Japan, Korea, Bosnia , Kuwait, Afghanistan, Fort Lewis, and 
Vancouver Barracks, Washington as a Military Historian. Jeff also publishes books on tales of haunts from 
across the Pacific Northwest, of which Fort Lewis and the Museum are included. He has appeared on the 
History Channel's Haunted History, and been a guest on AM Coast to Coast and the Lou Gentile Show. His 
website is tUl1,'.'\\\\\\".dl ( .-l'=:,lnd'·l'ltlr r ~ .c"rui. 

Please return your reservation form and check by Friday, 30 May 2008. Last minute 

reservations may be made by calling COL (Ret) Paul Knoop at (253) 279-2598. 


Return this form to LTC (Ret) Donald A. Simpson, 6615 79th Street \V. 

Lakewood, WA 98499. Make checks payable to "The Friends." 


Cost of Brunch for members and Guests: $16.00 each. 


Number of Reservations: _ ____ _ Total Amount Enclosed: ________ 


Name of l\IIernber: _____________ Telephone Number: _ _____ 


Names of Guests: _________________ ___________ 


Residents of Patriot's Landing do not need to make payment for 

the meal but should make reservations for seating. 


Please note that if you are not a Life Member your 2008 dues are now due. 


http:tUl1,'.'\\\\\\".dl


Guerrillas in the Mists 
The 4th Division Trains for War 

By Thomas D. Morgan 

Fort Lewis's 4th Infantry Division trained for the 
1966 "surge" in Vietnam more than forty years ago. 
General William Westmoreland had convinced Presi
dent Lyndon Johnson to give him more troops to 
fight and try to win the Vietnam War. Now that it 
has been announced that I Corps will most likely 
deploy to Iraq in 2009 to take over command and 
control of U.S. Forces there, a look back in history to 
a time when a major Fort Lewis unit trained for de
ployment into a combat zone is appropriate. 

In 1962, 1963, 1964, and 1965, major training exer
cises were conducted in the Olympic National Forest 
90 miles west of Fort Lewis as the 4th Infantry Divi
sion prepared for counter-insurgency warfare in 
Vietnam. The 4th Infantry Division would ultimately 
deploy to the rugged Central Highlands of Vietnam 
in late 1966 and ultimately spend four years there 
fighting everything from small guerrilla bands to 
regimental sized North Vietnamese Army (NV A) 
units. 

The 4th Infantry Division had rotated to Fort Lewis 
from Germany in 1956. In 1957, it.was reorganized 
as Pentomic Division and assigned as a component of 
the Strategic Army Corps (SRAC) along with the 
82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions. After a deploy
ment back to Germany for maneuvers in 1962 in re
sponse to the 1961 Berlin Wall Crisis, it was ready in 
1963 to start training for unconventional warfare as 
the Vietnamese Advisory effort expanded into full 
fledged counterinsurgency warfare. 

For this new unconventional warfare, new 
training was required and a site was chosen in 
the Olympic National Forest surrounding the 
logging community of Grisdale. Grisdale had 
been built by the Simpson Logging Company in 
1946 to supply lumber to lumber product plants 
in Shelton and McCleary. It was the largest and 
most elaborate logging camp in the continental 
United States. It was 29 miles north of Monte
sano in a region of thickly forested mountains, 
steep valleys, and perpetual mists and rainfall. 
Grisdale was located about 700 feet elevation 
with the surrounding mountains rising up to 
3,500 feet. The average precipitation was 150 
inches per year, making it one of the wettest ar
eas in the continental United States. It was ide
ally suited to replicate the Annamite Mountains 
of Central South Vietnam. 

Brigadier William Yarborough, the command
ing general of the Special Forces Warfare Center 
at Fort Bragg came out to observe the fu..st exer
cise. He encouraged units to become skilled in 
what he called anti-guerrilla warfare. Among 
other things, he watched as a guerrilla team 
blew up an unused 200 foot wooden railroad 
bridge with 350 Ibs of TNT. The anti-guerrilla 
units built firebases in the forests, deployed their 
direct support artillery, and used helicopters to 
insert troops into the mountainous forests in 
what would become one of the signature charac
teristics of combat in Vietnam. 

Soldiers of the 

4th Infantry 


Division 

photographed 


during maneuvers 

at Fort Lewis 


circa 1965. The 

shoulder sleeve 


insignia visible on 

several Soldiers 


indicate they may 

be acting as 

moch enemy 

'~4ggressors". 



After the first exercise in 1962 with the National 
Guard 32nd Division, recalled to active duty because 
of the Berlin Wall Crisis, other regimental-sized ex
ercises followed. The exercises emphasized civic ac
tion programs involving the people of Grisdale, con
stant patrolling in the forests, and even the use of 
dogs to track guerrillas. 

In 1963, the 4th Division changed from a Pentomic 
Division comprised of five Battle Groups to a new 
ROAD (Reorganization Objectives Army Division) of 
three brigades with a regimental combat team-type 
organization consisting of combat, combat support, 
and combat service support sub-organizations in 
each brigade . The Army commanders believed this 
new organization (although in reality it was very 
close to the Triangular Division used in World. War 
II) created a more potent division that was more eas
ily adapted to variable intensity warfare than the 
Pentomic model. This proved correct as the ROAD 
divisions fought the war in Vietnam at all levels of 
combat and successfully deterred the Soviet Pact 
Forces in Europe during the Cold War. 
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Private Gerald Hickey (left) from Broohlyn, New Yorl? 

and Private Bobby D. Hatcher from Bristol, Wiscon

sin, participate in "search and seize exercises at the 


moel? Vietnamese village at Fort Lewis, liVashington. 

Both Soldiers were members of the 3rd Battalion, 


12th Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division. 

The photograph was tal?en by Specialist 4 Kenneth 


Egger in May 1966. 


Soldiers of Company E, 2nd Battle Group, 39th 
Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Division "tahe the 

beach" during training exercises at Solo Point on Fort 
Lewis, Washington during the early 1960s. 

By the end of 1965, it became clear to most that the 
war in Vietnam was going to be larger and longer 
than it had been assumed when the training exer
cises had started in 1962. A Vietnamese village was 
built on Fort Lewis as were Vietnamese villages also 
built on most Army training posts in the United 
Sates. Training for Vietnam continued and the 4th 

Division finally received its deployment orders for 
Vietnam in April 1966. New UH-1 "Huey" helicop
ters were received for airmobile warfare and the ad
vance party of the 4th Division arrived in Vietnam in 
July followed by the remainder of the division in Oc
tober. The 4th Division was based in the Central 
Highlands of Vietnam ,near Pleiku for most of the 
next four years fighting with distinction against 
main force Vietcong and l'IVA soldiers that were a 
far cry from the fleeting bands of simulated guerril
las in the Olympic Forest maneuvers. Those exer
cises in the Olympic Forest reflected the gl"owing 
development of Army counterinsurgency doctrine 
and provided essential training in a new form of 
warfare. Although the rapidly changing world condi
tions have changed the training given to deploying 
units in the current post-Cold War era, the 
"Guerillas in the Mists" exercises demonstrated the 
growing awareness of conflicts such as Vietnam and 
the challenges of training the Army for warfare in 
the 21st centw·y. 

Note: The data for this article comes from a presen
tation given by Dr. Erik B. Villard of the Center of 
Military History at an Annual Meeting of the Soci
ety for Military History. 



MAY 1858 - STEPTOE'S DEFEAT 

By Alan H. Archambault 

May of 1858, a hundred and fifty years ago this month, 
was a tumultuous time for the residents of the Washington 
Territory. The events of that month would change the 
course of relations between the Native Americans of East
ern Washington and the United States Government. 

In April 1858, Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Edward Step
toe, commander of Fort Walla WaHa, learned that Palouse 
Indians had become increasingly hostile and had stolen 
cattle fr.·om American settlers. Sensing trouble, the Ameri
can citizens in the Colville area had also petitioned the 
Army for protection from Indian depredations. 

Steptoe decided tha t a show of force was in order to avert 
further hostilities. On 6 May, a force under Steptoe left 
Fort Walla Walla, headed north, and crossed the Snake 
River into the troubled area. The expedition consisted of 
seven commissioned officers, a medical officer, and 152 
soldiers, mostly troopers fr.·om the 1st Regiment of Dra
goons, supplemented by 25 Mounted Infantrymen from the 
9th Infantry Regiment. Several Nez Perce scouts and a 
~p:oup of civilian teamsters and packers, h.iJ·ed to handle 
the mules and beef cattle, also accompanied the troops. 

Since Steptoe expected the expedition to be a peaceful 
reconnaissance mission, ammunition was limited to what 
the soldiers carried in thei.r cartridge boxes and only the 
officers and noncommissioned officers can-ied their sabers. 
The armament of the Dragoons consisted primarily of ob
solete smoothbore musketoons and single shot pistols. The 
detachment of Mounted Infantrymen were better armed 
with Model 1841 rifles and manned two mountain howit
zers, which were transported on mules. 

On 16 May, ten days into the expedition, a large war 
party, estimated at between 800 to 1,200 warriors, ap
peared about 20 miles north of the Palouse River. The 
warriors were all armed and blocked the path of the col
umn. The Indians sent several leaders forward to parley 
with Steptoe while many of the warriors taunted the sol
diers. It was evident that Steptoe and his force were in for 
trouble. 

Steptoe's soldiers spent an uneasy night in camp and at 
sunrise the next morning they began to march south, ap
proximately retracing the route of the previous day. Na
tive warriors menacingly followed Steptoe's column and 
the hostilities began when the warriors fired on the col
umn's rear guard from long distance. As the day went 011, 

the Indians became bolder and swarmed around the Army 
column exchanging fire with the soldiers. Steptoe's soldiers 
maintained their discipline and formations throughout 
this running battle. On several occasions, the Native war
riors almost broke the Army's formations which were or
ganized around the vulnerable pack train. Each time, the 
soldiers rallied and fought off the determined attackers. 
When possible, the mountain howitzers were fired in an 
effort to keep the warriors at bay. Unfortunately for Step
toe, many of the Indians were armed with Hudson's Bay 
muskets which had a longer range than the short range 
musketoons carried by most of the Dragoons. Since the 
Dragoon's sabers had been left behind, they could not con
duct a mounted charge which may have driven away many 
of the warriors. 

By mid-afternoon, on 17 May, with ammunition running dan
gerously low, Steptoe's men stopped and took up defensive po
sitions on a large hill overlooking Tohotonimme creek. The 
warriors dismounted and made two attacks on the soldiers but 
were driven back with considerable losses. The men of Step
toe's command knew that they were literally fighting for thei.r 
lives and tried to make every shot count. 

As darkness fell over the battlefield, Steptoe decided to make 
a night withdrawal in order to save his command. The soldiers 
buried their dead and excess equipment along with the moun
tain howitzers, to prevent capture by the Indians. Horses and 
men trod on the site of the cache so that it would not be obvi
ous where the supplies were buried. Arms and equipment 
were then tied down and muffled to prevent noise as the col
umn moved out under the cover of night. Light colored horses 
were covered with blankets and wounded soldiers were tied to 
their saddles. Several soldiers volunteered to stay and keep 
the campfires lit to deceive the Indians into thinking the troops 
were still occupying the hill. 

The masterful evacuation went undetected by the Indians 
until the following morning. By this time, Steptoe's column had 
slipped away and by dawn on 19 May they had reached the 
Snake River, 75 miles fr.·om the battlefield at Tohotonimme. 
Chief Timothy, of the friendly Nez Perce tribe assisted the 
soldiers cross the river to safety. A company of the 9th Infan
try Regiment met Steptoe's men on the south bank of the 
Snake River and escorted them back to Fort Walla Walla, 
which was reached on 22 May. In spite of the vicious fighting, 
the Army column had rather light casualties. Five men were 
killed, six badly wounded, and seven slightly wounded. Among 
the killed were two officers: Lieutenant Gaston and Captain 
Taylor. Indian losses were unknown although they were 
thought to be significantly higher than Steptoe's men. 

The Army was angered by the Indian's attack on Steptoe's 
command and a major campaign was soon planned to march 
into the interior of Eastern Washington and subdue the Spo
kane, Coeur d'Alene, Yakima, and Palouse tribes. This coming 
campaign, under Colonel George Wright would forever change 
Native American life in the Washington Territory. 
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This painting depicts Dragoons of Steptoe's detachment as they fight against an overwhelming force of Indian 
warnors. Step(oe-s men were poorty armed w(th smoothbore musketoons that were inaccurate and short

ranged. These dragoons have also left their sabers and extra ammunition behind, believing they were on o . 

peaceful mission. Only the officer in the background carries a saber, which was a symbol of his rank. Several 
soldiers have taken off their colorful jackets, which were trimmed in orange, in order to make less conspicuous 

targets. The Indians were armed with Hudson's Bay trade muskets as well as bows and arrows. 



In Memoriam 
Joseph J. Koczur, Sr. 

Joseph J. Koczur, Sr. was born on 
7 January 1930 in McKees Rocks, 
Pennsylvania. He joined the United 
States Army in 1948 and served in 
Japan, Okinawa and Germany, as 
well as stateside assignments at 
Fort Gordon, Georgia, Fort Lewis, 

and the Presidio of San Francisco. 
Upon his retirement from the Army in 1968, he worked at 

the Veterans Administration Hospital in Lakewood, Wash
ington; fIrst as an aide on the wards and then as an adminis
trative specialist. Mter retiring from the VA in 1992, he pur
sued his interests in bowling, fIshing, gardening, skeet 
shooting, traveling, bird watching, stamp collecting, and 
military crest collecting. He also volunteered at the Vet
eran's Hospital and the Fort Lewis Military Museum. Joe 
was a valued member of the Museum Board of Directors and 
served as membership chairman. 

Joe passed peacefully unto the lord on 9 April 2008 with 
his wife and son by his side. He is survived by his wife of 57 
years, Ayako, his son, Joe Jr., his "second son" Doug Wal
ters, his brother William Koczur, and his sister Ann Heinski. 
Joe's infectious smile, his willingness to see the best in eve
ryone, and to help whomever and wherever he could will be 
missed, as will his love of children and puppies. 

".4 Fort Lewis Soldier remembers fallen comrades of 
yesterday at the post cemetery as he pays his 

l11enwrial Da.y tribute." 

U.S. Army photographs by SSG Lipke, May 1971 

In Memoriam 

David F. Bassett 


Museum Friend and Gift Store volunteer, 
Lieutenant Colonel (Retixed) David Bassett 
passed away on 20 April 2008. LTC Bassett, 
served as the Army Material Command Science 
Advisor for I Corps prior to his retirement. Be
fore being assigned to Fort Lewis, David worked 
at the Army Research Laboratory for a number 
of years. 

David volunteered many hours to the Fort 
Lewis Museum's Cannon Shop and enjoyed 
meeting and greeting the museum's numerous 
visitors. In 2005, David moved to Virginia but 
continued to take an active interest in the Fort 
Lewis Military Museum. 

David is survived by his wife, Mary, and two 
sons, all living in Virginia. He will be missed. 

Friends of the Fort Lewis 
Military Museulll 
PO Box 331001 
Fort Lewis WA 98433-1001 


